—_—— —„—„4 
ͤ— 


2 HIPHIMOPMET 


THE 


3 


a The Seven _ Maſters 
2 of ROME. 


Now newly Corrected, 


better explained in many 
places, and enlarged with 


many pretty Picures,live- 
ly expreſſing the full 
HIST ORT. 


— —ä —— — — Rad — ed — — 


v 


4 2K 


LONDON, 
Printed by R. I. for E. B lackwore, and are 
to be {old at his ſhop at the Angel in 

Pauls Church- yard. 16 56. 


Ferrer 


Zed 0442440042: 


N 


my! 5 


4 
0 
2 
80 
8 
> 
N 
* 
8 
28 
4 
2 
fo 

. 
* 
20 4 
> 
„ 
80 
Þ 


— wah... a — — 


Nat 


— 


ee eee 
To the Reader. 


Eader: for thy better delight, and mote 

\ plainly to fer forth this H ſtory to thy 
vic w, I have co my great coſt, 2dded ma 
pictures, lively «expreſſing the moſt matetĩall 
points contained in every Example: for which . 
paim of mine, If I may receive thy chanks, I 
think it a ſuſficient reward. The Hiſtory of it 
ſelf is both ancieat and moral, and containg 


in it mech of that learning; When Jgnorance 


having a thick and dull ear, men were compel- 
led to dr iw the rude multicade to attention of 
good inſtructĩon, by ſuch plezfing allurementꝭ 
of Tales and Fables, as in this book is fer 
down; that as the mind is fed and delighted 
with the ſweetneſs and fabulous Story, the Soul 
it ſelf at the end (by often caſting che ſame 
nouriſhment) grows quicker-fighted to behold. 
the hidden and myſtical wiſdom contained 
under ſuch cloſe Riddles. For in feu words 
to give you the meaning of chis Moral, it is 
thus: The Emperour may ſiguifie the World, 


8 who having but one onely Son(who is Aan) 


him to bring up well is all his care. But A 
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To the Reader. 
loſing his own Mother (who is Reaſon or di- 
vine Grace) and falling into the hands of hig 
Step mother ſignifying Sin) who is an Em- 

{s of great bewitching, and one that com- 
mands the World, ſhee works by all means 
poſſible the utter confuſion of Max. 

And would prevail 2gainſt his weakneſs, 
but chat a Star from Heaven (by which is 
meant goodneſs from above) inſtructs Mer 
how to avoid the allurements of Sin, by 
not opening bis mouth, to bid her welcome, 
And the better to prevent her miſchief, he hath 
Seven wile Maſters, which are ſeven libecal 
Sciences, to give him wholeſome inſtructions, 


and by thoſe helpes ſave him from mortal 


danger. So that being thus armed, Man liveth 
to batter down fin (figured in the death of the 
Emprets and her Minions) And in the end, to 
gain a rich Crown of glory and happineſs ſec 
ready for all thoſe that in this life labour to 
attain to Heaven by doing well. 
This is the explanation of this Moral; 
of which if thou makeſt right uſe, ĩt 
will be as a rich banquet to thy 


_ſoul. Fare well. 


Here 


f 


A 


K TT 


Here beginneth the Hiſtory 


of the ſeven Wiſe Maſters of 
ROME, 


Containing many pleaſant and witty 
nart ations, very delightful to the Reader 


The entrance into the moral, which (acgor- 
ding to things of Comic pleaſure) froßerg 
Iy * wich a Funeral. 


D Ometime in the City of Rome 
Sz 92 chere was a famous Emperoꝛ 
named Pontianes, a man oF 
5 great wiſdome : be took to big 
5 Wife a Kings Daughter chat 
das bery fair, amiable, to alk 
people — & to her Yusband right deer 
the conceibed by him & was delivered of a Sen 
named Diocleſian. The child grew apace, and 
po all people was belobed:and when he was of 
age Mother the Em⸗ 
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welg falling fick, — feeling her ſelf that thee 
might not libe,ſent after her Lozd the Empe- 
ro2 ( being rode fozth on pꝛogreſs) a meſſenger, 
that be ſhould return without tarrping, if eber 
be would (& her alide. 


A 3 And 


The feven wiſe 


MIA 
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And when he was come ſhe ſaid unto him oh 
my der Lopd, of this infirmity I map not eſ- 
cape, wherefoze the natural q tender lobe and 
care that is in me towards pou and peut San, 
makes a ſute to you befoze mp death he anfw?- 
red, dellte what pou wil, foz I (hal not deny you 
Any thing, Then ſaid ſhe, After my death vou 
Hall take another Mife, as is moſt conboutent, 
Wherefoze I inſtantly beſe&ech peu, that ſhe ober 
MP ſon habe no power noz gobernance. but chat 
be be kept and nouriſhed far from her, and chat 
be may be trained up in learning and wiſdoine. 
The Emperoꝛ then anſwered. My malt dear 
wife, your petition in ali thinas ſpal be fulfille3 
and perfozmed: Then turned the Empꝛeſſe and 
Save up the ghoſt. Many days after, the Emp*- 
oe 
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roꝛ beweiled and mourned her death, and long 
after her burying be ſbewed his heabineſs and 
ſozrow e would in no wiſe marry o2be Joyful. 
How the Emperor committed and delivered bis Son 
to th: ſeven wile Maſters to be inſtructed in learning. 


Pon a time as the Emperoz lap in his bed, 
U hee bethougbt him inwardlp of bis en, 
ſaying in his beart, I habe onely but one ſon 
the which ſhall be mine heir, it is good whillt he 
is poung chat he be ſet to learn cunning 6 wiſ- 
dome, by the which be may after my death go- 
dern and rule the Empire. Intimating thereby 
that a woꝛthy Pzfnce taking upon him (o great 
a weight and charge as the gobermment of a 
Kinadome , ougbt firſt to learn to be bis own 
governor,and to maſter his own affect ions. 
that when he was early riſen up from his bed, 
be cauſed to be called che Loꝛds of his Counſel 
befoze him,and of them took adbice what were 
beſt therein to be done. And they anſwered , 
Lo2d, in Rome are ſe ben Wiſe Maſters, tho 
live in great fame foz their excellency in Arts, 
grabe Counſell, and Inſtruction, let them be 
ſent foꝛ 6 deliber them pour Son to be foſtered 
and inſtructed in learning. The Emperoꝛ un- 
derſtanding that, ſent bis letters made power - 
full by bfs own Seel, to the ſeben wiſe Maſt⸗ 
ers, that chey incontmently ſpould come to him 
without delap: And they anon came befoze the 


— ³˙ 


"11 
a 4 Empe fo? 


| 4 iy 7 
e a : 
CER goo ere dtoc 43 — ̃ ᷣ —A—äů ů— —•— 
4 ” 
5 | 4 


n UP 
FL * 
2 
4 5 
ol = a 


. re - HT ® * * = 4 
* 1 
n GEE 
* * 
7 * 
. as p-4e 4 


** 6 \ by * 
tg „ — 2 — 2 
: 
* 


S 


e M ew I 4rd Ae 


„3 
A 1 
a ® 


5 he ſeven wiſe 


Emperoꝛ, a bee demanded of them if the y kne io 
wherefoze that be bad ſent fe: them? 1yep anc 
(tered, The cauſe is as pour wil intendeth we 
know not, but if it pleaſe poli to $2w us your 
mind and intent, we be ready to tulfil it tothe 
utmoſt of our pewers. To whom the Nble 
Emperoꝛ fatd, X habe but one Son, he which J 
ſhall deliber unto you to confozm in ail good 


: wates of learning 6 bertue, ſo that by por do- 
rin and wiſdome, he may moze wiſely guide 


and gobern the Empire after nip deceaſe. 
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Ld: firſt Maſter names Pancilias, (aid L020 


deltrer to me pour Son, and J ſhall teach im 


as much cunning witzin ſeven pears as J and 
all my fellows can. | 


Then ſpake the ſecond Matter, named Lentu- 
jus, 


, 


A  — CCS 


Maſters, 


u · t, ot long time I habe ſerbed pou, and hi- 
therto J have vad no manner of reward, A de⸗ 
mand not hing elſe of pou, but that you deliver 
me your Son to keep and govern, and A ſþall 
make bim as cunning within fix years ag J 
and all my fellows be. 

The third Maſter named Crat on ſatd, My 
Loꝛd, many times J habe ben with you upon 
th: Sea in peril of my life, and of you habe Y 
had no manner of reward: if that JI might fozx 
mp recompence, now, obtain that you bflf 
bouchſate to commit pour Don under mp rule 
and governance, J ſhould infoꝛm him as much 
within five pears,ffbis wit wil thereto attain 
as 4 and my teilows can. 

Then ſtodd up che fourth maſter named Mal⸗ 
quid:ak, tho was right lean of bodp,and ſatd, 
Mp EK o22, call to pdut remembveance how chat 
I aid aul mp pee deceſſozs habe ſerded Empe- 
roꝛt and habe rec215893 no manner of reward, 
wher ſoze ſgall ask nc other thing, but that 
pe will deliver me pour Son to inform & teach, 
and z tvott metze bim to tete es much ſcience 
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and wildome wi:-Hin tour Prars, es 

my fellows habe learned in el our lives. 
Then fake the filth Waſter that was named 

J -{-phuz.E22d,5 em old, and many times I am 

called to pour Caunſell, and pou hne that mp 

Counfeit bath availed and 17ofited peu. and 

ts 182030 map it do prreaſter ; pet notwwith- 
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The ſeven wiſe 


ſtanding I deſire no mo ze. but that you will de⸗ 
uber me your Son, and I ſpall inſtruct and in- 


— 


— 


fozm bim in as much cunning and ſcience, that 


bee within 3 years ſhall pꝛofit in wit as much 
as A and all my fello ws babe. 

A ben came fozih the fixth Maſter named Cle- 
ophas, who ſaid like to the other, pomiſing him 
to learn and tnfoꝝm the Child in all their cun- 
ning in two pears. 

The ſebentb Maſter roſe up and ſaid, whoa 
alſo deſtred the Child, and pꝛomiſed te learn 
him within one pear, the ſciences and wiſdom 
of them all. 

When all this was done, the Emperoꝛ ſaid, 
Mp truſty friends, J am ber y much bound to 
thank pou all; and ebery one of pou, foz that 
pou habe ſo earneſtly with attention deftred to 
foſter and infiruct my Son: Af JF ſhould now 
commit him to one end not to anotber,th*reup- 
on weulò inſue much difſention and bar tauce 
among you. Theretoze to you all, and ebery of 
you; I commit mp fon to be nourifþed a taught. 
The Watters hearing this, erpeeſſing both 

their greatneſs of joy, and foꝛwatdneſſe in will 
fo the Emperoz. all with one harmony of con- 
ſent took and receive? his Son, and led htm toy 
wards the Court of Rome. Upon tbe wap 
ſpake Craton to his fells ws. It we this Cþfld 
ſþould teach within the City of Rome, there 
is lo great reſozt and concourſe of people, that 
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Maſte ro, 


it would binder and let him in his leat ning: R 
kncw a fair place from Reme ſome 2 
right ple:ſant and delectable, there let us make 
a tour · quate Chamber of lone, and put him 
che rein: and upon the wals theveot let us paint 
and wꝛite the ſe ben liberall Aris, ſo that the 
Chidd at all times may ſ& and behold his doct⸗ 
tine therein as well as in his EWok : and this 
a vice and counſell pleaſed chem all, and wag 
done accozdingly in every point. The a- 
ſters diligently every dap during ſeven pearg,' 
taught and iuſtructed the child, and determined 
g mongſt themfeives, and ſatd, Jt is g 
tat wee examine our Diſciple to ſee to what 
perfection our pains bath artibed et, and to 
what ſtrength and growth bis bertue & knows 
ledge is come to: and they all wiſely and reli⸗ 
cioufly accoꝛded to that Counſel. Then ſafd 
Maſter Paatillas, Bow ſpall wee pzobe him: 
Cra: on faid, Let every one of us as he ſleepeth 
put under ebery cozner of his bed an Olibe- 
le.f, and then we ſhall know if he perceibed oz 
ſelt any thing oꝛ not: This done, he awaking. 
greatly marbelled, s lifted up his eyes towardg 
the tot of the Chamber fervenfly: Tye Mat- 
ers,ſe&ing that ſaid, wheretoze lift you up pour 
e) es ſo ſharply? he anſwered „It is no marbell, 
fe2 in my lep 4 ſaw the uppermolt pert of the 
Ci ainher ineitned towerds che earth 2 elſe un⸗ 
der me it was ited vp. The maſicrs hearing 


| | 
— —  - 
— — —— _ — 


— — — 
— 


The (even wiſe 


this, ſafo among themſelbes, if this Child map 


live,he ſþall be a man of great cunning e fame. 


How the Emperor by the counſel! of the great pri- 
ces and Lords of his Empire, wedded ang tber Wife. 


T He Princes and great Loꝛds of the Em- 
1 dire in the mean time came to the Empe- 
ro2 & ſafd, My Loꝛd, ye habe only but one Son, 
it is poſſible that hee migbt happen to dy, and 
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therefoze it were pzofitable that you bould bed 
another wife, that thereby pour Joyes 6 hopes 
might be bleſt with farre moze certainty, and 
aſſured happineſſe in your Race and iſſue, to 
the intent that the Empire of R ome be not left 
without an Heir. Moꝛeober pee are ſo mighty, 
that if it ould happen pou to get many Child- 
dzen, pee map pꝛomote and adbance them all fo 
great Dignities e Lozdſhips. Mherunto an- 
ſwered the Emperoꝛ. Js it pour Counſel that 
I ſhall take another Wife ? Then ſeek me one 
that is gracious, a pure Ufratn,fafr,and gentle 
bozn,and then A (hall fallow pour counſell and 
adbice. They went and ſought and ſeerched 
out many Kingdomes and Countries and at the 
laſt thep found the Kings Daughter of Caſtile, 
that was right fair and beautifull, and ber the y 
gabe the emperoz to wife, who behaved ber ſelf 
ſo wel. that anon be was ſo greatly taken in her 
lobe, that he foꝛgat all the heabineſs & ſozrow of 
heart that he had taken foz the death of his firſt 
Mile. And when they had lived long together 
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Maſtere, 


without Cbildꝛen, and the Enipzeſs ſaw wel 
that be might not conceibe,then when ſpe hard 
that the emperoz had a ſon with the ſeben wiſe 
Matters to be foftered and taught to the great 
good d pꝛofit of the Empire, (þe thought in her 
ſelf and wiſhed his death. And from that hour 
fozth ſbe imagined how ſpe might conſpire his 
7 0 bapned on a night as the Empe- 
TT aid. ta the C dels, Mx 
mel der þ bell belobes wife, I (þall now ſhew 
c open to you the ſecrets of mp heart:foz under 
the fun is there no Creaturs that I love ſo wel 
as vou, and thereſfoze truſt in mp lobe. 

Then faid the fair Empzeſs,if it be fo as you 
ſap. A require of you one little bon oz petition, 
Defire what pou will, fafd the Empezoz. d all 
that to me is peſſtble. J ſpall fulfill 6 gibe it to 
pou. Then ſaid the Empzeſs,mp dear KL02d you 
know AJ habe no chtld by pou pet concetbed, ſox 
which J am ſoze penſibe and teaby; But fame 
that neber conceals it ſelf long to true jop, hath 
delivered this happp truth to me, that ye habe 
one ſon only, the which is ſet tothe ſeben wiſe 
Maſtersto be taught and goberned, e him hold 
J and repute foꝛ mine own Son: wherefoze A 
beſeech ye that pe will ſend foꝛ him, that J map - 
Cee him and habe conſolation of bis pꝛeſence, as 
though he were mine own. Merupon anſwered 
the Emperoz, It is fixteen years paſt ſince that 
A ſaw him; xour will (þall be fulfilled. Jacon- 
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The ſeven wiſe 


nent the Emperoz ſent unto the ſeben wife 


Waters a letter ſcaled with bis ſecret Sign, 
that upon pain of death they ſhould being his 
Bon in the Feaſt of Pentecoſt following. 


How the ſeven wiſe Maſters after the ſight of the Em- 
Perours Letters, would hilt obſerve the courſe and di- 
vine forcſhewings of the Firmament and Planets, whe- 
ther ir were good to obe y his Comman'ement or not. 
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Fd as 5 meſters had read the letter a had 
under ſtood the wil of the Emperoꝛ in the 


night time tzey went g beheld the ſtars in the 
Firtnament, whether it would be expedient to 
rake their jeurney with the child after the Em⸗ 
Pebozs will oz not: And they ſaw cleerlp in che 
Qarres, that ik they ſbould lead the child in 
what time aligned, at the firſt wozd be& ſhould 


ſpeak 


SL 


VS 


Maſters, | 


fpeah. he ſhould dye an evil death: Vherefoze - | þ 
thep were all right ſozrp: and as thep beheld a- = 
nother Starre, they ſaw, that if they delivered | 
not the child at the day afozeſaid, they ſhoud 
loſe their heads. Then ſaid one of them, or two | 
ebills the leaſt is to be choſen : it is better that | 
all wee dye, than that the Child ſbouÞ loſe bis | 
life: therefoze that we may ſabe the Childs life | 
let us go to the @mperour. And as they were | 
thus ſozrowfull,the Child came down from bis 
Chamber: and ſ&ing his Palters ſo heabp, he 
demanded then the cauſe of their heabineſſe, 
wherupon they anſwered, Sir, we habe receib- 
ed pour fathers letters, that upon pain of death 
now in this bigh feaſt of Pentecoſt wer ſhould 1. 
lead you to your countrey,whereupon we habe {if 
beholden the Firmament, wherefn we clerly | 
ſee and find, that if we within the time befoze * 
Neſtxed pzeſent you to your Father, at the firfl vi 
wozd that ye (ball pzonounce out of pour mouth [iS 
pe ſþall be to the moſt bileſt death condemned. | x 
Then ſaid the Child, A muſt alſo behold the 14 
Firmament with the Stats, c ſo he did o found IN 
cleer in a little S tar, that if bee could abſtafn | \# 
from ſpeaking ſeven dayes, hee ſpould bee pꝛe⸗ 4 
ſer bed and ſabe his life. Ind after he had ſ&n 4 
this, he called the maſters, 6 ſþewed them the | 
Star, and ſaid, Behold mp deer Paſrers,J ur 
perfectip in the Star, that if A abſtain mp ſelf | } 
by the ſpace of ſeven days, I ſpall ſabe my ** | | 
ie. ' If 
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The ſeven wiſe 


Pee are now ſeben maſters the wiſeſt ofall the 
wozld; it is an eaſie thing foꝛ you, that cberp of 
pou foꝛ me one day do anſwer, and with your 
wiſe anſwer ebcry of pou his dap, my life map 
ſabe and keep; dJ in the eighth dap (ball ſpeak 
of my ſelf, and ſhall ſab? my life, and all you 
from peril!. As the maſters had bebolden tbat 
certain ſtarre, they judged with tbemſelbes 
that the Child had ſaid troth,ſaying,Almightp 
God be thanked, that the wiſedome and cun⸗ 
ning of our Diſciple exceedeth us all. Then 
ſaid the firſt maſter Panrillzs,1c2d J (ball ſpeak 
foz you the firſt day, and ſave your life. And 
Lentulus the ſecond maſter ſaid, J ſhall foz 
Pau the ſecond day anſwer : and ſo conſequent⸗ 
ip eber of them pꝛomiſed to anſwer foz him- 
ſelf his day. And thts ſaid, they cloathed tbe 
Child in purple, and leapt on hogſeback with a 


fair company, and haſted them with the child 
to the Emperoꝛ. 


How 


2 Maſters, 


How the Emperor rode to meet his Sonne comming 
from ſtudy with n much j 0 Joy, lolemnitie and triumph. 


þ 


W Den dt the — —— That þ dis 
Son was comming upon tbe wap, be 

rode with great joy to meet him. The Maſters 
underſtanding the comming of the Etmperour, 
ſafd unto the child it is beft that we depart, that 
in the mefi while we may pꝛobide how we map 
ſabe pour life. The Child ſaid, At pleaſeth mee 
well that you do ſo, but habe mind of me in time 
of mp neceſſity: ſo thep took leabe and departed 
towards the City, and the child came after. ac- 
companied moſt honourably.And as be and bis 
Father the Emperoz met, foz jop d gladneſsbe 
too bis Son about the neck and kifſed htm, E 
ö ſaid my dear Don, now is mp jop compleat, he · 


holding in thee the OE: of my lifes 2 
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Kill, ana ſo dent with beg 


The ſeven wife. 
Hob is it with you? At is long ſince that A tat 
you. Þ& bowed down his head and anſwered 
nothing - The Father had great wonder why 


that he ſpake not, & thought in himſelf that his 


to the palace, e were deſcended tram their hoz- 
ſes, the Father took his Son by the hand, s led 
bim into the hall, and ſet him next him, and be⸗ 
held him, and ſaid, Tell me now how it is wich 


te many years paſt ſince I ſaw you? But bee 
inclined down his head and ſpake not: The fa- 
ther ſaid, Wherefoze ſpeak pee not to mee: 
Woen the Ewpzefſe beard that the Emperoꝛs 
Son was come, ſpe was right joyous and glad, 
and faid, I will go ſ& him. She apparelled her 
telf with rich attire, 6 tk with her two of her 
Gentleworwen , and went there as the Empe· 
Foz was fitting with his ſon, and fate ber down 
by the child, 6 be ſaid to the Emperoꝛ, Is this 


den wiſe Paſters ? And bee ſaid, At is my ſon, 


but he ſpeabeth not: ſþe ſaid,deliber to me pour 


Pon, and ff eber he ſpeak A ſþall make him to 
ſpeak. Then tato the Empers?, Riſe 6 gs with 
ber: The Don did reverence to his Father, as 
tough bee ſaid am ready to accompliſþ pour 
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Hallers had infozmed him to, that bee riding 
ſpould not ſpeak. And When they were come in 


r Maſters, how they habe inſtructed pou 


pour Son hat hath been nouriſped with tbe ſe- 


a 
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Maſters, LE 

How the Empreſs led Diocleſian the Emperors 
Son wich her into her Chamber for to make 
good cheer with him, the which he wichſtood. 
Abe Empꝛeſſe led him with her into her 
Chamber, and commarded all other to a- 

void, and ſet him by her afoze her bed fide, and 
ſaid O mp beſt beloved Diocleſi an, I habe beard 
much of your perſon and beauty, but now J am 
glad that I map ſee that with mine eyes, which 
my beart cobeteth and lobeth: Fog J babe caw 
fed your Fatper to fend foz pou, that A mighf 
habe ſolace end joy of pour perſon, Wherefoge 
tight heartily I gibe pou knowledge, that I fog 
pour lobe unts this day habe kept my Wirgint- 
ty; ſpeak to mi therefoze, and let us go to bed 
together: but be gabe her no ant wer. She ſefng 
that, ſaid to him, O good Diocleſian, which 
Haſt che Half of my Soul, wby ſpeak pt not 
ta mie, oꝛ at the traſt (þ2w m ſome taken of 
lobe? what (bait I do ? ſpeak to m: Jam 


ready to fulfill and perfozm pour will: and 


when ſþe had thus ſaid, ſbee imbzacevhim, and 
would habe kiffed his mouth; but be turned his 
biſage from her, and in no Wiſe would conſents 
then leid we again to him, O Son, where- 


toꝛe do pee thus with mes 2 let us flep together, 


and then ſpall pee well perceive, that fo ens 
tobe J babe kept my Uirginity: but bs turned 


| Viaviſage again from hir. Shi ſe&ing that of 


her he was atþamed, ſpewing unto him her na 
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The ſeven wiſe. 


ted Body 6 Beſts, and ſaid, behold mp Son, 
what Body J habe, it is at your will, a ſervant 
and ſubject to your delight « pleaſure; give mee 
pour conſent, oꝛ elſe it ſail be hard foz: me to 
depart bence with my rie bt mind. Ye neither 
ſpewed her any manner of lobe, but as nuich as 
be could, Withdzaw himſelf from ber. When 
ſhe ſaw that, ſpir ſaid, O myſwet Son, if it 
pleaſe pou not to conſent unto mee, pet ſpeck, 
perhaps foz ſome rgaſonable cauſe! Lo here is 
pen, inck, s paper, then boite your will, whether 
I map at any time hereafter truſt in your lobe 
-B2 Bot. The Child wꝛote as hereafter follow⸗ 
eth: O Lady, God fozbid that Z ſbould defite 
my Fathers Dzchard: for J wot not what 


fruit I ſbould babe of it: know well one thing + + 


that J ſhould finne greatly in the ſight of God, 


o tberefoze from hencefoꝛth J pzay you to pꝛo⸗ 

boke e ftir me no moze thereto. Mhen ſte had 
Fen and read the weiting, (Fe tare it with ber 
Keth, and rent her clozthes to her nabell,and 
Mil to ſcratched her Uiſace , untill it was all 
Hloody, 6 caſt from ber all the Dznaments of 
Her bead, 6 cried out with a loud hoice. Come 


nd ebill body ſpame and rabilþ me; 
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Sither. my Loꝛds, c help me, leſt that this rude 
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How the Empreſs complained to the Emperor 
ot th: ſhame done unto her by his Son, 
He Emperoz being in the Pall, and Yea- 
3s he noife and cry of the Empzeſs, bee 
baſtily ran towars his chamber, with many of 
his Knights g other of his ſerbants following 
htm, to ſe what was the matter. Then began 
the Empzeſs to cry and ſpeak to the Emverog 
fn this wiſe :D wp Loꝛd, habe pitty d compaſſt- 
on upon me;bebold, this young man is not your 
„Sonne, but the fouleſt fo: Ktbaldgp and acti⸗ 
ons of Luxury, that eber inne and heat put 

is Urength into: foz as you knots well A led him 
-- Andbzought him with me inte my chamber, & 
would habe exhozted, and cauſed him to habe 
ſpoken : I babe done as much therefo as J can 
o map: and whilſt J with my woꝛds exhozted 
and mobed him to habe ſpoken, hee hath endea« 
boured himſelf with me to habe ſtnnedzand be⸗ 
cauſe J would not bofth bim conſent; but with 
ſtood as much as I migbt to fly the fame , hit 
bath made my biſage all bloody and bath all ta 
toꝛn nw beſiure and oꝛnaments of my head, af 
| you map openly ſ(&: d it pou had not ſoon come 
Y unto mp calling, be had ended in mee his mot 
foul and wicked appetite. When the Empe= 


; 
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* 


ro2 ſaw and heard this ( filled with great malice 

and wadneſs)be commanded his ſer bants that 
dqhep would lead him to the gailows. and hang 
bim. And when the Toꝛds heard thereof, they 
1 3 ſaid |. 
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fafd, Loꝛd you habe no moze but this Bon only | 
tit is not good that pc thus fligbtly put him to 
[+ death the Law ts ozdained foz tranſgreſſozs 
and miſdoers. And ff it be ſo that he mult die, 
Tet him by the law die, leſt it bee ſaid, that the 
Emperour in his great fury and wzath with- 
out law and juſtice) bath put his only Bon ta @» 
death. As che Emperour heard this, hee com- = 
mamded him to be put in pꝛiſon, untill the time 
that judgement was giben againſt him. And 
wen the Empzeſs underſtood that che Child, 
was not put to death, ſhe cryed and wept bitter⸗ 
I. and would take no reſt; when the night waa Y 
come, the mperour entred into his Chamber, 
fo go to bed, and found his wife weeping and 
fozrowing. to whom he ſaid, D my dear Lady, 
foz what cauſe are pee ſoxrowfull? She auſwe⸗ 
red,know pou not how that your accurſed 
Non bath done me ſo much (Fame, & ſo diſhonou- |» 
red pou that you habe commanded him to bee 
hanged, and pet be libeth, and pour wozd is not 
| pero med, neither is mp ſhame rebenged:? Ta 
M mozrow, ſaid the Emperoz, hee ſhall die by th2 *. * 
| þ aw, then ſaid ſpe, ſpall hes ſo long libe: chen it 
4 might happen to you, as it did to a Burgeſs of | 
© Rome, of whom an example is mentioned: the . 
| Emperoz ſatd, I pzay pou ſþew me this example. | 
' - Thatlſhall Jdogladly, ſatd the Empzeſs. 
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| The firſt example of the Empreſſe. | * 
0 Ntye City of Rome was à Burgeſſe, the | l 

| which bad a fair Garden, wherein hee han 

| ſtanding a Noble Tree the which every year | 1 


bꝛought foꝛth fruit of great bertue; foz wholo⸗ 

- ebereate thereof that were fick of anp manner 

> offfckneſſe oz Lepeoſy:he ſhould ſoonb& whole 
and receibe his fight. 
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| At happened upon a day as the Burgeſs went 1 A 


into his Garden to viſit and ſ& the Tree, he e- 
ſpied under the tre a fair poung Imp, & called | | 
to him the Gardiner, and ſaid: Wy Friend, of 
this young Imp I gibe thee charge, foꝛ A truſt 
of that to plant a betier tree then this 1s: The 


Sardine laid, I ſpall it gladly do. Another | 
ime the Burgeſs came again into his Garden 
4 _ i 
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The ſeven wiſe 

B diſit the young Plant, and it appeared unto 
bim that it grew not ſo much as it (Pould do: g 
be ſaid to the Gardiner, ow map this be?And 
be ſaid, it is no wonder, faz this great tree bath 
co great Armes and bꝛanches. that the Air map 
not come to the rot of the poung tre. The ſaid 
the Burgeſs, cut and hew off the Armes « the 
boughs, chat the Air may come thereto. The 
Gardiner did as be was comanted, The Bur- 
gels came again another time to ſee the young 
plant, 6 thought that it grew neber the better, 
and ſaid ts the Gardiner. what is it that letteth 
this Plant to grow now? And then hee ſaid, 
I ſuppoſe the height ofthe Old Tree letteth the 
Hun, that the rain map not come thereto, and 
therefoze it cannst grow. Then ſaid the Baſter 
unto him, hew down that Tree to the ground, 
fo2 J hope of this Plant to habe a bettet than e- 
ber that was. Lhe Gardiner hearing his Pa- 
ſter, obeyed him, and hew2d down the Tree; 5 
as ſoon as this was done, the poung Plant all 
wholly periſhed, and came to nought, whereof 
came great harm; foz when the po and fick 
people percefbed that the Tree was defiroped, 
they curſed all them that were Counſellozs and 
beipers thereto, by the which they oftentimes 


were healed and cured of their infirmities and 


maladies, Then ſaid the Empzeſs *2 her Lozd, 
Underſtand ye what A habe ſ1id? he anfwered, 
Pea, right well:then ſaid ſþe, J will declare tg 


. Fouthemeaning of that which J habe ſafd.The 
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| T he Declaration of the Example. Ah 


T bis trer, mp Loꝛd, betokeneth your moſt 
noble Perſon, how $:t with your counſel 
and help = poo2 and fick folks are greatip 
holpen s comfozted: and the young Imp which 
ts grown under the great trœ, is pour accurſed 
Son, that now by cunning beginneth: :0 grom, 
and ſtudieth, firſt, how he map cut off the Arms 
| and baughs of your might, and how to win to 
| htm the layo and fabour of the people; yea and 
| m92e ünaturallp, imaginetb to diftrop pour pers 
ſon, that he map himſelf teign: but what ſhall 
then enſue thereof: All poop and feeble people 
{þall curſe them, whs might have deſtroyed pour 
Sonne, and babe not done it: therzfoze 'A 
counſell you whtitft pou are in pour power, and 
libing, that ye deſtroy him, leſt that the curſe 
of the people fall upon you. Then ſaid the Em 
peroꝛ Pe habe giben me good counfel : to mop» 
row Achall condernn him to the vileſt death 
that can be theugbt upon. Mhen the day was 
come, the Emperoz went ond late in Jndge- 
ment, and commanded his ſerbants that thee 
 Gouldlead his Son to be hanged, with Trum⸗ 
pets ſounding in token of death. And es the 
Emperoꝛs Son was led thzongh the City. the 
Commeqgp2ople began to wiep and cry, Alas, 
the only Sonne of the Etnxero2 is led towards 
his death: and the tewithell came Pantillas the 
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| if * firft maſter riding upon a hoſe. Uhen the 


Cbild ſaw him, hee bowed his head to him, as 
though her had ſaid, Habe mind upon me when 
you come befoꝛe my Fawher, ſ ha A am led 
towards the Gallows. Then the maſter 
ſaio to the ſerbants, make no haſte, fo2 J hope 
by the grace of God this day to deliber him irs 
death. Then ſaid all the people, O good ma- 
ter, haſte you to the Palace, a ſabe your Diſ- 
ciplo. Bee ſmote ths hozſe with his Spurs till 
bee came to the Pelace, and kn led fo the Em⸗ 
perour and did bim reberence, To whom the 
@mperour ſaid ,Jt ſpall never be to the good, 
who anſwered, J habe deſerbed a better reward 
The Empersur ſad, there thou Iteſt,foz I delt- 
bered him ts thee in all things well mannered, 
e nod is he bzought home dumb, 6 bath ſaught 
to wok his will to the (bam? of mp bzrtuous 
Enpeeffe, and to the diſhenour of his Fatbers 
bed foz eber; theretfoze this day he ſþall dyzand 
pe ſpall all dy a ſbamefull death, Then laid the 
malter, Lozd, fozaſmuch as your Sonne ſpeak⸗ 
eih not, the cauſe thereof God knoweth, and 
without cauſe ft is not, as ye ſþall! underſtand : 
and where you ſap that he would habe commit- 
ted the fin of enfozcement on pour Empreſle, J 
{þall ſap ts pou of a troth, He hath ben in our 
company by the ſpace of fixteen pears; and we 
neber could perceibe ſuch abuſe by bim. And 
terefoze my dear Log, I ſpall ſþew gy we 
tag! 
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Dr 


wing, that tf pou put your Son to death foz the 

wozds of pour Wite , it ſpall bappen to pou 

wozſe than to a night: which killed his beit 
G:eybound thzough te UWozds of his wife, 
tbich ſabed his Son from death, Then ſaid the 
Emperour to the Maſter ; Tell mee that Ex- 
ainple. The Maſter ſaid, Lozd, that ſpall J not 
do, foz befoze Il ſhall make an end thereof, your 
Son might be dead, 6 then in bain and without 
hope ſhould I rehearſe it; but if it pleafeth you 
this Noble Example to bear, call again pour 
Son till to mogrow, and as you think bp reaſon 
then do with him pour pleaſure. As the Empe⸗ 
tour heard that, anon be willed the Cbild to be 
called again, and the mean time he ſet him in 


Pziſon while the Maſter ffniſþed bis tale, and 


then be began in ibis manner following. 
The Example of the fiſt Maſter. 
7 Hete was a baliant Knight which had one 
L nlp Son as pou habe, the Which be lobed 
ſo much, that bee ozdained foz his Keepers 3 
Nourilſhers. The firſt ſpould gibe him ſuck & 
feed him. The ſecond ſþould waſh him and kep 


bim clean; s the third ſhould bzing him to bis 


lleep and reſt. This Knight had alſs a Grey=- 
bound anda Faulcon,which he alſs lsbed right 
well. The Greyhound was fo good, that he nes 
ber run at any game but bee took it; and held it 
till his Mater came. And if his Maſter diſpo- 
ſed him io go unto avy batte l, if hee duh not 
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ſpeed therein, anon as he ſhould amount upon 
his bozſe, the Gzey-hound weuld take the hozſe 
tail in his mouth, and dꝛaw backward, and (/# 
would allo cry and bowl mat bellauſly loud. By ( 
theſe ſigns, and the due obſerbatton thercof,the 
| Knight did always underſtand that bfs Jour. + 
7 ney ſpould habe ber y ill ſuceefſe. Che Falcon 
was ſo gentle and þardy, that be was neber 
caſt off to bis pzep but be took it. | 
The ſame knfght had great pleaſure in Yuſt> | 
ing and Tourney, ſo chat upon a time under 
his Caſtle be pzoclaimed a Zournament, to 
the which came many great Lozds d Knights, 
The Knight entred into the Tourney, and his 
Lady went wich ber maidens to ſck it? and as 
: they went out, after went the Nouriſbers and 
| 3 left the Child lying alone there in the Cradle 
in the Hall, where the Gzephound lap neer the th 
Mall, and be Þ=uk o2 Falcon ſtanding upoa #; 
1 a Perch. Jn this Mall there was a Ser⸗ 
pent lurking. oꝛ hid in a hole, to all them of the. A 
Caſtle unknown the which when hee percei⸗ 
bed that they were all abſent, be put his head 
out of bis bole, an; when be ſaw none but ce 
Child lying in the Cradle, her went cut of his 
Te bole towars the Cradle, (oz to have lain the h 
4 Child. The noble Falcon perceiving that, 
and he beholding the grephound the was ſlte - 
bing, made luch a noiſe and ruſtling with ber 
wings pꝛeſentiy, that the Gzephound awoke e 
| an 
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. Miſters. 0 | 
} and roſe up;and when he ſaw the ſerpent nigh 
5 the Child, ar on againſt him be leapt, and they 
+ both fougb long together, until that the ſer» 
4 pent bad g bull hurt s wounded the Gzep» "1 
hound, that be bled ſo loꝛe, that the Earth about q 
the Cradle was all bid. The Gzephound, | 
« when that he felt himſelt griebouſſy wounded 4 
and burt, ſtart fiercely upon the Serpent, and il 
, fought ſo ſoꝛe together, and ſo eagerly, that bo- 7 
\- tween them the Cradle was obertoſt with the 
Cbild, the battome upward. 
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And becaule that the Cradle had four pom- 
els lite it, telling toward the earth, tbey ſabed ; 
the Childs life and his biſage from any burt. 

£105 391 he moe i make good IHE 
wonder in the pzeſerbatton of the child: incone- 
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The ſeven wiſe | | 
tenentip hereafter, with great pain the Sen 
bound obercame and flew che ſerpent, and laid | 
hint zown again in his place, and licked his 
words. And anon after as the Juſts & Tour. | 
ne, as done, the Nouriſhers came firſt into 
the dle, and as thep ſaw the Cradle turned 
he ide down upon the Earth, compaſſed 
tounꝭ about with blood; & that the Gzephound 
was alto bloody, they theugbt and ſaid amongſt 
| tbemleldes that the Gzephound bad ffafn the 

5 Child: and were not ſo wiſe as to turn up the 


Cradle again with the Child, foz to habe ſeen 
what was thereof befallen. But they ſaid, Let 
L us runne awap, left that our Maſter ſpould | 
put oꝛ lav the blame upon us, and ſo lap us. As 
' , thep were thus cunning away, they met ths 
; Knights wife, 6 ſpe ſaidunto them, therefore 
mae ps this ſezrow, and whither will pe run: 
> CSenſafd they, O Lady, wo and ſozrow bee to 
As, and fo you, why ſaid ſhe, what is there hap- 
f 4 ned? ſyeb mee, the Gzepbound, thep ſaid, that 
N our Loꝛd and Maſter lobed ſa well, bath debou- 


red and flain pour Son, and 1yeth by the wall | 
all full of blood. As the Lady had heard this, | 
fbee pzeſently fell to the Earth, and beganne to 
weep and cry piteouſip, and ſaid, Alas, O mp 
dear Son, are ye thus lain and deadꝛ r hat ſþall 
I now do, that 1 babe mine onlp Son thus 
| | 16ſt? Perewithall came in the Knight from the 
Turner, beþolding his Lady thus crying e 
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Maſters. 


making ſoꝝ do, he demanded of her Wherefoze 
ſpe made lo great ſozrow and lamentation; ſþe 
anſwered him O my Loꝛd, the Gꝛephound that 
you babe lobed ſo much hath flain pour onelp 
Son, a lieth by the wall ſatiated witp/the blood 
of the child: Tho Knight berp exceeving auyrp 
went into the hall, and the greyheund went to 
mer t him, and did fawn upon him as he was 
wont to do, and che Knight dzew out bis ſwozd,; 
and with one ſtroke ſmote off the Gzeyhounds 
bead; and then be went to the cradle where the 
chil) lap, end found His Son all whole, e by the 
Cradle the Serpent Wain; and then by divers 
fianes,he perceibed that the greyhound had bil- 


led the ſerpent foz the deſence of the Child. 


Then with great ſoꝛrow and weeping bee tete 
bis Yair, and ſaid, woe bee to mer, that toz the 
Moꝛds of my Wife, X habe lain mp god and 


beſt yrephouno the Which bath ſabed mp childs 
therefoze F- 


life, and hath ſiain the ſerpent: 
will put my ſelf ts penance : andſo hee bzake 


bis Swoꝛd in thz& pieces, and went towards 


the boly Land, and abode there all the dates of 
bis life. Then ſaid the Maſter to the Empe⸗ 
toꝛ, Lozd underſtand pee what I babe ſaid? and 
he anſwered and ſaid, Kight well. The Maſter 
laid, ou do put your Son to deaih toz the 
woꝛds of pour wife, it ſþall happen to you wozte 
than it did to the Knight foz bis Gzey-hound. 
The Emperour ſaid;:Pe have Þewed me — — 
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The ſeven wiſe 


example, and without doubt chis day my Son 
ſhall not dye. Then ſaid the Paſter, it you do 
C, ye do wiſely, and J thank you that pe habe 
now ſpared him this day foz my ſake. 
The ſecqnd complaint of the Empreſſe. A ſor- 
row minged with much cunning & falſhood. 
VVV en the Empꝛeſſe heard that the child 
was yet not dead, ſhe began to wep 
bitter!s, & ſate her down on the earth in aſhes, 
& would not lift up her head; when the Empe- 
tc beard that, be entred into the Chamber and 
ſaid ynio her, O good wile, wherefoze make pou 
all this ſozrow, and trouble pour (elf fo much: 
Phe ſaid, Ask ye that of me? know pou not well 


3 What great diſpite and ſþame A habe ſuffered 


of pour unhappy Son, o hem ye babe pꝛomiſed 
me that pou would ſi Juſtice to be therefore ex- 
etuted on him, a yet he libeth : of a troch it will 
Happen to pou, as it happened to a Shepherd 4 
a Boze. The Eimperoz (aid, I pzap you ſhew 
me that example foꝛ my learning: ſhe ſaid, As 
peſterday A ſbewed ou one, and ſaw no good 
effect that came tbereof, to what end ſpould J 
nob do the like: e bertheleſſe J ſhall declare 
this noble example unts pou, as hereafter pou 
fþall hear. 
The ſecond Example of the Empreſſe. 

T Here was ſometime an emperoꝛ dde which 

had a great Fozreſt wherein was a wild 
Boze:which was (0 cell e ſo fierce;that be led 
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_ Maſters, | 
1e> and deboured men going thozow the Foz 
# . reft. The Emperoz therefozc being right heabp 
pzoctaiined theoughout all his dominfons, chat 
whatſoeber be was that could lap the Boe, 
ſauld habe bis only Daughter to Wife, and 
| therewith his Empire after bis death: and as 
' 1h's was in places pꝛoclaimed, chere was 
nal one man found that dutſt gibe this adbens 
ture; But there was a Shepherd, who thought 
in bfimſeif, Wight J the Boze obercome and 
ay, I ſpould not onlp advance my ſelfe, buf 
alſo mp Generation and kindzed. So then her 
to his Shepherds Staff tn his hand, and went 
' tothe Fozreſt, And as the Boze had of him a 
fight, be dꝛew towards the Perdfman, but be 
ſoꝛ fear climbed upon a Tre, and then the 
Boe began to bite and gnaw the Tre. 
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So the Herd thought ſpoztiy that be would 
habe oberibzown it. This Tree was loaden 
with great plenty of fruit, and the Merd gathe- 
red and plucked thereof & caſt hem to the Boze, 
infonwtþ that when her was fi led therewith, 
ber leid him down to fle*p: te which when 
the Perd perceived, by little 6 liitle deſcended 
tbe Tree , and with che one hand he clawed the 
Woge , and with the other held btm upon the 
tree, and ſ&ing that the Boꝛe flept ber y ſound- 
iy he dꝛew out bis knife and (mote the Woze to 
tbe heart and killed him: And ſo ſpoꝛtly after 
be wedded the Emperoꝛs daughter : and after 
the death of ber Father, de was made Emperoꝛ. 
ben ſsfd bee, Py Lozd, wote ye not what J 
bade (aid? he ſaid, Right well: Then ſaid ſþe, 
this miahty Boe betokeneth pour moſi noble 
Peron, anainſt whom may no man withſtand, 
menyer by wiſdome 12 with firength. This 
Sbepberd with bis Staff, is the Perſon of 


' pour ungracious Son, who with bis Statf of 


cunning, beginneth to plap with you, as the 
Þerdſman claweth the Boze, & made him ts 
fleep and after villed him. In the ſame manner 
the Maſters of your Son, by their falfe fables 5 
narrations claw pou,and gloſe wich you untill 
the time tbat pour Son flap pou, that be may 
raign, Then ſatd tye Emper- ur, God fogbid 
that they ſhould do tome as they did to the wild 


|" PÞopzzandiaduntsher, This ay my one 
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= Maſters. If ix 
*  Hhall dye: and ſþe anſwered, it you do ſo, ther) | | 

' royee wiſely. Then the Emperour the Se- 

cond time ſttting in Judgement, commanded ta ; 

lead him to the place of Executton appointed | 

foz that purpoſe : and whilſt he was going, ths 

| 


k ſecond Malter came befoze the Empersz, doing 
' him greatreberence,as befoze is ſßewed in the 
comming of the firſt Paſter, to whom the ſe- 
cond Maſter ſaid, O my Lozd and Emperour, 
if yeu ſpould flap your Bonne foz the words of 
your Mife, it ſpall happen wozſe to pou,than it 1 
did to a certain Anight, which foꝛ the woꝛds of f 
bis Wife, was unjuſtly put upon the Pillo ?. 
The Emperour ſaid, O good Palter tell mee | 1 
bow that hapned, and he ſaid, Py Loꝛd, A ſbhal!! 
not ſay it, unleſſe pou will call your only Son IP 
from the death untill the time that the examples {| 35 
be told. the which ik it turn not you from pouht 

purpoſe, then your will bee fulfilled. Then the Hi: 

Emperoz commanded that the Child ſpould | 1% 


be called again; and under this manner that | 15 
f tollodokth. the ſecond Maſter began to tell. 4 
| | It 


The Scale of the ſecond Maſter, 

Na City was an antient Knight which wed⸗ 

Deo a pong witte 0 fafr,as ye have don, whom 

be lobed abobe all earthly things: this Knight 

was a berp.aircumſpeſt 6 carefull husband, in- 

ſomuch that every night hee locked in the dog 5 

| with his own hands, and laid the r Fo 
8 | 
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The fever wiſe 

his Beds head. In that ciiy there was a lakgs 
Cuſtome, that at a certain hour in the nif;t 
a Bell was uſed to be rung, that after the ring , 
ing of the ſatd ell. if en? man oz woman were 
by the watch⸗men ound about the tireets, a1 
that night they ſpould be kept faſt in Pꝛiſon, 6 
en the mozrow ſet faſt upon a Pillozy, that all 
the people might behold and wonder at them. 
This fozeſatd Knight had little mind oz luſt 
of fleſply deeds, foz that he was bery old, and 
might not ſatiate oꝛ per ſoꝛm the defires and 
appetites of his young Wife, wheretoze eve- 
ry night ſbe habing a Pzramour,ber Pusband 
Aleeping, took the keyes from under bis Beds 
bead, and went to her Love a when ſhe came a- 
gain, all pztbily ſhe laid the keics under ber bul⸗ 
bands head; and thus ſbee plaped many a time. 
Do it happened upon a night that thE-Knſght 
awabed out from bis fleep, and miſſed 9h18 
Wie, and aiſo the Reies under bis Peas head, 
Mherupon he then roſe up, and went unto the 
dos, and found them open, the which He clo- 
ſed and bolteo faſt within, and then went up 
again into bis Chamber and looked gut at the 
windaw towards toe Street: and when it was 
neer about the third Cocks crow, his Mice 
came from her veſt belobed. and found the 
derte ſhut and bolted within > then as ſbe ſo2- 
. Towofull; nebertheleffe (be knocked.to habe come 

i, Then ſpabe the Knight out * 
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Maſters, 
O chou molt wicked and unclean Wife, now A 
k10W and am expert ch it many times thou haſt 
foꝛſahen iny Bed. e gone 6 done adultery; now 
thou palt ſtand untiil the Bell be rung, 6 that 
we UWaid-men miy take thx d do with thee 
accoꝛding tatbe Law. His Wife anſwered, My 
Log, do pe lay that to mern in berꝝ troch 
the cauſe of mi being avzoad was faz no ill, but 
I wascalled by m Bathers matd, and fetched 
in the night, when J ſaw pou deep ſo ſweetly, 
durſt not awake ycu. becauſe that ye ate old, 
and thereto2e J twk che keyes and went to mp 
Father, the which is ſoze ſick, chat J fear to. 
mozrow ſbte muſt bee anointed oꝛ annihilled: 
notwichſtaming, fog becauſe that J would not 
P91 ocfend, I habe baſted me again unte y8u, 
and habe left her lying in great pain.and inſit⸗ 
mitp, therefoze J pꝛap pou, fo2 the lobe of God, 
let mee in befoze the Bell ringech. The Knight 
anlwered, ve ſpall nat ſo came in, ve mult there 
abtde untill the time that ſbe Bell tingech, and 
untill chit che M itch⸗men come and take pon: 
cen ſaid ſhe, That ibould bee to pau and to me, 
and unto all our Friends and kindzed, a great 
ſhame and rebuke, tbereſoge fo the reberence 
of Almighty Sod let me come in: then laid be, 
Habe in thy mind, evill and falſe Wife, how of- 
tentimes tou h. aſt faꝛtaken my Bed, and done 
Adultery: it is much better that thau ſuffer 
ſbame, and beigail to thy {innes here in this 
C5 WMozle 
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The ſeven Will E 


Woz1d, than foz to ſuffer pain in Yell. Sher 


ſatd again to bim, J pꝛap you foz the lobe of 
him that was crucified and died on the Croſſe, 
habe mercy on me: The Knight laid, Thou 
Iaboureſt in bain, foz thou ſpalt not come in, 
but thou ſþalt tarry the comming of the watch- 
men. She hearing that, ſatd, Wy Lozd, ye know 
that by this doo2 ſtandech a Well; if you let me 
not come in J fball therein dzown mp ſelf, ra- 
cher than all mp friends ſhould be aſhamed fox 
me: then ſatd he, would to God that thou ha dꝰſt 
ben dzowned long befoze that eber thou cameſt 
in my Bed. As they thus ſpake togetber, the 
Mon went down, and all was ber y dark: then 
ſaid ſpe, it it will not otherwiſe be. J ſhall dzown 
mp ſelf: but yet befoze, like a true Chꝛiſtian 
Woman, J will make mp Teſtament. Firft, 
I bequeath to God my ſoul, and my body to be 
bur ted in the Cburch of Saint Peter: and of 
all other things and gods that God hatb ſent 
me, J gibe unto you to diſpoſe foꝛ my ſoul, af- 
ter your wiſdome and Diſcretion. And when 
fþe bad thus ſaid, ſþe went unts the Mell and 
toere lying a great (tone, with both her Arms 
ſpe lift it up, and fat, Now A dꝛewa mp ſelf, 
and ſo caſt the 
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®tone down into the Well, and went again 
P:ibily and ſtood by the do: The Rnight bears 
ing tbe noiſe, cried with a loud baice, ſayinCs 
Alas, alas, mo ſwet Wife is dzowned, and ſm 
ber baſtily came down, and ran to the Mell; 
and when ſhe faw that the do was open, pze« 
Tents thee entred in and locked the doz, and 
Went up into the Chamber, and lap, and looked 
out of the M tndow. The Knight ſtood by the 
Mell, and cryed and wept bitterly, and ſaid, 
woe be to mee, J have now loſt my beſt belobed 


F Wife: now curſed be the time that I made faſt 


| the dwg againſt her:when the Ladp heard that, 
{be ſad, O thou curſed old Gzeyfard, why 
ſtandeſt thou there at this time of the night ? 


— 


1 9 „ pe 
I NC LL ES LO EET. * 
erer * "0u 
: * p ” + 2 7 7 
— 


* 


— — 534 4 6 
: " 9 y 

« . 4 , q 
, 2 
+ 4 


PER 
>. 
— 
A, 


1 
4 
1 1 

* 


i 
; 
; | 
i 
| 


The feven wiſe 


do you thus go ebery night to your Harlots, 
and your Mbazes, aid leabe my Bed: As he 
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zoard the bac Ot lDISW Hai: dd, 
and ſaid, Bleſſed bee God wat pet ſbee is not 
dzowned - But, mp god Lady, wherefoze do 
pou lay ſuch things againſt me ? I ought to 
babe chaſtiſed you, and therefoze A locked faſt 
the do; but in no wiſe J intended it to your 
peril: ye know well what ſozcots J made fox 
pou, when A beard you to habe fallen mts the 


Mell, and therefoze I came thinking to habe 


belped pou. Mhereupoa ſhe fatd, Thau lyeſt 
falſely, A never committed ſuch fauits as thou 
Jayeſt to mee; but it appeareth by a common 
Pzoberb, Pee that is guilty cz culpable him- 
ſelf in a fin, hee judgech eber man to be in 
the ſame; oz elſe, The Father never ſougbt bis 
Son in the Oben, except be had been th rein 
bimſelf? In like caſe conceiveſt thou a falſe 
lurmife of me; but one thing J pzomiſe thee, 
thou ſþalt abide there untill the Wat<-men do 
rome, and the Bell be rung that they map lead 
thee befoze che Judges, to abide end (uffer the 
Law. Chen («id the Knight, UWheretoze lay pe 
ſuch things to mee. that am old impotent, an? 
molt unmeet to delight in ſuch a game: J have 
dwelt long in this City, and never was defa- 
med, and therefoze let me in, that. to me oz to 
Pour ſelf, pe do no ſþbame. She ſaid, Pee ſay 


in bain, It is beiter that pee fozethink pour 
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ns in this UWogld, then in Bell: habe na 
| mind what the Wiſeman ſaith, A Pm: man 
rich man a Lyer, and an Old man 


What need was it foz pou to flander me? and 
tannot be content when as pee babe the flower 
* of mp youth at your pleaſure, but yet tunneſt 

to Parlots, and therefoze it is the great grace 
of God that you habe time and ſpace to foze- 
think ft, leſt yee ſþould perffſþ and be damned 
foz moze ſinns, and therefoze ſuffer your pe- 
nance patiently. The A night ſata, O mp beſt 
belobed Lady, although it be fo, pet is God 
mercttull, and he asketh nothing of a Sinner, 


but that. be amend bis life, and fozethink bim- 


ſcif, and do penance foz bis fins. Now let 
me come in, & I will make amends, She ſafd, 
what Debil hath made you ſa gaod a Pzeacher ? 
but ſo you come not in. And as they thus ſpake, 
the Beil rung, and then be intreated bery ker⸗ 
bently, ſaping, Now ſuffer me to come in. that 

J be not aſbamed fo2 eber: She anſwered, The 
ringing of the Well dotb pretend the health of 
pour Soul. And as this was (aid, then pze- 
ſentlp came the Match men about the City, 
i and found the Knight tanving in the ſtreet and 
ſai® to him, O gd man, it is not good that ye 
ſtand hergin this hour of tbe night. As ſ& 

| heard the boice of the TWitih men, ſhee laid. 
Govdfellows, avenge me on that oh accurſed 
| backed 


a Feol, God bateth : To de pdf- and xih— 
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The ſeven wiſe | 

hope - hunter, foz ye know whole daughter J 
am: This curſed old man is wont eberp night 
to leabe mp bed, and ga to his Whbozes © Yar» 
lots. I have long time fozbozn bim, and would 
not ſhew it,ns2canplatn on him to mp friends 
foz J truſted that he would hade amended bis 
miſcule, and it helpeth not: A 10 therefoze take 
bim, a puni'þ him aftec the Law, that all ſucy 
old doters may take £rample by bim. Then the 
Match men took him and all night chaſtiſed 
bim in pꝛiſon, and on the mozrow they put him 
on the Pillozy. n ſaith the Maſter tothe 
Emperour, Loo, habe pou underſtood what I 


. 


babe ſaio? e he ſafd, right well. Then ſaid the 
Maſter if pou put to death pour ſon by the in⸗ 
fitgatioh of your Mife, it ſpali chance unto pau 
worſe than to the Rnight. 

Tbe Empetour ſaid,ſbe was the woꝛſt Ut9- 
man that eber I heard of, that ſo fall» bzought 
ber Yusband ts ſhame and rebuke: J ſay unto 
pou, Paſter, That foz the reaſon of this exams» 
ple, my Son ſþall not dye this day. The Maſter 
ſaid unto him, if you do ſo, then pou do wiſely, 
and that hereafter you $411 joy: ſo J commit 
you to God, and thank you foꝛ pour patient hea- 


ring, and foz the ſparing sf pour Sonz and (8 
be departed. 
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5 Maſters. 
The third complaint of the Empreſs,more full 
of cunning and diſſembling forrow thaa tha 
former. 


VV hen the Ernpzeſs heard that the Child 


was not dead, ſwe wept bitterly, and en- 
tred into ber pꝛiby Chamber. and tare her skin 
with her nails, and wich a loud voice er ped, A- 
las that eber J was bozn, that J o great a 
kings Daugbter, ſbould be thus intreated 6 ſha» 
med, And therefoze can habe no remedy. Yer 
Gentlewoman hearing this, went and ſhewed 
it ta the Emperoꝛ, and hee went unto her, and 
comfozted her, ſaping,D Lady weep not ſo, ne 
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cry nof, fo? | 
ſwered, the lobe that I habe and owe unto you, 
maketh me moze ſozrow, than the contempt of 
the death: foz whp ? the in ward lobe of peur 
heart, hath bttherta pꝛobibited, and letteo me, 
that J habe not returned again unto mp Ceune 
try, to mp Father - but I feer, ſhould J fo 
do, it might turn to your harm, foz he is 
mighty ts honour me with bis riches, and ſa re- 
benge mp quarrell and deſpite inn ſuch wiſe 
that pes might cepent it. Mhereto fad the 
Emperour, let that paſs out of your mind, nei- 
ther, repeat it any moze, foz as long as J libe. 
I ſþall neber fail pou; And ſhe ſafd, Logd, J 
pee ꝓ G Mat you map long libe: but 4 fear 
me that it chall happen to pcy, as it befell to a 
Knight and bis Sonne that would not bury 
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The ſeven wile * — 
Bis Fathers bead in the Cburch · yard, and pet 
his Father Cain faz him. Then ſaia the Einye, 
mr; fhett b-—Erane hom tt mz 
be wauld not bucy his Fachers head. She {aid 4 
A ſpall do ft foz psur peofft. | | 


The third Ex1-n-l-of h. Emp: -1-, 
N the City o. Rom there mas a Knight 
which had two *@1:4bte! = © ove ſon. And this 
Knight bad ſo great deii cbt iu hunting, juſting, 
and Tourney, tha; all things that he might 
winne and get, be aid and ſpent it thereupon, 
In that time libed an Empetoꝛ named Oc&a⸗ 
vian, which in bis riches of Gold and fiber ex- 
ceded all other Kings and Princes, inſomuch 
that he had 3 Tower full of Gold, and ozdafned 
a Knfght ts have che keeping and charge there- 
of. This Knight that ſo hauated Juſting, and 
ether idle Games came to ſo great poberty, chat 
be was fozced, eut of che extremity of his ad- 
berſe Foztunes, to ſell his Heritage, and called 
to him his Sonne, and ſafo, By Sonne, it be- 
zobech me of your counſell, tc? neceſſity and 
poberty compellech me to ſell mine Heritage. 
ot 02 eife to find ſome other wap whereby J map 
"i; tibe; foz if I tÞould ſell mine Heritage, boch you * 
| | | and pour Siſters thould periſh, Then the Son 
* ſaid, Father, If pte can find anp manner of 
means without ſelling of pour Peritage. I 
Þon]d be ready to help you. The Father * ' 


r — 
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Maſters. 
J habe thought on a god counſel: The Empe- 
I Four hath a great Tower full of God, by night 
—timeJetus together with Inſtruments, dig 
and h2W thozow the Lower, and let us take of 
the Sold as much as {ball ſuffice us. Where». 
\ unto the Son anſwered, and ſaid, That coun» 
fell cannot be ameneed, foz it is better of the 


Emperours Gold to take, (io help us) then to 
ſelf our Heritage. 


to the Lower. a with Inſtruments bey made 
a bole thozow the Mall, aud totz as much 
gold as they could both carry away at that time 
and the Maight payed bis debts, and haunt- 
ted again Juſts',-as hee did befoz2; untill an 
was ſpent and conſumed. In the mean TH 
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e ſeven wiſe 
the Keeper of the treaſure went into the Tow⸗ 
er, and when be ſaw the Treaſure Rolten, 
and a great hole made thozow the Mall, be be: 
gan to wax ſoze att aid, and went unto the Em-. 
perouc, and ſpewed bow it was beſallen. Ta 
whom the Emperour ſaid all angry, 2Wþ:t 
needeſt thou to [þew that? babe J not delib-rev 
to thee mp Treaſure, a therefoze of the J will 
ask ft? Anon as the Keeper heard that, be went 
to the Lower again. and ſet befoze the bole a 
great Ueſſell full of Pitch melted, with ather 
gins of ſubttlty, that no man might come in at 
that hole, but hee mult needs fall into that 
UWeffell; and if hee had therein fell, he could no 
moze come out of ft. Not long after the Knight 
had all the gold conſumed and ſpent, and went 
again with the Sonne to the Tower, to ſteal 
moze Gold. Andas the Father went in ficlt, 
anon bee was fallen into the U eſſell full of 
Pitch to the neck, and when her ſaw that hee 
was taken, and could not get out, he ſaid to bis 
Honne, follow mee not, foz if thou doeft, thou 
_ caultnoteſcape by any means. Then ſaid the 
Sanne, 0d ocetend that 4 fpould not beip 


pou : Foz tf you are found, we are all but dead; 
c it that pou may not be bolpen by me, I ſpall 
ſek counſel how that you may bee delivered 
and holpen;: The Father ſaid, there is none o⸗ 
ther Counſell, but with thy ſwozy ſmite-of my 
bead, and as my Body is found bn — 
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head, no man (bail know me, and ſo thou and 
mo Dayybrecs map efc:PL d abo!'d this wozins 
iy ſpeme and death. The Son ſaid, Father, ye 
have given the beſt counſellz Foz if it were ſo 
tht any man might perceive anp Knowledge 
, Bf p2u, none of us ali ſpall eſc:pe the death, and 
it is eJpedtent thet pour bead be ſmitten; 
anon be ezew ou! his (werd, En ſmote cf his 
Fathers head, cn2c:lt ti info a Pit, and then 
went and ſpewed unte the Siſters all che mats 
ter, who many dapes after pꝛibily bew2iizd 
che death of their Fachtr. After this che Keeps 
er ok the Treacure came into the Tower, 
. and found a bodp without a bead; whereat he 
wondzed ſoze and ſbewed it to the Emperout; 
| to wem he ſaid, Bind ihat Boop ©: i tail of 
an e zie, and ſo dꝛado it thozow all the Streets 
of the City, and diligently take god herd if pe 
beat any cr p, oz wi ping: Whereſoeber pee 
hear that, he is the Lo2d of the Pouſe; take all 
them, and the Bodp, dzaw them to the Gal» 
lows and hang them. The which (he Empe⸗ 
reurs ſetvants fullfilled accoꝛding to his com- 
maemndement: — as ibey ct me Gn the. 
Boule of the de: = n1o0t; the Waugt 
ing the body of their dead{atber, made a mar⸗ 
batlous great ſpꝛitze, and wept pitiouflp; and 
es tbeit 2Bzother beard that: anon bee Woun- | 
ded bimteit with a Knife; ſo that areatplen- | If 
ty of did came ent of the wound. a | Þ 
cer 0 


The ſeven wiſe. 

cers when they beard the cry. entred into the 
houſe, demanding th? cauſe of their cl-mour. 
Then anſwered the San, they lament becauſe 
J am thus wounded : Foz when my filers ſaw 
my blood ſo c bundantl tz go out as pou ſee, hey 
began to weep and cry: and when the Officer g 
ſaw the wound, they beleebed his woꝛds; and fa 
deceibed went their wapes 6 hung the Ki:frhts 
body upon the Galiows, where be hung a long 
time. and his San would neither take bis bod⸗ 
down from the Gallows, noꝛ pet bury bis head. 
The Empꝛeſſe ſaid, underſtand ye what J habe 
ſaid: the Emperoz ſafd. Kight well. 


The declaration cf the Example. 

Den ſpake the Empzeſs thus: My Lo2d, J 
fear it will ſo chance to vou d ts pour fon, 
this Knight foꝛ the lobe of his Son was made 
po, and firft he committed theft and bzake che 
Tower : Secondly, cauſed himſeif to bee be- 
headed, that his Chiloꝛen ſpould have no ſpame. 
After, the Son caſt his head into the Die, and 
buried it not, neither in Church noꝛ Church⸗ 
pard; and his body bee ſuffered to hang ſtill up- 
on the Gallows : If that he could not habe ta- 
ken it down in the dap, hee might well habe 
done it in the night. In the ſame manner ve la- 
bour night and 3 pee may Nome our 
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on, that he may raign after you in your Em; 
pire. Tyerefoze J adviſe you, that you ſpEdilp _ 
take away bis Life: who libing, (ould ſud- 
denly pzobe the deſtruction of yours. The Em⸗ 
perez faid, pou habe ſhewed me a god example. 
Che Knights Sonne when he had ſmitten off 
bis Fathers bead, would not bury it: without 
doubt my Sonne ſpall not do ſo to me; but hee 
5non commanded bis Officers that they ſhould 
lead him to the Gallows, and they all obeped 
bis Commandement _ As they led him 
thzough the Streets, the People made a great 
Noiſe and Lamentation, crying, Alas, alas, che 
onely Sonne of che Emperour is led again to- 
ward che Gallews: and as they led him, the 
Third Paſter named Craton, came Riding 
upon an Hoꝛſe, and as the Child ſaw him, he dio 
bow down his bead to him, as though hee had 
ſaid, Pabe mind upon me, The People cried , 
ſaying, O good Waſter, haſt you, and ſabe pour 
Diſciple; and ſo he (mote his Yoeſe with bis 
Spurres, and baſted him to the Palace. And 
when he came befoze the Emper oꝛ, be honoura- 
bly ſaluted him. Who ſaid, Thy comming hi⸗ 
ther ſ(þall nothing avail thee.fo2 I think it long 
untili J be rebenged on tbee. The Maſter ſaid, 
J hopes at mp comming to habe ben welcome, 
E ts babe bad a better reward, and not ſo to be 


3; be Empe C 


4 WF I er. JP 


ferved, ſo it ſþall be 5 you. To m"_ be 1 


— 


— 
— 


—— 


- * 4 - 


- 
Sa. 43. a. 
*, 4 
*% - Ov + Yom 


„ 8 1 y 1 
——— — — * had AN . 4 N 


— 
© aw 
. <> 


—— . 


o * 
* . ms 4 « py . 44.08 
_— * ** — — ar” 
a . , ” - = 
. * ” o a+ 4 „„ — 
- * 5 —— 4 OR 
0 - 


— _— —— 
—_— — 4 
= 


24 K« 7 2s 
— — — 
— - 


1 "AI p * a 
em. mmm 71—*.— — —— 22 
* —— 
— 5 = 
* 


— — 
* Q 
| 1 4 -_— 
' 


1 pad a Py, the which be lobed ſo well, ot 


Jt 


8 


— 


The ſeven wiſe 
By Lozd, what have I deſerbed ? The Empe⸗ 
rour ſaid, pee right well deſer be death, foꝛ x 
delibered pou my Bonne well ſpeaking, and 
well mannered, foꝛ to be infozmed and taught: 
o pe habe delivered him again unto me dumb. 
and a Ribauld ? To whom the Paſter ſaid, 
An that you ſay bee is dumb that I commit to 
God: For he maketh che dumb to ſpeak, and 
deaf to hear. But in that you ſay be would 
habe infozced your Wife, that would I gladly 


know, ff any Creature habe ſeen that, foꝛ there 


is no matice abobe the malice of a woman, and 


chat I {all pzobe by a god Example: chat a 


EToman is full of falſpod and unknown de- 


ceits; and if you put to death rot Sonne foz | 


the woꝛds of your Wife, it (þall happen unto 


| 


Pou, as it did to a noble-man, of his Wife and 


bis Pie, the whith he lobed marbiloufſp : To 
whom the Emperour ſatd, A pzay you tell me, 
bow that Women are full of malice 6 leafings, 
Who ſafd, J will not ſpe w it, but if peu will firſt 
call again pour Son from death, then at pour 
pleaſure I 311 ſbew the Example, Then the 
Emperour anon made his Son to bee called à- 
gain and to be put in Pꝛiſon. Then the Ma⸗ 
fer began to tell the Example in this manner 
and fozm following. 
I he Example of the third Mafter, 

/T” Þere was in a City a rich Burgeſs that 
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ve habe, tbe which he loved full well: but ſhe on 
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Miſters. 4 | 1 
every day be taught ber to ſpeak Latine e e- 
bzew : and when ſhe had learned very perfealp ge 
to ſpeak thoſe two Languages, all that ſbe ae 
and heard, ſþe ſþewed and told her Maſter. | 
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This young man bad a fair peung Wife aa 


the contrary loved him not, becauſe he was not 
of that lacivious refozmance, ſoz to anſwer her 
luſts accoꝛding to the height of her deſtres: and 
therefoze ſþe had another fair poung man, that | 
ſbe lobed abobe her-Yusvand : and alwayes as — 1 
ber Busband was out dot che Town, about bis 


Perthandiſe. and other buſineſle, ſper fent foz 
her beſt belobed, that they might mate good — |: 
cheat together. Ode Pie as pes eſpied that. 
told it to hex Matter AN bie comming home 1 


The ſeven wile 
in ſuch a manner, as the noiſe thereof ran alt o 
der the City of her adulter, where foꝛe her hus· 


band many times bzabled and td with ber, 
ſþe anſwered him, Pe beleebe pour curſed Pie, 
which as long as ſpe libe th ſpall alwaies make 
betwixt us variance & diſcoꝛd: and he ſaid, that 
Pie cannot lpe, foꝛ what tþe ſe ih and beareth, 
that ſpee telieth me. and thereſoze I beltere 
her moze than pou. It foztuned that this man 
went into a farre Country about his Berchen- 
diſe, and as ſoon 3s hee was gone, bis Wife 
ſent fo2 her Friend and Lobe, to ſolace & make 
good cher with him: but be durſt not come by 
Daylight, but abode until! the ebening, leſt 
that be ſpould be marked and ſeen of the people: 
and when the niaht was come, then he knocked 
at the Gate, and ſþe was ready and opened it: 
Bee ſaid, J fear that the curſed Pie ſpall. 
accuſe us: foz by her is come great Slander 

upon us thzough all the City: Enter in, ſbee 
ſaid, boldlp, and fear not: and thep ſpould 
paſs thozow the Hall, where the Pie was in 
ber Cage,. ſbe heard him ſay theſe wezds,D mp 
moſt belobed, I fear mee greatly leſt that the 
Pie ſpould bewzay us. And as the Mi fe. b earꝭ 
that, (be ſaid, Be ſtill, Fool, it is dark, ſbe map 
not ſee you. Then the Pie hearing that, ſaid, 
Af I ſee thee not, I hear thy voice, and thou 
del won to my Maſter, foꝛ thou fleepeſi with 
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Maſters. 

rap Miſtreſs; and when my Maſter commeth, 
7 (hall tell bim. The young man hearing that, 
ſafd, told 3 not you, that the Pie would diſco⸗ 
ber us? And the Wife ſaid, tear not, foz this 
Night wee will be abenged on the Pie: : and (6 
they entred into the Chamber, and ſlept toge- 
ther that night. About midnigbt the Mile a- 
roſe and called her Mato, and ſaid, Fetch me a 
Ladder, and ſet it up to the Koof of the Pouſe, 
chat I map rebenge me on the Pie. The Malo 
did eben ſo, and ſo they went up both, and made 
a hole thozoto the cobering of the Pouſe, right 
ober the Pie, and there-thozow caſt ſand, clap, 
ſtones, and water upon the Pie, inſomuch that 
the pov2 Pie was almoſt dead: and on the moz- 
row the poung man went out early at the back 
do. And when the good man was come bame, 
as his cuſtome was, hee went and biſlfed the 
Pie, and ſaid to her, O Pie, my belobed Bird, 
tell mee how thou haſt fared the whiles that F 
habe been out? She ſaid, Maſter, A ſþall tell 
pou tidings that J habe beard: Pour Mife, ag 
ſoon as you were gone, by the Nigbt time ſhe 
let a maa come in. And as ſom as I beard that, 
I told bim that I wauld ſbew it to you, at pour 
comming home , et notwithſtanding ſhee led 
him into your Chamber, and flept with him 
ell nigbt: pou aske me alſo how that J habe 
done in paur abſenc2, and I ſap to pou of a 
troth, that J never was ſo nigh my death, as 1 

D 3 was 


ne ſeven wille 5 
was that ſame night, with Snow, Pail, and 
Kain, that fell upon mee ſo long together, that 
I was almoſt left fs2 dead. The Mife when 
ſpe beard that, ſaid to ber Yusband : Sir, vou 
beleebs pour Pte, now you map bear what ſhe 
ſaith: She complainetb that in the ſame Night 
there fell ſo much Snow, Hail and Kain, upon 
her, that (bee was almoſt dead: ard pet there 
was none of all them that ſame night, foe there 
was not fn the year a fairer na cl-arec nigbt 
than it was: and theretfoze from hence foꝛth be- 
lebe her not. Then went the goo) man to bis 
Neighbours, and asked of them, If that night 
were any Tempeſt oz Rain: They anſwered. 
That tome of them walked that Night, and in 
all that year they bad not ſ@na fatrer Night : 
then went he to his houſe,and ſaid to his Wite, 
A habe found pou in a truth,'e: the Night wos 
bery fair and clear, as J under ſtand of pour 
Neighbours. Pou map now know ot a truth, 
faid ſbe,that the Pie is a Iyer. witb bet leaſings 
ſher bath fown and made much diſcoz> betwixt 

us: and mozeober, I am defamed thzouyh the 
City by her falſe leaſings. T ben tbe Bur geſs 
went unto tbe Pie, 4 ſaid, wh*crfoze haſt thou 
made lpes and falſe tales betwirt mee and my 
Mike: is this the thanks that J babe foꝛ the 
Meat that J was wont to gibe thee with wy 
own hands ebery dap? g thou haſt alſo thereby 
bzought my Wife into great defamation 6 diſ- 
; grace 
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grace thꝛougb all the Lown. The Pie antwe⸗ 
red. God knowetþ I cannot iy, foz that which Y 
ſaw and heard habe J {bewed unto pou, Then 
ſafd be, thou lieſt, haſt thou ſaid unto me that 
in the ſame night was Hail a now, 6 Rain, 
that thou bad neer band loſt thy life, whtch is 
moſt falſe? And therefs;e from hencefozth thou 
ſþalt make no meze leafings noꝛ dfſcozd betwixt 
mee and mp Wife, and ſe twk the Pie and 
bzake ber neck. 

When as t be Wife ſaw that, fbe was glad, 
and ſaid Naw habe you dort well, now may 
wee all our daies libe in reſt and Peace. And 
when hee bad lain the Pie, bee loked up and 
ſaw in the top of the bouſe, a Ladder, and a bef- 
ſell with water, ſand, and ſtones; and when he 
bebeld that he perceibed the falſbodofhis wife 
and cryed with a loud boice, Mo be to me, that 
foz my Wibes words J babe flain my Pie, 
and alſo my ſolace and jop loſt, the which in all 
things ſaid to mee truth. And as bee had thus 
done, anon fee ſozrow be left bis Merchandize 
and all bis Pre, and went cowards the Pole 
Lind, and never turned again towards pts 
Wite. Then the &after ſaid to the Empe- 
rour, Sir, babe vou underſtod what J (ard ? he 
anſwered. Right well. The Maſter ſaid, w s 
not that a falſe and aurſed Mife that ſo by bet 
fallbwd, deceit, and cunning, cauſed the Pie to 
be ain: The @mperour ſaid, In troih ſpe 
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The ſeven wiſe 


was full of falſeneſſe: it pitteth me greatly 16 


think upon the Pie, the which foꝛ ber true ſap- 
ing loſt her life. Merily J ſay unto pou, chat your 
babe told mee a bery fatr Example : therefore 
this day my Sonne ſþall not dye. Then ſatd 
the Maſter, Str, you do wiſely, & 3 thank you 
that you habe ſpared your Son this dap foꝛ my 
ſake, and ſo to God J commend pou. 
The fourth complaint of the Empreſſe. 
vw Hen the Empꝛels heard that che Child 
was not dead, ſþe made a great noiſe 6 
crying, in ſuc wiſe,that ſhe was beard thozow 
the Palace, 6 ſaid, Mo be unto me that eber 1 
was made Empzeſs; would God that J bad 
died, when J was firſt bzougbt into theſe parts, 
EHhen the Emperour beard the botce and crp 
that ſbee made, he entred into tbe Chamber, 
and comfozted ber as much as hee could, and 
demanded the cauſe of her lamentation. Who 
raid, O mine own Lozd, habe you no wonder 
though that J be in this ſoxrow and agony, 
foz J am pour Mife, and in your company by 
your Sonne I am aſbamed, and xe ſaw lately 
the bloody marks of his fnfozcement upon mp 
tender fle{þ, and pou habe pzomiſed me that be 
there foze ſhould be hanged. and pet be libeth: 
wberefoze ſhould J not be ſoꝛry? The Empe- 
tour anſwered, Be content and pleaſed, and J 
all do Juſtice upon my Sanne to mozrow : 
dut that I fozbare him Pefterdsy, was at the 
mobing 
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Maſters. | 
mobing of one of his Maſters by an Ornate: 
Then ſaid ſbe, habe you foꝛbid todo juſtice fox 
one woꝛd? were it (6. yet foz a wozd pe ſhould 
not let to do juſtice; and ye ſay. foz the Eram- 
ple of one Maſter, pe habe left it. I fear me 
it ſþail happen to you, and wſth pour Maſters, 
as upon a time it foztuned unto an Empe tour 
with his Seben Wiſe W3ſters : The Empe⸗ 
rour ſaid, I pzap you fell mee that Example: 
She ſaid, To what intent ſhould J labour in 
bain? Foz peſterday I ſbewed you a god exam. 
ple, and it abailed not: a whatſoever I (þew fox 

pour honour and pzofit,that tbe Maſters of yaur 
Bonne turn up and down to your deſtruction, 
as in this pꝛeſent example J ſþall clearly bew. 
unto you; Lo whom the Emperour fat), O mp 
beft belobed Lady, tell me that exampie, that 
by the ſame J map the better beware: fez 
though thzough my clemency x gabe one daies 
benefit of life to my Ban, 1 tall not therefoze 
gibe him his life, fo2 that which is deferred, is 
not there foꝛe foꝛgibenʒand ſhe ſaid. Gl :dly ſh ll 
I ſhew it to you to pour pꝛofit, and began to 
tell as it hereafter followech. 

The fourth Example of the Empreſs. 
Ometime there was inthe Citp of Rome 
ſeben wiſe Maſters, by whom all the Em- 

pfre was goberned 6 ruled. & the Emperoz that 
then was, did neber attempt anp thing without 
the Tounſelt of the Walters ; whereupon they 

(percet- 
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cunning that the Emperour was fo affected 
and tnclined to them, that without them hee 
would not ozdain oz do any thing; debifed 
by their Art and cunning, that the Emperour 
ſþould clearly ſi as long as be was in the Pal⸗ 
lace, but as fon as he was out of the Pallace, 
be (þould become blind: and that did they, to 
the intent that they might the moꝛs freelp habe 
the dealing tbemſelbes of all things, that ap- 
pertatned to the Emperour : by the which they 
got and won to them great pzofit and lucre of 
geods; aud after they had made and wzought 
the Experiment, they could neber change it, noꝛ 
yndoe it afterward, but the Emper our abode 
fill blind many years: And the Seben Ma- 
ſters made and pꝛoclaimed thꝛougbout the Em- 
pire, that it anp man bad dzeamed a dꝛeam, be 
ſpould come unto them with a Florent of Gold 
02 Silber, and they would expound and declare 
unto him the interpzetation of his Dzeam : 
whereby, 6 by other unjuſt means, they obtat- 
nod much moze Subſtance and Money of the 
People, then the Emperour did, So upon a 
time when he late at che Table with the Em. 
pꝛeſſe, bee began to ſigh and ſozrow in himſelf: 
and when ſpee perceibed that, ſbee inquired di · 
ligently of him the cauſe of his heabineſſe and 
dolour ; The Emperour (aid, Should it not be 
beabp and fozrowfull unto me, that J ſo long 


pode been blind, and cannot ſee out of my Pal 
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Malters. 
face , and pet babe and find no remedp? Ta 
whom ſpake the Empzeſſe, and ſaid, Loed 
hear my Counſell, and it ſhall neber repent 
pou, if you do therefoz?. In your Couit pou 
babe Se ben Wiſe Maſter s, by whom pee and 
all the Empire is governed, it you now behold 
and mark this in pour mind, pee ſpall find 
that they are the cauſe of pour blindneſſe, and 
diſeaſe : and if it be ſo, thep are wozthy to dye 
a moſt ſþamefull deatþ : therefoge take, hed, 
my CTounſell and adbice : firlt ſend foz them, 6 
ſbew to them your diſeaſe and fnfirmity, and 
thzeaten them on pain of cheir Libes, that they 
(þould find ſome ſpdy remedy to help pou of 
pour ficknefſe and blindneſſe. This Counſell 
pleaſed the Empersz well. And anon be ſent 
foz the Waſters, and when they were come, 
the Emperoz anon ſpewed unto chem bis infir- 
mitp and blindnefſe, and charged them on 
pain of death, that they ſhould pzeſzniiy ſee 
iome remedy to eaſe hun fpereof. Then anfwes- 
red they, ye defire of us a thing thst is difficult 
and bard to be done thus fnztly, but atbe us 
reſpite fog ten Dates, and then wee will gi be 
pou pour full anſwer, The E »perour was 
therewithall well contented and pleaſed: Then 
the Heben Wiſe Waſiers went to Counſell, 
bow whey map teſtoze unto him his fight a- 
gain, and in ns manner of wiſe could they find 
toe means how to put away the blinoneſs from 
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Ge Emperout, wherefoze they were all right 
fozrowfull, and ſafd among themſelbes, with- 
out we find a remedy, we are all but dead men, 
So thep went from thence thzoughout all the 
Empire, and ſought it they could find anp re- 
medy oz Counſell therefoze. It bappened them 
upon a time going thzough the Citp, and in the 
midſt thereof, they found Childzen playing : 
And after chem came a man witha Talent oz 
Flozent of Gold, and ſaid to them, God Pa- 
ſters, this Night babe J dzeamed a dzeam, the 
IFnterpzetation whereof J would fain know - 
wherefoze A pzay you ſþew mee what it ſigni⸗ 
fieth, and take this Gold to you, That heard 
one of the Childꝛen that played among the o- 
wer, who ſaid unto him, gtbe nie che Gold, and 
then J ſhall expound the Dꝛeam. The Wan 
did, A dzeamed this night that in the midff 
ef mp Mꝛchard was a great Spꝛing of water, 
whereof came many ſmall Spꝛings, that all 
mine Orchard was full, and overflown with 
Mater: The Child ſaid, take a Spade and dig 
in the ſame place whereas pou thought that the 
Mater ſpꝛang out, and there ſpall pee find a 
Þ@Q2d of Gold, ſo great, that pou and all pour 
Child zen and Lineage {hall bee foz eber cich: 
The Wan did as the child had ſpewed him, and 
found the Treaſure accozding to his Mods. 
Then went the Man to the Child, and meted 
him a Pound weight of the Gold that ye = 
oun 
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Maſters. 
found, foz the Interpꝛetation of the Dzeamz 

but he would receive none, but committed him 

to the Pzayers ot the Pan. The Seven Wiſe 
Maſters, when they heard the Child ſo wiſely 
expounded the Dzcam, they (aid to him, Go 

} Child what is pour Name * Oe anſwered and 
ſaid, J am called Merlin. Then ſafd the Pa⸗ 

ſters, We ſce ſurcip great wiſcam in pou, we 

ſþall ſþew unto pou a firange matter, and of 

| that wee would gladly that pte could finda ro- 
medy. Lhe Child ſaid, Shew untome your 
matter: and they ſaid, The Emperor of Rome 

as long as he is in the Palace, he hath his ſight 
ber y clear without any Impebiment, but as 

ſon as he is gone out of the Palece, be is ſo 

blind chat her cannot ſ&. Now if pou can find 

/ out the cauſe thereof, and gibe preſent remedp 
whereby hee map be eaſed and have his ſigbt à⸗ 

gain, pe ſball have a great reward and honour: 

ol che Emperour. Then anſwered the Child, F 
know as well the cauſe of the blindneſſe, as the 
| remedy. {Then ſaid all unto bim, Come with 
us to the Emperour, and pee ſpall be rewarded 
ſo largelp, that pee ſpall be pleaſed. To whom 

+ the Child ſaid, J am ready te go with peu. 
And when they came wiih the Child befoze the 
Emper our, thep ſaid unto him, Lozd, le here 
is the Child that wee habe bzougbt befoze pou, 
the which ball fullfill pour deffre touching the 
cauſe of peur blindneſſe, and the recober ing of 
pour 
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The ſeven wiſe 

your taht, the Emper oꝛ ſaid, Good maſſers will 
pou take it upon vou, and a bide cher by, that the 
Child ſhall per foꝛm this attempt ? chen all ſatd 
Pea:toꝛ we are expert in bis wiſdom. The em⸗ 
pcroz turned himlelf towards the Cbild. a ſatd. 
Mill pou undertake io (elf mee the cauſe oſ mo 
blindneſs, and the rcenievy? tbe Child anſwered 
and ſaid, My Lozd the Emperoꝛ lead me into 
pour Bed chamber, and there J ſhall ſhew por; 
what is to be done: « as he was cherein bzought 
be ſaid to bis ſerbants take off the cloatbs off 
tbe bed. and all the apparrell, e ye (ball (&e won- 
ders. And as that was done, they ſaw a Mell 
ſmoaking that had ſeben Springs o2 Flouds, 
the which when the Emperoꝛ ſaw, he marbeiled 
greatly, tbe Child ſaid, Pe ſ& this well, and 
without it be quenched, ye ſhall neber habe pour 
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Maſters. | _ 
ſigbt; the Emperour ſaiv, Pow map that be? h 
the Child ſatd, but by one wap: The Emperoz , * {I 
ſaid, ſpew us tben the means, and if it be poſ- + M$ 
| fible to me it (hall be done: thet J may recober / Ws 
again my fight as well without, as within. 
To whom the Child (aid, Py Lo2d; the Seven 
Spzings of this Yell, are theſe Seben Wiſe 
Maſters; who hitherto habe traiterouflp Go- 
de rned you and your Empire, and habe made 
| pee blind as pee be without pour Palace, that 
' they your Subjects by rxtoꝛtion might pill and 
| pole, pou not (&ing ft. But now they knots 
not the Remedy, therefoze hear you now my 
Counſel!l, and this Mell (þall be quenched and 
extine ; Strike off the firſt Maſters Head, and 
anon ye ſpall ſ& the ficſt Spꝛing que nch, and ſo 135 
by oꝛder one after another, till that they are «il 400 
bdbebeaded, and anon all the Spzings, with tbe | Ti 
Mell, ſþall be vaniſþed and gone awap, and pe 
| {þall babe again pour fight as ye bad vefoze: | 
' and when this was done and fulfilled, the i 
Mell with the Seben Spzings was baniſhed. | :x 
And as the Emperour bad bis fight again, ; 


| be made ide Child a great Lozd, and gabe him 
"Y great abundance of gods: and after (poke the 
Empzeſs, p Lozd, babe pee well percetbed 
| this Example that 4 habe told pou ? And hee 1 
| ſaid, Pea, in the beſt twiſe, and pee habe recite® | | 
2 wozthy and good Example. Thenſaid ſhee, 
In the lame manner pour Beben Wiſe vers 
ers 
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The ſeven wiſe 
ſters intend to do with you, Wich their falſe 
narration, that pur Son may taign ober pour 
Empire, which God foꝛz bis. 


The Declaratioa of the Example. 


T Bis well is your ſon, wbereout floweth te- 

ben Springs, that ſianifie th the ſeben wiſe 
Walters, the which Bon ye may not deſtroy, 
without the ſeben wiſe Maſters be made fable 
and bzought to nouJbt: that done, thts well chat 
is pour Son, wich all his wiles ſhall not eſcape, 
but let him taſt his death, which befits his de- 
ſerts, which are ſbamefull,leſt he bave a help of 
bis Maſters, and after conſcquently the ſeben 
Malters; 66 you iþall gobern and guide pour 
Empire in reft & peace. Lhe Emperoz anon 
commanded his lerbants to lead his Son to the 
Gallows, which they were loth to dv. So was 
there then a great multitude of people gathered 
with great noiſe and bewailing, ſo that the 
noiſe came to the Ear of the Fourth Maſter 
named Malquidrake, the which leapt upon his 
Doſe, and haſted him to the Palace, where 
be met with his Diſciple, and did reberence fo 
vim, and commended him unto him: and when 
be came befoze the Emperoz, and had done his 
obepſance and reberence, as appertained, the 
Emperour then anſwered, and ſaid, Little 
thanks ſpall you habe, pou old curſed Gael 
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Maſters. 
foꝛ fo ill teaching mp Sonne. J delibered pon 
mo Sonne well ſpeaking, and in all things 


tight der tuous; But pou habe ſent him home a 


fol, dumb, and a Ribald, foz he would habe 
lain with mp Witte by fozce, and therefoze all 
ye forthwith together with bim thall be hang; 
ed. Then ſaid che Paſter, Pp Lozd, I habe 
not deſerbed fo nl sf von, God knoweth why 
Four Senne ſpeakech not, in ſpozt time you 
ſhall petceibe other tbings, but the time is not 
yet come: but in that pou ſap hee would habe 
oppꝛefſed pour M ite, chat is not truth noz 
penbed, neither fo one ffnale perfon ſpould 
puu Judge your Donne to deach: At now foz 
te woꝛds of your Mife ye judge pour Sonne 
to die, it (hall be Wozſe ta pou. than to a certain 
old man and his Wife. and that I ſhall well 
pꝛobe. Lo whom the Einperoe ſaid, A think 


Fo do with mer as ſometime Seben wiſe Men 


did to an Emperoz, Mhereunto fard the Pas 
ter , The offence oz treſpaſs of one, oꝛ yet of 
twenip, map not ſound to the rebuke a blame 
8c all ocher: but one thing of a truth I fþall ſpew 
Pou, that ebtil ail come ta you, ifye this dap 
put your Sonne to death faz the woꝛds of pour 
Wife, of the which J could ſhew a notable Ex⸗ 
=mple . Then (aid we Emperoꝛ, Mil ye recite 
that foz my learning: the Waſter ſaid, Af pe 
will call again pour Sonne from death, hen 
will A rehearſe che Example, oz elſe not. The - 

E Empe- 
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The ſeven viſe 

Emperour commanded that be ould be called 
again; and he defired the Maſter ts ſap, as 

hereafter followeth. 

The Example of the fourth Maſter. 

® Pete w2s an old Knight and a risbt wiſe 
man that lived long without wife oz child, 
his friends came to bim oftentiines ano coun⸗ 
felled 6 exhozted bim that be ſboutd take a wiie. 
The Knight thus counſelied end ſtirted hy 
bis friends ſo ottenti mes, 3t we lait be zgrev 
to them; and they gabe him to wife cpecaugh⸗ 
ter of the Pꝛoboſt of Rome, that was rich and 
of comely grace ard fe:ture, whom when bee 
bad ſ&n, anon he was made blind, and taken 
in her lobe, and began to lobe het mar belouſſy 
well, and when they had been married a cer- 
fain ſpace together, end had no cht d, Upon 
a time in a mozning it happened that ſpe went 
to the Church, where ſþe met with ber Wother. 
who ſaid, My Daughter, how pl-aſeth peu 
Four Parriage, and pour Pusban? ? ſhee ſaid, 
Kight bile ; foz you habe gibento mee an vid 
lame man to mi diſconteniment in eil reſprcts, 
and J would you had the ſame time buried we, 
fd I had rather lie, and eat with a Swine, 
than with him, and therefoze J may no longer 
thus endure, but J mult needs lobe another: 
Then ſaid the Mother, God tozbid that, n dear 
Daunbter: how long time babe I been wich 
your Father, and yet neber pitherto babe I 
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© edeytotth ſuch fooliſhneſs 2 The Daughter 

aid, It is no marbell, faz you both met in 
Pour youth i83ewer, and the one tok ſolace of 
the other , but I can ot him receibe no manner 
of cozpozall pleeſure, foz be is cold, an) on the 
Bed be iteth as ſtili as a ſtene 02 as a tbing im⸗ 
mobeable. The Mother anſw-red, If pou lobe 
another, tell mee what be is: The Daughter 
ſafd, J well love a Pꝛieſt: to whom the Mo- 
tber ſaid, It were better, aud leſſe (in fo you fo 
13be a Knight oz a Squire: in \bogt time hee 
would be wearp of me, and after that be would 
do me ſhame, and ſo would not the P2telſt,foz he 
will hold and kep bits oon honour and couns 
fell as well 2s mine; alſs Spirituall men be 
moze true to their lobers than ſecular men be: 
the Mother ſaid, Pear my counſell, and it will 
be foz pour 909d, Old folks are wilp, and fell; 
tempt your Hus band firſt, and if you ſcape him 
without doinax you harm, oz \mfting, then lobs 
the P;iefſt. The Daughter (aid, I map not ſo 
long abide. The Mocher ſaid, pon mp bleffing 
abide till pou habe pꝛobed: The Daughter 
ſaid, Upon peur bleſſing J will abide fo long 
tell J have attempted bim, but fir tell me hob 
Iſpall pzove him? The Mother ſatd, he hath 
in bis Dzþard a tree bohich be lobeth much, 
cauſe it to be mitten down while be is out af 
Dunting,and againſt his conuming home make 


. bima fire therewith, and it he fozgibe it you, 
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The ſeven wiſe 
then may you ſurely lobe the Pꝛieſt. As \þ& 
beard the Counſell of her Bother > fh& went 
home, to whem her Pusband ſafd, where have 
pou been ſo long: ſþee enſw2red, J habe been 
at the Church where J met with my Mother, 
and with ber J babe a little telbed and com⸗ 
muned, and ſo beganne pꝛoperly to diſſemble: 
after Pid-dap, the Knicht code ſozth to Hunt, 
then ſhe thinking upon the counſell of ber Mo⸗ 
ther, went to the Gardiner, and ſaid to him. 
cut dobon this yeung Tree newly planted, that 
I tnay make a fice thereof, to warm my Lozd 
withall at his comming from hunting, foꝛ ft ts 
a great wind, and ſherp. and cold. The Gax- 
diner ſaid, Madam, that A weill not do, fox my 
—— lobeth ns Tree, better than hee e doth all 
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th? other Treez, nevertheleſs J (ball well -4 5 
you to gather wo? enough foꝛ to make a go 
fire, hut in any cafe this J wlll not hebo down, 
As the heard that, then boldly ſþ& tok the 
Are from che Gardiner, and hewed down the 
Fre her ſelf, and made che Gardiner, with 
d ber, to bear it home. At eventng, :when her 
L922 came from hunting, he was bery cold, 
and ſhee made a great fir? and went and met 
wich him, and ſet him a ſto! befoze the fire to 
warm him, and as hee a little while had fütten 
he perc2fbed the odour of the fire, and called to 
him the Gardfner, And ſaid, A feel by this o⸗ 
daour chat che new plant burnech in the Fire; 
| The Gardiner ſatd, Lo22 it is true, my Lady, 
pour Mike, bach felled ft down. The Knight 
ſatd unto ber, God fozbfo that my Plant Þould 
be cut down by you: ſhe anſwered anon, and 
fai Led. J habe done it, knowing he weather 
cold an pau alſo cold, and therefoze A habe oz- 
daine) this fire fo2 pour comfozt: and as the 
K:i12bt heard that, bee looked angry upon bec, 
| and ſaid, O curſed Woman, how wall thou fg 
_ obdurate, relentleſſe, and void of pttp, as to 
bew down fo gentle a paung Tre, the which 
tbou knoweſt well that J loved it abobe all mp 
ocher Tee? Wien he had ſo (aid, tbe began to 
wep, and excuſe her ſelf, and catd, My Lozd, 
F hade done it fo2 paur god, and da pau take ft 
ſo griebauſip: an be ⁊an ta cry, Ma, wo be to 
E 3 me 
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me. Anon as the Knight ſaw che wer ping and 
tears of his Mie, and beard the cauſe, be 
was mebed with pittp, and ſaid unto her, Cesſe 

off your weeping, and beware bow that pou do 
anger me anp moꝛe, oꝛ trouble me in app thing 
tbat 3 love. The next day early in the mozning . 
fb& went again to the Church · yard, and met 
with ber Bother comming home, and they ſa⸗ 
luted cach other. Then the Daußhter Card to 

ber Mother, O dear Mather, J will lobe the 
Pꝛieſt, foꝛ JF habe attempted mp Lozd as pou 
counſelled mee, but all fox nouapt, fez he anon 
ſozgabe it when he ſaw mee a litile wp Then 
ſaid the Potber, Though old men foz one time 
fozgibe, they double the pain another time, and 

tber eloꝛe I counſel pou, that you yet once a- 
gain atiempt bim. Then ſaid th? Daughter, J 
map no langer abide, fox I ſuffer ſo much pain 
foz the lobe of the Pꝛieſt, that with my tongue 
J cannot fell it,therefoze pou ſþali pardon mt, 
I will no moze follow noz ds after pour coun- | 
ſell: chen ſai2 the Mather, fo the lobe that the | 
Child ſpould habe unto the Mother, attempt 
him pet once moze foz pour Fathers bleſſing, 
6 then if yay go quietip without any barm 6 ;- 
beating, lobe the Pꝛieſt in the name of God. \ 
Then ant deres tge Daughter, It is tb mer 
great pain ſo long time to abide, nevertheleſs, 

[| { foz the bleſſing of my Father J will once moze 

1 attempt him, but tell mee how I ſþall ay 
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The Mether ſaid, J underſtand that ber hath a 
üttle hound that be loveth well, and kepetþ his 
bed, ciſt che hound With ſa great might befoze 
bis face auainſt the Mall that it dye, and if pe 
eſcape without a ſttipe, oz that ke foꝛgibe ou 
it lightly, then in the name of God lobe the 
Pꝛieſt: Then the D wghter ſatd, A will in all 
wings da arter pour Counſell, fog there is uo 
Daughter living at this day, that would moze 


' . gladlp habe the bleſſing of the Father and Po- 


ther, thn J: And ſo ſte bade the Mother fare- 
well, and went te her hauſe again, and that 
day with great impoztunitty and trouble of her 
beart, (be bzaugbt to the night, and when the 
night was come, ſpee cammanded the bed to be 
c2vered with pur ple and cloath of gold, wilt 
the Knight late by the fire, and when the Bed 
was made thys ready, the little Bound as he 
was eccuſtomed, did leap upon the Bed and ſþe 
t9k him by the Hinder legs, and with a wood 
an) malicious heart , {hee caſt him againſt the 
Mall, that it lay ſtill drad ; when the good old 
Kntght ſaw that, Pee was marbelouſip angry, 
and ſaid with a loud voice to his Miſe, O thou 
molt cryel and fpfghtfull of ali wicked women, 
bow couldeſt thou fin) fn thine heart to kill 
that gentle Hound that I loved ſa much? Lozd, 
ſaid ſbe, habe pou nat ſen how the Hound bwetth 
bis f&t (coming out of the Mire) hath berayed 
our Bed, that is ſo pzecioutſy cobered wilh 
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rich clothes. And the Knight ſaid, with muy 
anger; know you not that I lobed much better 
my little Bound than the bed: when thee heard 
that, anon ſhe beganne pittozfip to weep, and 
ſaid, Mo be to me that t bet J was bozn fo all 
things that J do foz the beft, it fs ail turned i4- 
to the woꝛſt. The Knight aut of theatr?aſure of 
bis goodneſs and pitty would not ſuT.r þ weep- 
ing and la mentation of his Mite, but foz that 
be lobed ber ſs well, he laid unto her, caſe pour 
weeping, foz A fozgibe it you altogether : and 
A counſell you that pou beware bow that you 
diſpleaſe me from hencetozth, and ſo the y went 
to bed together. 
. Upon the mozrow {Hee raſe up ver p earlp 
and went to the Church, where $2e met with 
her Mother, to whom when (þ2 had dane rebe⸗ 
rence as it behoved, ſpee ſaid, Daher, nw will 
A lobe the Pzteſt, fo: J babe attzwpied mp | 
Pusband the ſecond time, and all things hee | 
Lath ſuffered. The Mother ſeid, O mp deac 
Daughter, there is no cruelty oz falſpd abobe 
the ccuclty of eld fo'ks, and theretcze 4 coun- 
lell you, that you pet once moꝛe pꝛabe bim: to 
whom th: Daughter anſwered, Bother pe la- 
bour tn vain, foz if you wiſt what, and how 
much pains that J ſutfer toz the Pzfefts labe. 
pe ſbould rather help me, if ye lobed me. The 
Mother laid, hear me Daughter this one time, 
and J fþall neber let yau moze, Thin bow 
| you 
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pau adibe ſucked Milk out of my 1B2eſts, and 

the creat pain that I ſuffered foz you at pour 
birth, by theſe pains, mp dear Daughter, Y 

defire and charge pou, that pou deny not this 
gd petition, and J pzomiſe God no moze to 
let pou, no2 hinder pou of pour intent, but ra- 
ther to help pou therefoze. Then anſwered the 
Daughter, It is tomy great pain to abſtain 
mee, and to fozbear my ſ\cl# ſo long from the 
lobe of the Pzteſt, Mebertheleſs foz the great 
charge that ye habe laid to me, and alſo foꝝ that 
ye habe made a bow no moꝛe to let mee, but to 
further me, tell me how J might attempt bim, 
and J ſhall once moze gibe the adventure, The 
Mother ſaid, J know well that on Bunday 
next comming, hee intendeth ta babe us all at 
Dinner, and there ſhall be pour Father, and A, 
and all your friends, with all the reſt of fhe Cf- 
ty; and when you are fer in pour place, and all 
the Meats are bzought, and lerbed upon the 
Table, faſten pour ke pes pꝛibily that hang at 
your Girdle in the Table cloth, and then da 
pou feign to habe fozgotten your Knffe, and 
ſay theſe woz0s openly : See what a ſþozt wit 
JI amof, J have fozgotien my Knife in mp 
Chamber: and then riſe up baſt!1y and go, and 
the Cloth, with all the Beats, you ſpall caſt 


dow, and oberthꝛow upon the ground: and it 


pee eſcape without pain, J make a bow to 
God, that J ſhall never let you after. The 
Daugh⸗ 
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"TY eleven Wie 
Daughter ſaid, That I ſhall gladly do, and &@ 
to ber leabe and departed. The Feaſt day 
came, and all as che Potber ſaid was bid, 
the ſervant made ready and covered the Tabl⸗, 
all were ſet at Table, and the Daughter ſate 
ober againſt ber Loꝛd: and when the Table 
was well ſerbed with meats and other things 
thereto belonging, The Lady of the houſe faid 
with a loud boice, S bow fozgettull I am, 4 
babe left my knite in my Chamber, which J 
muſt fetch, and ſo roſe up haſtily, and dzew the 
Cloth with all the Meat upon it with her, and 
all the Gold Meſſells, and Saints, fell upon the 
ground: the K night waxed ſoze angry in heart, 
but be foz ſhame diſſembled befoze bis gueſts, 
and commanded another clean Cloth, and o⸗ 
ther meats to bee bzought, and with jop and 
mirth hee ſaluted bis gueſts to eat and make 
god ear, that by bim they were all made 
merry : The Feaſt oz Dinner done, they gabe 
al thanks to the Knight, and tok thefr leabes 
and departed eberp man towards his own 
houſe. Upon the next day in the mozning the 
Aniaht to early and went to the Church 
and heard Serbfce, after wht her went fs 
a Barbour. and ſaid unts bim, Sir, are pou ex- 
pert in blood · letting, in what bein that I will 
deflre pou ? be ſaid, Sir, J am expert in what 
dein that you can name in a mans Body. The 
Wnight ſaid, J am well conten',come with — 
an 
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and when hee was come to bis houſe, he enired 
into his Chamber where his wife lap in Bed, 
and ſaid unto her, riſe up (peg 1y : then ſaiv the, 
What ſpall I ds up ſoearly, it is not yet nine 
of the Clock? the nig d ſaid, Pou muſt riſe 
- uf, foꝛ you mult bse letten blodd i in borh pour 
Arms: (be ſaid, J was ne lur letten bio, and 
| 


ſpall I now bleed ? then ſaid che Knight. That 

is truth, and therefoze pou are a FOI. Kemems 

ber pt not that firſt pe bewed down my Tree, 

and another time you killed mp little Pound, x 
peſterday you ſbamed me befoze all my friends 

and Parents? and the fourth is, if that F ſhoutd 
ſuffer you thus to go on, you ſbould foz eber 
confound and ſpame mee. The cauſe hereof Y 
conſider, that you ha be ebil and wild bid with» 

in pour body, and therefoze J will that the coꝛ· 

; Trupt blos ſpall be dꝛawn out, that pee from 
bencefoꝛth ſþall put mee to no moze ſþ2me and 
) anger, and ſo cauſed to be made a great Fire; 
And ſpe ſtood and cryed. and held up ber hang 
towards Yeaben, and ſaid, Py Loꝛd fo zgive 
my treſpaſs, and habe pit:p upon mee at this 
time. and J will neber moze off:nd yoy. The 
Anigbt ſaid, Pꝛap foz no mercy, foz the mer ty 
that God bath wzounbt towards the at (is 
pzeſent, ts this, that except thau boldeſt out 
thine arm ſtraight, I (all (on ta be thy brart 
bled ; and hee ſaio alſo to the Barber, Smite 
bat, and mabe a dep bole in ber arm; oz 1 
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e jeven Wire 

I ſþall give you a great ſtripe; then ſmofe the 
Barber ſo ſoze, that the bloo> came abundant- 
ly out, and the Knight would not ſuffer him to 
ſtanch it, untill the time that (be changed her 
colour in her biſage, and as this was done, hee 
bade it to be ſtopped, and toftfed the Bar ber to 
finite the bein upon ie other Arm: then ſhe 
cryed with a bery loud botce, My ſweet Huſ⸗ 
band, I pꝛap you habe compaſſion upon mee, 
foz now A dte : The Knfghi anſocred, Wit, 
pou ſhould habe thought upon this befoze, ere 
you had done to me theſe thzee ebill tazments 
o2 deſpights : then ſhee held out ber left Arm, 
and the Barber ſmote therein a great hole that 
the blood came cut right ugly. and be? ſuffered 
her to bleed. until the time that tbe colour in ber 
biſage was changed, and that ſh ſwounde? + 
Then ſatd the Knight, Now bind her arm, and 
ſt anch it, and ſaid unto her Now gs to bed and 
ſtuꝛp, and think hencefozth how you map a- 
mend your life oꝛ elſe J ſpall dzaw the blod of 
pour heart; and as this was dene, he gabe the 
Barber his reward, and then hee went again 
unto his own houſe, and his w te being under 
the bands of ber Maids nigh dead, was led to 
her bed: ſhe bade one of her Maidens go to her 


Mother in all haſte. and (ay that J d-fire her ts 


come ſpeak with mee befoze J die: the Mother 
wben ſher bad heard that, was glad of the co · 
rection of her Daughter, and ca'ne a 
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Maſtere. 
ber. ben the Daughter heard her Mother. 
{te ſaid, O mp molt { weet Mother, J am almoſt 
dead, fo2 J bebe bled ſo much blood, that J be⸗ 

liebe 3 (pall not eſcape the death, Then anlive., 
red the Bother. Said J not unto you that old 
men are right cruel and fell: win ye now lob 
the Pꝛieſt: She laid, the Debill may the Peteſt 
conround and ſhanie, A will neber lebe other 
but mp Hus band. Then ſaid.the Waſter to the 
Emperoz, Lozd habe pou under ſtod me? ana 
be anſwered, Right well, foz aniongſt all otber 
that eder J habe heard , this was the beſt ex- 
ample. Thee evill deeds ſhe did unto her Pus⸗ 
band, and J doubt not, but uf ſhee had done the 
Fourth, \þe would habe ſpemed him foz eder. 
Then ſaid the Maſter. Wherefoze J Counlelt 
pou that pou beware of pour Mile, Iclt it bap⸗ 
nen wozſe to pou, which appears moſt men- 
feſtly in thts example, if you put to death pour 
onely Sonne fez her wozds, pou ſþall be dccet- 
bed in the end, and ſs fozeber-pee ſpall te nent 
it. The Emperour ſaid, truly Maſter this day 
my Bonne ſpall not dy. The Maſter ſatd, My 
LLozd I thank you, that pee foz mine example 
— my ſake, this day have ſpared your one lę 
on. 
The fifch Complaint of the Empreſs, 
J Þe Ewpeeſs bearing that the Child was 
not pet dead, foꝛchwich apparelled her (elf, x 
ſþecauſed her wainss carts to be in reavineſs,, 
as 
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The ſeven wiſe 

as though ſbe would habe gone home into hex 
own Cauntrp to her Father, foz to babe com- 
plarned of the great ſhame that was done unto 
her, and yet could babe no remedy thereof. The 
Serbants ſeeing that, went and ſpewed to the 
Empecour that the Emyzeſs was going into 
ber Connty: when he pert bed that, he went 
to her, ſaping, which rate you going? J hoped 
that you ba? lobed mg ſo much, that in all the 
wozld you would have ſought no ſolace but with 
me. To that \þe ſaid That is true, and there⸗ 
foze J goe from pou, foz I had rether bear of 
your death, than to (& pou dye: (without doubt 
pou delight ſo much to her theſe P3ſters, hat 
it ſpall happen te you, as it df to OAzvnn 
cho Emperour : che which was ſo cabetsus that 
che noble men of 1h2 Empire buried bim quick, 
and filled bis mouth full of molten Gold. Tobe 
Einperoz ſaid, D2ar Mife do not lo, chat a- 
nother time the blame to vou and me miabt be 
faid. Typen ſaid the Empꝛeſs, Lru'y Sir the 
blame is yours; fog have pou not pꝛomiſed mee 
mam times that your Son ſþould die, and pet 
be libetþ? and th?refoze from hencefozth I will 
no moze beleebe pou: Then ſaid the Emperour, 
It becometh not a King everp cauſe lightly 
fo diſcuſs without great adbite, and eſpectally 
upon his Son, upon whom it is nat meet but 


upon deliberation, goo counſell, and adbiſed- 
neſs ts paſſe Judgement, and therefoze Fay, 
q 


— 


as 


Maſters. 
and pzap you» that pe will tell me ſomewhat by 
the which J may gobern mp lite, fog it is the 
utter deſtrucifon of a King, without adbice and 
undiſcretly to gibe judgement. She anſwered 
and ſaid, J will gladly tell you a notable ex- 
ample, fs that from hencetozth pee will not be 


. cobetous oz deffrous to hear the Maſters, and 


ſo began to ſay this foꝛm following. 

The fifth Example of the Empreſs, 

Ctaviadu ; Emperour taigned tn Rome 

right rfþ. e cobetous, &« above all things 
be labed Gold; The Citizens of Rome all that 
time did much harm, and many great outranes 
to ocher Nations, in ſo muty that dibers Na» 
tions and Regions were moded and ſtirred a- 
gainſt the Romans. In that time there was 
Waſter Virgilius, the which exceilrd in Pa⸗ 
gick and in other Sciences all other Poſters - 
the Citizens pꝛaytd him that be by his art and 
cunning, would deviſe fomewhat by the which 
tbep of their enemies might babe warning and 
knowledge befozebend, whereby that thep 
night pꝛobide fog thernſelbes the better. Pee 
made by his Art and Cunning a Lover, and 
abobe upon the Tower did cauſe to be ſet ag 
many Amages, as in ali the woz'd were Regi⸗ 
ons and Peobinces: and in the midſt of the 
Lower, bee let to be made and let an Image 
which held in bis ow an Apple, oz a great 
round Ball of Gold. Amd every Amage or if 


Tower 
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Tower held in his hand a lit fle Bell, and nd 
turning and lotzing towards bis own pzc- 
bince to bim aſſigned : And as oftentimes ag 
any Pꝛobince would ſtirre and rebell againſt 
the Romans, ſo often, turned him te th? Image 
of the Land, and rung the Bell, chat bearing, 
the Citizens of Rome armed themſelves, and 
to that Pꝛobince Hoſted with ail their might, 
the ſame to ſubdue : anv ſo there was no Land 
ſo great, that could weak them upon the Ro- 
mans, and tberefoze were ibep 22ead and tear- 
ed over all tys Mold. Alſo that Pafler Vir- 
gil made foz the ſolace and comfozt of the po 
people, a light that alwates biirned, and by that 
light he made two Bachs, the on? of chem hot, 
in the which the po people migbt Bach and 
Wap tyemſelbes ;: And the other cold, in che 
which tbep might themlelbes refre{þ, Betwirt 
that light and the Baths, he made an Image 
ſtanding, in whoſe fozehead was Witten, Pe 
that ſmiteth mer, ſball anon have bengeance. 
Abe Image ſtod there many years, and at 
the lat there came a Clerk, and he brbeld the 
Image, and read the wziting, and thought in 
himſelf, what bengeance he might find Wer?- 
foze : I belt be better if that any man ſhoutd 
ſmite the, and that thou falleft therewith to 
the Earth, he fþall find ſome treaſure under 
thy feet, and therefoze is the wztting, that no 


man ſpould have it. And the Clerk litt 4 
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it fell to the ground: and anon the light was 
out, and the Bathes were baniſhed away, and 
pee found no Treaſure, The pri Folk per- 
ceiving that, were all ſoꝛrowfull, and latd bif- 

. ter curſ:s and complaints upon him, that foęꝛ 
S bts fingular cobetouſneſſe had deſtroped the 
Image, o bad robbed them of ſo great a ſolace 

and comfozt : hereafter aſſembled thzee Rings, 

| the which by the Romans had been oppꝛeſſed, 
and ſuffered great wzongs, amd went to take 
Counſell with them of their Councell, how 
they might beſt be avenged of the Roman:, and 
ſome of them ſatd, We do labour tn batn,foz as 
long as there ſtandeth the Tewer with the J- 
mages, we cannot do any thing againſt them. 
At the Counſell aroſe up Four Knights , 

and ſaid to the Kings, Mee habe thought on a 
god remedy how ye (hall deſtrop the Tower 
with the Images: and that foz to do and being 
about, wee will our lives ſet to pledge, if that 
pou will be at the coſt. Then faid the Rings, 
What coſt (hall we be at: They anſwered,we 

i tuft have four Tuns of Sold: Then ſaid the 


| band, and gabe the Image a great ſtroak, that 
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# 4 Kings, Take the Sold, and fullfill pour po- 
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miſe. The Kntghts tok the Gold, and went 
tawatds Rome, and when that they were come 
thither in the night, without one of the Gates. 
fn the Dit full of Mater, they dzowned one 
of the Tynnes with the Gold in it, and another 

F Tun 
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The ſeven wiſe is wa 
Tuane they dzowned by the ſecond Gate, and 
che Third Tunne they dzowned by the Third 
Gate, and the Fourth Tunne by the Fourth 
Gate thep dꝛoboned, and when they had thug 
done, early in the mozning thep entred into 
we City at an hour convenient; and as the { 
Emperour went ober to the Mart, thep did 
bim reberence as it behozved,, The Emperour 
ſting them,demanded from whence they were, 
of what Science, and what Service thep could 
do? And they anſwered, Me are all of farre 
Countries, and Swiþſayers fo pericct, that 
there is neber a thing ſo pzibily and ſecretly 
hid, but that we (ball find it out by our dꝛeams. 
Mee habe beard that ye labour and habe plea- 
ſure in ſuch things, and therefoze wee came un- 
to pou, to know If you had need of aur ſervice. 
The Emperour ſatd, J ſpall pzobe pou, and 
if it be fo that J find you true, pou ſball habe 
ok mo great rewards and thanks. They ſaid, 
mie ask nothing foz our labours, but the bait 
deal of the Gold, which by us ſþall be found. 
The Emperour ſaid, J am bery well content: 
and thus they had with the Emperour many 
woꝛds. At night, when the Emperour was go- 
ing to Bed, they ſaid to him, My Lord, tt it 
pleaſe you, this night ſpall the eldeft of us ſet 
His cunning a wozk, and Dzeam ; The tþfrd 
dap hee ſpall ſbew pou his Dꝛeam, and what it 
bgnifieth. The Emperour ſaid, Go in 7— | 
ame 
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Matters. 
Name. And they went fozth wich great glad- 
neſs, and all this night they paſſed over with 
great joy and mirth, upon truſt they ſhould 
come to a go purpoſe. When the third dap 
was come, they went early unts the Empe⸗ 
tour: the Firſt of them ſatd, Pp Lozd, pleaſe 
it you to go with us without one of the Gates 
ofthe City, and I ſhall ſhþew Where thers 
is a Tunne full of Gold hid. The Emperout 
ſaid, A ſþall go wich pou, and ſ& if it be true 
that pou ſay, And when they were come to the 
place, they 022w out the Tunne that they be 
foze there had put: The Emperour When her 
ſaw that, was glad, and gabe then their part. 
Then ſatd the Second Dꝛeamer, Wy Lozd, 
this night (ball J Dzeam. Then the Em 
petour ſaid, God gibe you a god Dꝛeam. 
The next night came, and hee took out the 
other Tunne. and gabe it the Emperour, and 
tot alſo his ſpare. In like manner did the 
Third, 6 the Fourth; upon the which the Em⸗ 
perour was out of all meaſure joyous and glad. 
and fafd, be had not ſ&n beretofoze ſuch true 
and expert Bo bſapers, oz Dꝛeamers, as they 
were, Then laid they altogether at once, as if 
had been out of one Mouth, Py Lozd , wee 
habe one after another Dꝛeamed, the which as 
pee habe ſen, they be all pzobed : but now if 
it pleaſe, that wee may Dꝛeam all together, 
this night, wee truſt that tous ſhalt be ſhewer 
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The ſeven wiſe 
where wee ſpall find a great quantity and ſub- 
tance of Gold and of Riches : The Emperour 
ſaid. God gibe you a god Dzeam, which 10 
me and to pou may be profitable, Dn the next 
mozrow they came again unto the Empe- 
rour, and ſaid unto him, wich countenances full 
of joy and gladneſſe, Pp Lopd, wee bꝛing god 
and pzofitable tydinus, fo2 tbis night in our 
flzeps, ſuch and ſo great a Treaſure is to us 
ſpewed, the which if pou will ſuffer it to be 
ſought, pou ſþall be ſo much enriched, that in 
this Moꝛld ſþall be none like unto pou. The 
Emperour ſatd, Where ſpould wee find Trea- 
ſure:they ſaid, Under the foundation of the To- 
wer that the Images ſtand upon. The Empe- 
tc anſwered,God defend thai I ſhould foꝛ lobe 
of Gold, deſtroy the Tower with the Images, 
wherewith wee from our Enemies be defended. 
and warned. They ſaid to him again, Mp 
L92d, babe pou found us in our ſapines other- 
wiſe than true and vigbtfull 2 The Emperaur 
ſaid, Nay: Dh Lozd, ſaid they, Wee with our 
own bands ſþall gibe out the Gold, without 
burting of the Tower oz the Images. And it 
is expedient, that ſecretly in the night by us 
it be done, foz dead of reſozt and concourſe 
of the People, lsſt that it ſpould runne in the 
noiſe and clamours of them, and alto that they 
Gould not take that god Gold awap from 
pou amd us. The Emperour ſaid, Go no 


=. * 


f Maſters. * 
Pame of God, and do pour beſt as you will oz 
can, and A ſpall tomozrow early come to pou. 
Then went they with joy and gladnefle, and 
in che night they were let into the Lower, and 
then wich great haſt and diligence they under · 
nuaed it, and on the next day, bery early in the 
mozning, they mounted upon tbeir Poeꝛſes, and 
rode again towards their own Country with 
creat jop and glo2y, and ere thep came without 
the fgpt of Rome, the Tower fell down on the 
mozning enſuing. When it was fallen, and 
che Þ2natozs it perceived, thep ſoꝛrowed great- 
iy. and there was a great bewafling 1hozow» 

out all the City, and they went to the Empe- 
rour, and ſafd, Loz), how map it be, that thts 
Tower is thus fallen, by the which wer habe 
alwates had warning afoze of eur enemies: 
be anſwered, and fatd, To me came four falle 
decewers and keigned th2mſelbes to be Seh 
layers, and that they could find treaſure in the 
graund; And tbe yſaid, That under the founda⸗ 
tt n of the Lower was hidden an innumera⸗ 
ra hle Summe of Gold, che which tbey ſbould 
undermine without bur ing of the Tower of 
Images; and J gave faity ta them, and thep 
have deceiv2d me. Tbep anſwered bim, Peer 
babe cobeted ſo much Se, chat fo2 pour un- 
Caitate covetouſneſſe We ſhall all be defiroy» 
es: but firſt pour cobetouſneſce wall fall up- 
en pour ſelt. Ther took bim and led him to che 
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Capitol vnd laid him on his back, and poured 
His mouth full of Monlten Gold, ſaping to 
bim, Pou habe deſfced Gold, and therefoze 
pee ſpall dzink Gold: and after they buried 
bim quick. Not long after that, came the 
Enemy againſt the Roman*, and overcame 
and deſtroped them all. Then ſaid the Em- 
pzeſs unto the Emperour, abe pee my Tod, 
this @xample well underſied ? and hee ſaid, 
* Bight well: Then ſaid ſpee, the Tower with 
| Images, Js pour Body with five Wits, 
2s long asyoudolibe, there is non? ſo hardy . 
10“ trouble oz make Marre upon you, ne up: 
1 on pour people; that hath peur Sonne right 
1 well underſtood with the S2ven Waſters, and 
J with their falſe narrations of Fables, ſk how 
ht they may deſtrop pou, foz pou are ober much co⸗ 
I. betous, to hear and incline to them, inſomuch 
| that they ſþallunder;aine you, an) caſt poi! un- 
der font. and bzing you to nouabt The Images 
are your fibe Wits, that be all loſt. A d fozas | 
much as you be ſo childiſh and fœliſb. they (211 | 
deliroy and lap pou, and your Son (þall ob- 
tain pour Empire. 

The Emperour faid, Pee habe recifed to | 
me a god Example, wherceioz? it ſpall not \- 
bappen to mir, as it dis wtih the Tower, but 
mp Son firſt this dap (þall taſt the 7 
of death. To whom the - Empzeſs ſaid, 
kee do 9, pre ſpall pd well, and lib. * | 
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Mifters. 

Upon the ſame day bee commanded him ta 

be led to hanging: and as he was led towards 

the Gallows, came riding againft him upon 

an Yoefe, the fifth Maſter towards the Pa- 

lace, and came be foze the Emperour, and ſa- 

' {tyted him with.ail reverence, but he deſpiſed 
. his falutatton, aud put him in fear ef his life. 
And the Maſter ſaid unto the Emperour, Pp 
oz, J habe not deſerved to dye, and foz fo 
deſpiſe my ſalutatton , It is not foz your Ho- 
nuur : fez your S onne hath not with us been 
of ſuch condftion, as pee repute bim, as pee 
in \bozt time ſhall find: and that bee ſpeaketh 
nat, It is of his great wiſdome : and know 
pee, that bee ſhall well ſpeak as his time com- 
mech, thougb that hee now ſpeaketh not, ag 
you in ſbozt ti ne ſpall hear. But fozaſmuch 
as that he would habe ſhamed pour White, that 
belecbe not, foz ſo Wiſe a man as he is, would 
| never attempt fa ſhamefull a deed ; and if pee 
| put bim to death fo2 your Mibes wozds, pee 
| tp] not eſcape without ſhame and bengeance, 
like as Ippocras ſcaped not without vengeance 
fan the death of Galicnus his Couſtn. The Eme 
5 perour ſaid. That wonld J fain hear and un- 
doerſtand. Then fafo the Maſtzr, what would 
it avail me» to tell you this narration toz your | 

profit, if in the mean ſeaſon your Sonne ſhalt - 

vte ? Wherefoge if pee will call again pour 

| Sonne, it ſpall be viſcobercd at pont plzalure, 
1 4 and 
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he feven wiſe e 


and after do as you think beſt. The Emperoꝛ 
bade call again his Son, and ſet bim in pꝛiſon, 
and then began the Maſter to tell on this man- 
ner, as hereafter followeth. 


The Example of the fifth Maſter, 
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8 
named I ppocras, right cunning, the whith 
excelled all other in learning & Science: he bad 
wich him his Nephew, oz Kinſman, that was 
called Galienus, the Which be loved ſo much, 
this Galienus was of an excellent wit,  appli- 
ed all his mind 6 wit to learn of his Unbklz the 
Science of Phyſick. Mben Ippocras percet- 
bed that, inaſmuch as he could, bee hid from 
bim his cunniag, fear ing chat ha ſpould 1 
im 
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him in that knowledge. oꝛ the great wit that he 
was of. As Galienus ſab thts, he ſtudied and 
ezerciſed, inſomuch that in (þozt ttme hee had 
perfect cunning in Pbyfick, foz the which Ip 
pocras enbied bim much. Jt happened upon a 
time tereafter, that the King of Hungary ſent 
bis Meſſenger unto Ippocras, that hee ſþould 
come unto him foz to cure his Son. Ippocras 
excuſed himſelf, and would not go, but ſent 
bis coufin Galicnus, with his Letters of excuſe 
foz his not comming. And when Galienus was 
come befoze the King, bee was right woꝛchip⸗ 
fully received, and they marbelled why that 
Ippocras would not come. Pe excuſed him 
ſaying, that bee had many great things to do; 
and he might not come; but he hath ſent me in 
bis ſtead, and, with the help of God, A ſpall 
make whole the Child: chat pleaſed verp well 
tbe King. Galienus went to the Child, and 
when hie bad ſ&n bis Urine, and touched his 
Pulſes, bee ſaid to the Queen, O excellent 
Pꝛinceſſe; I pzay you bear 6 ſuffer my wozds, 
and tell mee who is the F #ther of the Child ? 
ſhe ſaid, wbo ſþ9uld be bis Father, but my K oꝛd 
the King ? Galienus ſatd, J am ſure be is not 
the Father: ſþe anſwered, if you will ſap that, 
foza trach I ſþall cauſe your bead to be ſmote 
off; be anſwered, AJ ſap once again, chat this 
King is not che Father, and J am not therefoze 
come hither to iofe nip bead, foꝛ 4 babe not de⸗ 
ſet bed 
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| The ſeven wiſe 
fterbed anp ſutþ reward, and ta was going bis 
way. The Duexnſpake, O god Maſter Ga. | 
Iicnus, if pee will keep tt ſecret, and not dit. 
cobet mee, I ſþall ſbew am open unto pou my 
beart. The Maſter ſatd, God defend that frem 
me, that J to a perſon ſhoul ſhe w it, there | 
foze O noble Queen, ſhew it boldſy to me, fa 
it ſball neber paſs my mouth, and afterwards 
A ibafl eaſe and make your Sonne whole: ſhe 
Cid, If pee do that, ye ſþall habe a god reward 
of mee, and hear therefoze what I {all ſay,By 
Foz2:une J came bither unto mp Loꝛd the ing 
of Burguady, and hee was ſo long converſant | 
with me, that this Child by bim A bare. Then 
ſatd the Maſter, feat ye not, I knew that it was 
do betoꝛe. And anon be gave the child medicines 
and compounded things whereof to eat and 
diins, and the child was caſed of his infirmity. 
And whenasthe KING heard, that the 
4:7 > Child wascuredand recabered of his ſickreſs, 
S: if - bee gabe unto the Maſter a god reward, but of 
tze Queen bee ſecretly rec2tbed a great gift, | 
{ - aada ſpeciall thank, and ſs went his way. 
| And when that bee was cane home, Ippocras 
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1 h:s Maſter demandes of him, ſayinz, Pave pe | 
14 beheld the Child? and he laid, Pea : then asked } 
bt be him what be gabe bim, efther compounded ? 
1 uncompounded things: Then ſatd Ippocras,that 
1 Woman of the Child fs nat true to her Pus- 
a bl band, that is troth, ſaid Galienus, then 9 
18 2 


gather Þerds in the Garden. To whom he ſaid, 


Verb ts right bertuous, ſtop down and gatber 


AE Malters. 8 


was mobed with enby, and thought in bim. 
ſelf, It there be not found a remedy my Sci- 
ence ſhall no moꝛe be ſet by, but he ſhall be na» 
med and pꝛaiĩed abobe mee. And from that dap 
fozward, be bethought bim, and adbfſed bow 
he might flap him. Upon a day Ippecras called 
bim, and ſaid, come, go with mee to (&@k and 


Maſter, I am ready: and when they were come 
into the Garden, Ippocras ſaid, I ftel that this 


me of it. And Galienus did (6, and as they went 
about the Garden, ſaid Ippocras, Now I well 
perceive the odour of this Herb, that it is better 
and moze pzecious than Gold, and therefoze 
op down tothe ground, and dzaw him out 
with the root, foe ft is much wozth. Galienus 
bowed down himſelf to pull eut che Perb : 
and Ippoccas dzew out his Rnife 6 killed him. 


After that, Ippocrat fell ſick to the death, that 


the ſtrength of his Body failed bim, and did as 
much es he cauld to help bimſelt, but that could 
not be: and as the Scholars 6 Diſciples beard 
ef it, hey went haſtily unte him, and did all that 
they might oz could vo, fe the pzofit of his 
health; but ft abailed them nothing. 

When ſppocras thus per ceibed, h ſaid un- 
to the Scholars, Go fetch me a great Tunne, 
and fili it full to the bzims with water: and 
when ther had ſo done, he faid unto them, matze 


now 
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The feven wiſe 
now therein an bundzed holes; and when that 
was alſo done, there went none of the Water 
out. Then ſaid Ippocras,lBehald.mp moſt dear | 
Diſciples, bow that the bengsance of Go) 1g |: | 
fallen upon me. as ye map openly ſ&,foz in this * 
Tunne are an bundzed holes, and pet gozth 1 
not thereout any dzop - Right to tbere cometh ? | 
no ber tue out of the Merbs to belp mee: and * . 
therefsze what pau do unto me belpeth not, 
fo: J mult dye: But mp dear Childzen, if mp 
Nephew Gulieaus were now alive, hee could 
beal me, whom A have itn, and that griebeth 
me ſ0ze, and tberefoze the bengear:ce of God | 
cometh upon me: and this ſato, be turned him 
fo the Mall, and gabe up the Ghoſt. Then | 
faid the Baſter unto the Emperor. Po Lad, 
underſtand pee well what J habe ſaid ? hee an- 
cwered, Pea, right well: what hurt had it ben 
to him if Gali enus bad libed: 

The Wuter ant weced, It had ben right 
gos fog Ippocras at that time, had not he died, 
aad therecoze by right wiſe Judgement of God. 
his Medicine abailed him not, and tberefoze I 
ſhewed to you that it (311 happen woke to you, 
if chat you put to deach pour Sanne foz the 
wozds of your Mile, who in time of neceſſity 
(alt aſſiſt a ſuccour you. And canſider ye not, 
that pee habe after the firſt Wife wedded this 
Wife that pee now hade, and ſo pee may? the 
Third and Fourth, and never (21! pe habe - | 

an 


| cab you from peril. Lye Emperoz ſatd, Truly 


— 


Maflers. 
any of them ſuc a Sonne, that ſþall keep ana 


her (ball not dye. 


Then ſaid the Maſter, then do pe that which 
boch becomes the wildome of pour pears, and 
» the Royaltp of pour perſon: and J commend 

-2 -pou to God, and J thank you that ye habe this 


day fo mee fpared pour Son. The Emperouc 
ſaid, I mark this well, that TWomen are craftp 
and ſubtil, therefoze J will not foꝛ you, but foe 
mp ſelif, fabe him. 
Ike fixch Complaint of the Empreſs, 

hen as the Empzeſs had knowledge 
V thereof, ſbte Þewed her felf ſo froward 
and impatient a Fodp, that all that ſaw her oz 
heard her, wonozed, and ſaid to the Emperour, 
pour wife ſþ& pineth away ber ſelf, as though 
ſbe would Þoztly dy. The @mperoz bearing 
thereof, went to her q ſaid, wherefoze(gov La- 
dy) be pe ſo impatient? ſhe anſwered, ſa ping, O 
Loꝛd, how (þould J hold it in, when J em the 
only daughter of a ing, your boife? 6 in pour 
company J babe bad a great deſpite and ſhame, 


5 continually pou babe pzotniſed me to puniſh. 


him, but pet pe perfozm it not. The Empe- 
roz kald, I wot not what A ſball ds : ye laboue 
from dap to dap ts habe my Bon put to death, 
and the Maſters labour to ſabe his life; and 
amongſt all theſe J know well that he is mp 
Son, but where the trutþ is, that J knows 
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The {even wiſe 
not. Chen ſa'd ſhe, this is the cauſe whereof x 
complain, that y& belt be the Maſters moze 
than you do mee : and therefoze it (hall happen 
to pou, as it dfd to a King with his Steward. 
Then ſaid the Emperoz; tell me that Eran. 
ple, peradbenture if may mobe mee the ſner to 


put my Son fo death. She ſaid, Gladly, but 1 


pꝛap pou gibe sttention ta what A (hall ſap, 
and began to tell, as hereafter enſueth. 


The fifth Example of the Empreſs. 
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Pere was a King molt pꝛoud d oetozmed 
in his biſage,in ſuch wiſe, that all women 
bated him. This King thought to deſtrop ell 
Rome, and to tate & carry away the Bodies of 
Peter and Paul: Whos while bee was in this 
mind, called to him his Steward "hat 
tig 
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Maſters. 
right ſecret With bim of his Pziby Counſell, 
and ſafd to bim, Go and (ek a fair Ma- 
man that this night may fiep with mee. The 
Steward anſwered, Wy Lozd, pee know well 
pour infirmity and diſeafe, and that no women 
will do ebiil, without a great ſumme of money. 


The King ſaid, think pou that foꝛ my money 4 


will want one: Babe J not Gold and Silber 


enough: though it were a thouſand Flozents, 


2 would it gladly gibe. The Steward hearing 
that, was anon ſmitten with Cobetouſneſſe, 


- and went to his own Wife which was right 


fatr and chaſte, and of god ktndzed., and ſafd ta 
her, O my god wife, mp Loꝛd defiretþ and co- 
beteth fo2 to fleep wich a fair and beautifiit 
woman, and will not fozbear it, though that 
ſb& would ask of him a thouſand Flozents : 
and bath commanded mer to pꝛobide him one. 
And therefoze Y Counſeil pou that ye to us get 
chat Monep. Lhe Wite laid, Mere it ſo that 
the King were not ſo proud and ſo foul of bt- 
ſage, pet would 4 not to that ebill conſent, fog 
che linne againſt God. The Steward ſaid. J 
counſel and command you, and pꝛomiſe pou, 
that without pee conſent to me herein, pe ſhait 
neber bereafter habe good day wich me: ſþe hea» 
ring that, trembled, inſomuch that foz fear ſþ& 

conſented unto him. 
The Steward then went to the King, and 
faid,Dir, J habs found out a fair 3 
| {pr 
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The ſeven wiſe 4 
ſpe is come ot a bery god Houſe, which won 5 7 
not leſs habe than a thouſand Flozents; and t 
in the ebening (þ& ſpall come, and early in tbe | t 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| maoꝛning ſhe muſt away, that ſbre be not ten 
\/+.> ofthe People. The King anſwered,and ſaid, J | 
am Well content. When the night was come, 1 
the Steward led bis Wife ts the Kings Bed, 128 

and made faſt the Dooz, and ſo went his wap: 


early in tbe mozning the Steward aroſe, and | 
went to the King, and ſaid, My Lozd, it will 
be day within a while, it is god that pou per- 
fozm pour pzomiſe, and let the Woman go: {| 
The King ſaid, chis Woman pleaſeth mee ſo \ 
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1,17 well, that lo ſon ſbe ſþall not depart from me: | 
MWMugen he heard that, he departed thence all ſoz- | 
; i rp, and tareied but a while, and came to the 
Ving again, andſaid, Py Lozd, the Bozning | 
ts come, therefoze let the woman go as I habe 


pꝛomiſed her, leſt ſpee be aſhamed. The King 
ſaid, Pet ſhall ſhe not go from me, and therefoze 
goout and ſhut the Dooz again. The Stew- | 
ard right ſozrowfull, departed, and went up : 
and dovon. bwfth an heavy and angry heart, 
till that the fair and clear day appeared, 
and then hee entred again into the Chamber, 
and ſaid, Pp Lo2d, it is clear dap, ſutfer the 
Woman to depart, that ſpe be not therewith 
aſhamed, The King anſwereb, I ſay to pou 
of a troch, nee all not pet depart, fo ber com- 
pany is to m2s rfaþt pleafant and et” 
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Maſters. 
The Stevard hearing that, could no longer 
' fo2bcar to hold his on Counſell, but ſaid to 
the King, O mp good and gracious Lozd, J 
beſeech you ſuffer her to depart, fo2 it is mine 
| own Wife, The Bing hearing tbat , ſaid to 
bim, Open the Window; and when it was 
open, the fair and b2ight dap appeared, and he 
| beheld the Woman right fair and goodip, and 
| perceived that it was the wite of the Steward, 
and ſai to him, © thou ſtain to Manhood, and 
ſhame to thy creation; why haſt tzou foz (olft- 
| tlePanep,ſhamed and undone thp fair and god 
Mile, and haſt delivered her unto me unwit⸗ 
ting Therekoze halt thee, and get thee gone 
out of my Realm, and nevermo?2e hereafter 
come in my ſight; fo2 from hencefo;th tf ever 
J map ſce thee, thou ſhalt dye the moſt ſhame⸗ 
full g ho2rible death, that ever can be imagined. 
When the Steward heard that, he fled his way, 
and durſt not abide, and was never ſo hardy 
anp moze to come tits the Realm, And the 
King kept that wife all his life-time in great 
bonsz, and gave to her plenty of all things that 
A her behoved and appertained, 


8 


After that, the King cauſed to be gathered 
and alle mbled a great uud mighty Army,of pits 
illant men of Warr, and ſo he went to the 
Citp of Rome with great might, and beũeged 
the City on all ſides, ſo long, untill the Ro- 

* mancs ould habe delivered to him (fo2 to have 
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The ſeven wiſe 2 
departed and withd2awn himſelf from thence) | 
the Bodies of the holy Apoſtles Peter t Paul. | 
Then there was in the Citp ſeven wiſe . 
Paſters, as pe have now, by the Connſell of 
whom all the City was guided and governed. 
And the Citizens came to them, z ſaid, What ® 
ſhall we now do: it behooveth us that we give? 
unto our deadly Enemies the Bodies of the 
holy Apoffles, oꝛ elſe the City, Then anſwe: 
rod the firſt maſter, J ſhall with mp wiſdome | 
and cunning this day ſave the City, and the bo- ) 
dies of the Apolties. And ſo every one of tem ; 
fo2 one day, pꝛomiſed to do the like; In line 
manner as pour Paſters have pꝛomiſed pour | 
Sonne. Witt that the King began to aſſault 
the City on all parts: Then began the firſt | 
Mater to ſay, and to allege ſo wiſelp, foz to 
have peace, that the King that day left his al- 
fault , and withdꝛew himſelf a little from the 
City, and fo did all the Paſters do one after | 
another, tül the laſt, Unto whom came 
the 2B:zrgefles of the City , and ſaid, O P#- 
fters, pc Gall underſtand, that the King hath l 
made his oath 4 ſwoꝛn, that to mozrow with wy 
his Puiſſance and ſtrength, he will have an 
win theTity,o2 c:ſe we muſt be all in jeopardy 


ITT, 
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Maſters. 


foꝛt and fear not; fo2 to:mozrow A ſhall, by 
my cunning, ſhe w ſuch a wo2k and operatlon, 
that the King, and all his Puiſſance and Might 
ſhall flie awap and leave the ſiege. The next 

o day the King made and gave a great afſault un- 
y to the City: Then went the Paſter and cloa- 
thed himſelf in a marvellous ſtrange veſture, 
' having therein the Feathers oz taples of Pea⸗ 
| cocks , and of other Fowls of divers colours, 
and took two b2ight Swoꝛds in each hand one, 
: | and went there with, and ſtood upon the higheſt 
| 


_—_ 


Tower of all the City, and began to move 
aͤnd turn, and ſhew himſelf about on on parts 

towards the Hoaſt, ſo that they might all be⸗ 

hold and ſce him; and he held in his mouth the 
two baicht ſwo2vs that marvellouſly ſhinsd : 
\ thep without of the Kings hoaft beholding that, 
 ſatd unto him, O Bing, behold upon the Highs 
eſt of vonder Lowers a wonderful thing. Yea, 
Tt | quoth he, I ſee it right well; it ts marvellous, 
dut what it is. J know not. They ſap, It ts 
- | the God of Chziſtian Foli: that is come out of 
0; Heaven to flap and deſtrop us with his two 
lg. words if we any longer abide, The King hea⸗ 
W ring that, trembled foz fear, ſaid, That ſhall 
we do?: there is but one wap, aud that is, that 
ir we anon go and depart from hence, left that 
de their God avenge himſelf upon us. Then be⸗ 
n gan the King, with all his Hoaſt, to flye: Not- 


n- ' withſtanding there was no need. but that they 


— 


The ſeven wiſe E | 
of the Paſter were beguiled and deceived: 


And when the Romans ſaw that, the phaſtily 


purſued after, armed in good O2dinance , — 


the King, with many of his people they killed 


and deſtroped, and in that manner bp great 
ſubtility of the Paſters, was the mighty King ; 
with his Armp ſubducd. Then ſaid the — 
pꝛeſſe to the Tmp.ro2 , Lo2d, pe have under⸗ 
ftood what J have ſaid: he ſaid, Vea, verp well, 
with good attention She ſaid, Now pe habe 
heard what I have ſaid unto you, at the begin . 
ning of this narration of the @teward, that the 
King truſted ſo much, which foꝛ covetouſneſs of 
Gold thamed his own Mike, and he foz that 
was d2iven and baniſhed out 'of the Land: In 
like manner pour Sonne, foꝛ the deſtre and ap- | 
petite that be had to the Empire, intendeth to 
confound and di ſtrop you; But whiles pe be 
in pour might and power, do with him as the 
B ing did with the Steward: Jf pou wil not 
put him to death, then put him out of pour Em. 
pire, that pou map without fear live in ſafe⸗ 
guard of pour life. And have pou not alſo heard | 
how te King lap befoze the City of Rome, 4. 


* 
2 


ene 


alters dccet- 


ved and ſcozned, and that he with his followers *' 
were killed and lain -In the ſame manner. 
th: Scvcn wiſe Maſters intend to deal 
with pou, and v.ith crafty wiles and — a 
fo deceive ron, and in the end, trayteroul fly | 


| 


| 
a. 


Maſters; 


fo murther pou, that ſo pour Son might rei 1 
be whole Gode rnoꝛ of your Empire. Where- 
upon anſwered the @mpero?, and ſaid, That 
ſhall not be ſo, foꝛ to mo220ow mp Sonne ſhall 
die. Then ho commanded bis [: rvants that 
foꝛthwith they ſhould lead his Bonne to Exe⸗ 
tution. When the People had heard theſe 
tidings, thep gathered themſelves together in 
great Troops, much lamenting and bewailing 
fo; the death of the Emperoꝛs Sonne. And ſo 
ſoon as the fixt Maſtet had heard thercof, he 
haſted him to the Empero2s Court, and ſa- 
luted him with great reverence ; but he took 
all things dery diſvainfully, and thꝛeatned him 
that he ſhould be put to death with his Sonne, 
fo2 that he was with them made dumb, and a 
a Ribauld , which was thewed towards his 
Wife, The Paſter ſaid, J have not doſerved 
to die with pour Sonne, but to have great and 
large gifts ; foz he is not dumb, as pou ſhall 
hear within thꝛee dates, and if he may live ſo 
long: but if pou put him to death fo2 the woꝛds 
of pour Mike, then ſhail J marvail at pour 
wiſdome ; and without doubt it fhall happen 
to pou, as ſometimes it happened to a Knioht 


hat- fo-much allowed the ſaying of his Wife, 


ſ 
[ 


\ 


that Example, that I 


that he was bound to an hoꝛſe⸗tail, and d3aWwx 
thzoughout all the City to the Gallows. The 
Emperoꝛ ſaid, Fo? the love of God ſhew me 
may the better beware of 
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The ſeven wiſe 


that p+ric. The? J will not do, ſaid the Maſter I. 

without you do caii egain pour Son. Then he | 
commanord to catii back his Son: avd the Pa: it 
ſter began as folicweth, 0 
The Exam ple of the ſixthi Maſter, 1 
D:netimes there was an Emperoꝛ ol Rome ' 1 
which had trzee Knights whom he loved a. 
bove ail others. In the ſame Citp there wass 
i 


an ancient Knight that wedded a fair young 
Wite, which above all other things he loved, as 
pou do the Empꝛeſſe: the Lady could ſing . 
right well, and melodiouſip, and with ſuch: 
{weetnefle that many dꝛew to her houſe, and 
deſired her company, It befell on a ſeaſon, 
as ſhe ſate in her houſe, her viſage turned into 
the ſtrect, that ſhe might ſce them that walkt | 
by, and began ſweetly to ſing, that all folk 
delighted to hear her, By chance came that 
waies a Knight of the Empcrozs Court, that 
heard her voyce, and beholding her with a Uil⸗ 
ling mind, and attentive ear, he was £xcced- 
ingly taken in her love: and then entring into 
her houſe, fell into communication and tals 
with her greatly, but chiefly of Love: and a⸗ 
mongſt all other talk, he demanded of her! 
what he ſhould give unto her to ſlecp by her 
fide onenight⸗ She anſwered him, One hundzed 
Flozents, Then ſaid the Knight, tell me when 
A ſhall come, and J ſhall give you an hundzed 
Flozents, Sir Knight, guoth ſhe, when J of 


On 


Maſters, 


convenient time J hall ſend foz you, The 
| next day ſhe lung again in the lame place, and 
it fo2tuned the ſecond Knight of the Empecro2s 
Court to come by that ſame way, the which 
likewiſe was ſmitten in her love; and he alſo 
pꝛomiſed her an hundred Flozents: To whom 
'* alſo ſhe pꝛomiſed to ſhew him a time p2ovided. 
The third dap aiſo the re came to her a Knitcht, 
and he in like manner was taken in her love; 
to him likewiſe ſhe conſented, and he pꝛomiled 
her an hundzed Flozents, if that ſhe would but 
give him knowledge of the time: which ſhe allo 
pꝛomiſed. Theſe th2ecKnights having ſo ſecret- 
ly ſpoken with the Lady, that not one of them 
had any knowledge of anothers comming unto 
{ her. Now the Lady that was thus malici⸗- 
ous and deceitfull, came to her Husband, and. 
ſaid, Sir, J have a ſecret matter to ſhew unto 
pvpou, wherein if pou will follow mp Counſail, 
; ourneceſgitp and poverty pou may largely re- 
lieve. Then the Knight replyed, Tell it me, 
and J will keep it as ſecret as mp life, and cut; 
ill it to the uttermoſt of my power, She an- 
[wered and ſaid, Thꝛee Knights of the Empe⸗ 
8 rours Court have been with me of late, 
and another, in ſuch wiſe, that not one of 
them knoweth of anothers Counſel, and cach 
Knight hath offered me an hundzed Flozents, 
Might we three hundzed Flozents get, and 


no man have knowledge thereof, ſhould it not 8 || 
G Th 
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The ſeren wiſe 


be to us) great help, and our poverty be well | c. 
relieved - then ſaid the Knight, Fozſooth pes, 
and therefeze whatſoever you tall counſait t. 
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me todo, IF att moſt wiltingtp-perfeꝛm — 
Then ſaid fhe , Thus do J give pou counſell, | | 
thxt when thcſe Knights (hall come with their }- 1 
Flozents, pou ſhall ſtand behind the Gate,vith 
pour Þwo2d dzawn in your hand; and as they 
tome (being that they come one after another) 
ou ſhall flap them, and ſo we ſhall have thoſe 
thꝛee hundzed Flozents that thep bzino, with⸗ 
out any mans knowledge thereof, The Knight 
anſwered, O my molt beſt beloved Wife, 3 
feat that this evill tannot be hid, and then we 
ſhould therefoze ſuffer death, ik that it were 
known. She anſwered and ſatd, J ſhall this 
Mo zk begin, and J ſhall thereof make a good 
end, and fear it not. When the Knight ſaw 
that ſhe was ſo hardy, it cauſcdhim to be the 
moꝛe beld ; Then the ſent fo? the firſt Knight. 
and he came to her anon without any tarrptns : | 
to the gate, andknocked, and ſhe asked if he had 
brought the hundzed F:o2ents. Pe anſwered 
and ſaid, Yea, J have bzought them with me. 
Then ſhe led him in, and he had no ſooner en⸗ 
tred, but that her Yusband murdered him. 
Ammediatly after, came the ſecond Knight, 
and in like manner was lain. And not long 
after that, came the third Knight, whom he al⸗ 


—_— — —— — 


to flew, and having finiſhed the Butcherp,th*y . 


CO 
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conveyed their murthered Bodies into a ſecret 
Chamber fit fo2 that purpoſe, When they had 
thus done, the Knight ſaid unto the Lad, O 
ife, if that theſe dead Bodies ſhould be 
found with us, we ſhattdiethemoſt ſhamefail 
death that can be imagined; foꝛ it is not poſst- 
ble but that theſe thee Knights will be miſſed 
in the Gmpe rours Court, and great ſearch and 
inquiſitton will he made fo2 them thzonghont 

ali this City, where they are become, She 

| anl wercd, « ſaid, Sir Knight, A have now this 
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whe begun, and will there foꝛe make a good 
, fear it not, as J have ſaid befoze, This 
pl had a B2other, the which had the whole 
Government of the Wealth of the Eity, that 
on the Rights watched in the Streets with his 
Jellows:che food at hex Gate, and called nnto 
- her Bother, and ſatd unto him, O my moſt 
beſt beloved Brother, J have a ſecret matter 

the which J would make known unto you, 
and ther: foze come in with me, and J will re⸗ 
late it unto pou, And when that he was en- 
tred into the Houſe, the Lady recctbed him 
F Friendly, and gave him Wine to dzink, and 
45 ſaid, mp beloved Bꝛother, this is the cauſe 
that J have called vou, fo2 hve much need 
of your counſell. The Bz3other anſwered, and 
ſaid, Speak it boldly unto me, and whatfocver 
J map do, to mp power, that wall be at pour 
deſire without letting, Then ſail ſhe 7 
| 6 er. 


— — 


—— 
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he ſeven wiſe 
peſterdap came a Knicht in good friendſhip,but | Go 


afterwards he fell into ſuch wo2ds and vari⸗ 
ance with mp Husband, that he le w him, and 
he lyeth here in mp Chamber: Now my 
dear Bꝛother, we ha ve no man that we may 


| fat 
vo 
an 


he 


pat truſt in but only vou, and it that this dead „ 2 


Body be found in our Mouſe, we ſhall be put to 


death, Now ſhe made mention but of one. Met 
Bꝛother ſaid unto her, Deliver him unto me in 


a Sack, and J ſhail beat him to the Sea: She 
hearing that, was full glad thereof, and deli: 
vered unto him the Body of the firſt Knight: 


he took it, and went withall a good ſpace, i caſt 


him therein; and as ſoon as this was done, he 


came again unto his Siſter, and ſaid unto her, 
C ive me now of the beſt Wine, fo2 pou are of 


hiin quit, and ſhe gave him thanks, and went 


unto her Chamber as though ſhe had gone fo: 
Tine, and began to cry out with a loud vopce, | 
The Bnight that was caft into the Sea, is 


tome again. As her Bꝛother heard that, he won⸗ 


dꝛed ſoze, and ſaid, Give mc him; J ſhall ſee it 
he will riſe again, and took the Body of the ſe⸗ 


Lond KmcHt,(ſuppoſing it had been the Body orf 


the firſt Knight)and went to the Sea, and with 


* 1 


a 
ſ 
1 
| 
| 


a great fone he 220wned him therein, That * 


done, he went again to his Siſters houſe, 
and ſaid, now fill me a Cup of good Mine; 
fo? J have dꝛowned him ſo deep, that he ſhall 


ne ver come again. Then laid ſhe „Thanks be to 


) 


God, _ 
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God, and went again to her Chamber, and 
| faincd her to fetch TU ine, and tryed v ith aloud 
voyce, Alas l vo be to m., he is ti ſen again 
and come out of the Sea. And as her Bꝛother 
\ heard that, uit) a great marvell ſaid, What 
De vill is tits Kirtght that J have caſt into the 
Vater, and pet notwittſtanding he is tom“ 
again Deliver him me the third time, and 1 | | 
hall ſee if he will tome again. Then ſhe gave 
to Lim the third Knight, which he did befoze 
belec ve had been the firit, and went without 
| the City to a great Foꝛreſt, and made a great 
fire to caſt the Knight therein; and when he 
vas almoft burnt, the Bꝛother wont thence a 
little diſtance to do his necd. Then came 
there a Knight that was to ride to t e City, 
where in the moꝛning they ſhould have aTour-- 
ney and Juſting; and it was cold weather, and 
dark, and he was not far from the Citp: and 
wen he had ſight of the fire, he dzew thercto, 
and lighted from his hoz le warmed him. The 
v atchman came 4 ſaid to hin. What art thou - 
The Knight ſaid, Jam a gentle night. Then 
ſpake the watchman t laid, Thou art no kuight, 
but a Do vilzfoz J firſt caſt thec into the water, 
ttc ficond time with a great ſtone J dꝛodened 
thre, and the third time J have put thee in this 
fire, ſuppoſing thou hadſt been burnt, and pet 
SE thou Candeft here: and then he took the Knight 
uith his hoꝛle and caſt them both into 1 — 
ter 
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The ſeven wi'e 

After that he went again unto his Siſter, and 
told U hat had happened to htm, and laid, Pow 
b2ing me of the beſt Minc, to after that J had 
burnt him, J found him again by the Fire with 


a Yoſe, J hive caſt them both into the Fire; | 


and by this his Viſter perceived well that he 
had burnt a Knicht of the Tonrney ; nho anon 
bꝛougbt him oj the Wine abundantly,and after 
he had well dzemken, he went thence, Not long 


time alter, there fell a great debate and contcn- | 


tion bethixt the Knight and His TUtte, in ſuch 
wiſe that he ſmote her, ſo that ſhe had indigna⸗ 
tron thereof, and warcd angry, and ſaid, that 
many might hear, O bwetch, wilt thou kill 
me as thou haſt done the three Knights of the 
Cmpero2s - Certain men hearing that, laid 
hands on them, and b2ought them befo2e the 
Emperoz, and the Woman confeſſed that her 
Musband had lain three Knights of the Empe⸗ 
10S, and how he took from them th2ee hun- 
dzed Flozents. And it was thus in troth 
found , both were d2awn at a ho2ſe-tail , and 
hanged upon the Gallows, Then ſafd the Pa- 
ter to the Emperoꝛ, have pou underſtood what 
J Lave ſaid : He anſwered right well: J ſay 
fo2 certain that Wife was the woꝛſt Woman 
that might be of all women; fo? firft ſhe mov 


Tore I 31; imyi ö i * 2 „tie 
diſcovered him. Thehaſter anſwered and ſaid, 


Lithout doubt it call happen unte vou wo 1. 
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it vou put your Honne to death by the adtice ol 
your Wife, Mhe Empero? ſaid, Py Son ſhall 
not die this day. The Paſtet hearing that, gave 
thanks to tbe Emperour, and took leave, and 
went his wap. 
4 The ſeventh complaint of the Empreſs. 
V V Hen the Empꝛels heard that the Son 
of the Cmpcroz was pet living, as a 
mad Woman ſhe ran to the Empe ro, weeping 
and crying, ſaying, O unbappp Woman; alas, 
what ſhall J do: J muſt needs ſlay my ſelf, that 
am ſs ſhamed, and no puniſhment thereupon 
| done:the Empcrour anſwered,God defend that 
you ſhould have mind on ſuch a wicked deed; 
but ſuffer a while,and du wal have a good end 
of pour eauſe. She aſwered, Dir, the end ſhall 
be evill; fo2 of that ſhall follow to you 4 me a 
great confufion. The Empers? ſaid, Leave of 
ſuch talk, She ſaid,L 02d, it ſhall come to vous 
pour Son, as it hapned unto a Kiug and to bis 
Steward; J pꝛap you tell me that Example; 
ſhe ſaid, will gladly tell it, bur J fear ttat you 
will hear me no moꝛe: Foz the next day the 
ſcventh Paſter ſhall ſp;ak , and ſave pour 
Bon from the death, as the other fir of his Fel- 
þ lows have done. And the next dap after that, 
your Son ſhall ſp: ak; of thoſe woꝛ ds pou ſhall 
ve and take ſuch joy and deledation, that the 
love betwixr us ; p fo2gotten and i. 
waſhed away, The Emperoz ſatd, That is im- 
— : 3 pols ble 
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[ 
the Empꝛels began to tell of this, as hereafter | | 
kolloweth. | | 


The Seventh; Example of the Empreſle. 


Ton was ſometime a Ring, which loved 
his wife above all things: inſomuch that 
he cloſed her iu a ſlrong C aftie, a'dhe bare 
tho kep3 of the Caſtie himſelf: the L ady was f 
thcrofaee richt heavy and comfozticfs, Mol in 
far Countrics there was a ra.tant Knight, the 

1 
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| which on a time lying on his Bed, dꝛeamed af- 
ter this manner. Me thought verily that he ſaw . 
| one of the faireſt Queens that ever mans eye 
might bchold, whoſe love above all other Wo- 
| men he deſired to obtain; and if that he might 
ſee her walking, he ſhould certainlp have 
{ *fome knowledge of her, by whom towards 
him great Friendſhip and {ono2 ſhould come. 
| To the Queen the ſame night by viſion of the 
| Caid Kntfght, the line was alſo raightly thew- 
ed, and as pet thep have not anp knowledge 
| of eachother; neither of name noz pet of fame. 
When the Knight had thus dꝛeamed, and ſc2n 
; (as he thought) a moſt vertnous and comelp 
Lady in his ſleep, he then determined in his 
mind, that his foot ſhould take no reſt, until 
the time that he had found out the Lady that 
| to him in his dꝛeam ſeemed fo gloꝛigus: And 
having taken his Mozte, and with him all that 
| pas necefſarp foꝛ his Journey, he then travai⸗ 
led throughout divers Regions, Countries, 
and Bingdomes, ſo long, untill at laſt he 
came into the ſame Land where this atozeſaid 
Mueen was bp her jealous Husband incloſed, 
k and kept in a ffrong Caſtle. And when this 
laid Knight was come into the (aid City, and 
| Having fox a certain ſcaſon therein ſojourned, 
It co fell out, that upon a dap as the Knight 
| Walked by the Caftic (and knew not as then 
that ye Nuzten was therein kept) the was at 
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that time ſitting in a window, to behold and (ce 
the People paſging hy, and amongſt all others, 
the iſpyed the Anight that be foꝛe we ſpake of, 
and knew him to ke the ſame man, ot wbem ſhe 
had dꝛeamed befo2ec, and the Knight by chance 
lifted up his t pes, and perteived the Lady ft, 


ting in the window, and anon his mind gave. 


him that it u as ſhe of hom he bad dzeanicy, 
and ſhe bie gan to ſing a Song of love. And ag 
he heard that, be was then taken with her love. 
The Knight from thencefo2:th daily went and 
walked about the Caſtle, behelding it all over, 
to eſpy if that any manner of trap he might get 
in, to declare the ſecret of his mind unto her, 
Tun the Ladp perceiving that, he pzeſentip 
indited a Letter, and ſecretly convepedit unto 
bim from fozth toe Cale ment of ber Chamber 
window: And when he had peruſed over her 
Letter , andunderfanding the will of the La- 
de, he witheut anp delap began to haunt 
Juſts and Tournamente, and he did perfozm ſo 
many great and marvellous Ads, tbat the fame 
of Lim came to the cars of the King, And 
alloon as the King beard thereof, he ſent after 
him, and ſaid unto him, Sir Knight, J bave 
h ard that pou have got much honoz at our 
Juſts and Tournaments, wherefoze it it 
will p.eaſe pou to abide here, and dwell with ns 
ve Wal give pou large gifts, aud rewards, 
The Knight anſwered and ſaid; O right migh- 
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ty Pꝛince, J am pour ſervant ; would to God 
that J could do any ſervice that might be plea- 
ſing unto pour Pagnificence, without taking 
of any reward, ſave one thing befo2e all other A 
deſire, The King ſaid unto him, Shew it unto 


me boldly wbat thing that is. The Kniokt an⸗ 


ſwered, My Lo2d, ſœing that it hath pleaſed 
your moſt Excellent Pajeſty foꝛ to take me foz 
your ſervant, and one of pour moſt G2ave 
Councell, it now leemeth unto me to be moſt 
expedient foꝛ both our delights, t hat J had a 
place nigh unto thc wall of the Caſtle, that J 
at all times might be the moꝛe ready at pour 
calling, when pou have need. The King anſwe⸗ 
red, and ſaid J conſent unto pou; make it ag 
you ſhall think beſt. Then the Knight cauſed 
many Moꝛk⸗men to be brought bekoꝛe him, and 
having ſo done, he choſe out certain men fit 
fo! his -purpoſe, and cauſed them to build a fait 
Lodging neer unto the walls of the Tower ; 
and all this being finiſhed , he made a Cove - 
nant with one of the Mozk⸗men (whom he 
thought fitteſt fo2 that purpoſe) to make out of 
his Houſe a ſecret way to th: Queens Lodg⸗ 
ings: And when this was kfinilhed accozding 
lo his deſite, he then killed the wozkman, be⸗ 
cauſe he ſhould not make it known unto any, 
And having thus done, he then went in unto 
the Queen, and did her reverente, ſoꝛ it did 
become him fo to do; and they difconrſcd of 


— 


The ſeven wiſe 


many matters: and having thus paſſed away 
| the dap, and the night dꝛawing on, he then de⸗ 
Fred that he might fler p by her one night; but 
ſe oftcntimes did deny him: and pet never⸗ 


theleſs the conſented unto his requeſt, And 
now thep having ſpent the night in their plea- 
- fures, and the moꝛning being come, this Knight ' 
then returned to his own Lodgings: And 
the Queen begaune to think with her ſeife, | 
and ſaid, what ſhall J do - It 4 ſhould make 
the King my Yusband acquainted herewith ,. | 
there would two evils come thereof; the one 
| 


| a — 


ts mp ſhame, and that peradventure he ſhould 
utterlp foꝛſake me, and cauſe me to be dꝛiven 
out of his land fo ever. The other is, that 
be would flap the Knight, fo2 from death it 
was not poſstble foꝛ him to eſcape ; and there⸗ 
koze J think it to be mo2e expedient fo2 me 
to be ſecret herein, than koꝛ to reveal it unto 
any. Aftcr that the Kntaht,as often as he plea- 
| led him, went in unto the Queen, and did his 
wilt with her, and ſhe gave him a Ring, the; 
v hich the Eing had given her at her Wedding, 
This Knight was fo famous, and had ſuch Lr- N 
cellent knowledge in Julling, that in everyx 
Bat: eil and Tourna nent, he had the vidory ?; 
8 \whic53 cauſe he was held in great eſtimati⸗ 
and fovotr with the Kino, ſo that he made 
tin his Ste ard and Governoz over all his 
* Arlon ano Land. It happened upon à da? 
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that the Ring was diſpoſed to rise on hunting, 
herkoꝛc he commandod his Steward to makes 
tim ready on the mozrow fo? to go with him: 
v herexato ho offcred Limſclt moſt willingly, 
And upon the mo2row alter they entred into 


the Forrcfz, and all the dap they chaſed and 


followed the wid Beat, that they were fa 
wearp grown, that the Bing did fit down by 
a Fountain to r ſt him; aud the Enicht by his 
ſide, and the Unigbt was no ſconer let, but he 
fell alle ep by the Bine, having the Ring upon 
his finger, wich the Qucen had Ctvin him, 
Which the King perceiving and marking, did 
now it right well. Pow When the eight 
waled, and porcribing that tte King havſeen 
the Ring, thenh? keigned himſelf to be (628 
ſick, and ſatd unto him, p honozed Loꝛd, 
J feel mp ſoif fo ſoze ſick, that 174 do not, 
withall ſpecd J ap, yalic me to mp Lod- 
Ling, and thore lcek out ſome pꝛeſent remedy. 
either by means of Phypſick, oz by ſome ether 
courſe, 62 ciſc J an but a dead man; and there⸗ 


koze J p2ap vou tocite mo icare to go Home, 


Unto whom the ing, made this anlwer, 
and ſatd, Go mp dear Friend, in the 
Name of Gad, and ſes that there be rothing 
wanting which may pꝛocure thy Health, that 
either my Court oz Lingdom can affo2v, The 
Biag had noſooner ended his ſpot ch butimme⸗ 
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The ſeven wiſe 
getting upon his Moꝛſe, he then haſted unto his 
houſc, and as ſoon as he was come home, he pꝛe. 
frntip aitchtcy, and haſted him to the Dueens | 
Lodginos, and gave her the Ring again; and 
he told her vithall how that the Bing had elpi⸗ 
ed it upon his finger, uhen thep were both * 
weary and ſat doirn to reſt: and with all he 
told hir that ho leigned 5 -imfelf to be ſoꝛe ſick, 
fo which caaſe the Bing gave him leave fo; to | 
return back to {is Lodging: he alſop2aped 
hr, that if th. Bing at any time ſhould call fo; 
the Riag, that immediatly ſhe ſhould ſhewft 
unto bim. This done, he took his leave of the 
Queen, and went down again to his Lodging. 
And not long after that, the Bing came unto 
the Queen, and the Queen received him right 
lovingly ; and aftcr that a little time was pal⸗ 
led, the King ſaid unto her, Py renowned La: | 
dy, ſhew me wh-rc the Ring is that J gave to 
vou, fo J habe a great deſire to ſee it. She 
anſwered, and laid, O mp beſt beloved Lozd,to 
what intent at this time do pon deſire to ſec it?? 

Then ſaid he, Ik pou ſhew it not to me incon- 
tinently, it ſhall repent vou. Then ſhe aroſe up 47 
and went unto her Cheſt, and took the Ring 
out of if, and having thus done, ſhe bꝛought it 
to tie Ki: 27 her Musband: and when he had 
ſeen ic, he then was half aſhamed, and ſaid 
unto her, mp beſt beloved Queen ; ; O how 
Une is the Knights Ring, unto this pour Ring, 


— — 
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IF Ma.aſters, 


which J ſaw upon his finger! fo2 J belee ved 
that it had heen mine, and therefoze that was 
the cauſe why J did ask ſo haſtily of you for it 
And now of this £cvill ſuſpition J yield my 
ſelf guilty againſt you, my dear Lady, in this 
behalf, fo2 the ſtrength of the Tower vec. tved 


me; fo2 J thought none could get therein but J 


my ſelt alone, in regard that no man hath the 
keeping of the keyes bit my felfonely, She 
ſaid unto him, Mp dear Lo2d, wonder not, foz 
one King may be like unto anoti;er;audTWo2k- 
men do ſeldome make one picc? of work, but 
that there are others that make the lame: but 
God fo2otive pou in that vou ha ve ſo ſuſp. qed 
me, koꝛ pou know the ſtrength of the Toirer, 
and the keys pon have always in pour pꝛe⸗ 
fence, and vill truſt no man ther. with, Aftcr 
that, the Knight oꝛdained a great Dinner, and 
laid unto the King , My Dovcraign ; its ſo, 
that, my Lady and Love is come hither from 
out of my Country to ſeck me, fo2 wholc 
lake J have o2dained a Dinner to be made, 


- therefo2e J would entreat your Yighneſs that 


vou would do me tbat honour, as to dine with 
me at mp Youſe this day, and to take ſuch 
meat, as ſhall be there pzovived, The Ring 
anſwered, and faiv, Moſt willingly will J vo 
unto pou that wo2ſhip and moꝛe. The Knight 
was glad therof, and then by his lecre t way 
he went unto the Queen, and laid unto her 


oY 
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| The ſeven wiſe 

Pp weibelcbed Ledy peu mult dec thus , pay | 
ſhall come to ny honſc the pꝛivy wap, and 
cu ſhall cloath peur felt in rich ctcathine, and 

peck your 1.1 wer r Srrund-e her- Ong 
ments, accoeꝛd ine to the manner and cuſtom, 
of my Country, end then ſhall you fit at the tas 

e with iy Bine, as my Woderaten Lady, 
and make bim cod cheer. Ohe replied unto 
him after ktütz mannef-Sir- 2 nicht. I hall 
be rcady to do aſi thines ecco2Ling to pour de- 
fire; and when the tine appointed was near 

at hand, and ther the ing was coming from - 
the Catt towards the Unichts houſe, in the 
mcan time, by the letret way, the Qucen dio 
enter into the Unichte Lodeings ( befo2c that 
tho Ning could tome thither) and apparelled 
her ſelf after the manner of the Uniehts 
Tountry. And when the ing was entred 
into the houſe , ſhe meeting him with Courtly 
{aintattons received hin:: And wien the King 
had bchecid her: he demanded of the Knight 
what Woman ſhe ſhould be that ſcemed unto 
Him ſo fair - then anlwered the Muight and 
faid, Pp renowned Lov, it is ny Soveraign 
Lady, that noi even fo2 the lobe that ſnc bea⸗ 
reth me, is come out of mpC ountry after me, 
to know v therefore J ſhould abſent my ſelt fot 
long, both ſrom her love and fervice. 2 
their ſpech being ended, the Janight cauſed the 
Bing to ſit down at the Table, and made the 

Oren 


- _ unts;fe2 he was great in thought, and ſoze trous |: 


— — 


Queen to ſit by him, and the ing thought ti al 
tt was his Mucen, and ſaid within hi:nſeif 5 
O how like is this Woman unto my Wife # 
e ſtrength of theEower ſlil decciva v him, 


that he gave mo t tatth and gencecunto che 
nights wo2ds, than he did his own epcs, 

The Nucen began to ſpeak, and to talk to the 
Ning, and to ſlirre him to eat and drinn, and 
make god chear: and as the King heard that 
voc, Ad-unto himicif, O Vicfied 
Loꝛd, how like is this Woman to my Nuceen, 
in her behaviour, ſpecch, viſage, and in all o⸗ 
ther things and Conditions - and Hill the 
ſtrength of the Tower decetved htm In toe 
end of the Feaſt, the Knight p2apcd his beloved 
Lady to ſing a Song bcfoze the Ring, and ſhe 
began to ſing a Song of Love: Uhen tie 
ing had heard her, he knew her voice, and 


thought unto himſelf, Is not this my wike⸗ I 


And yet how can this be ſhe, J having the keys 
of the Tower my ſeif in kceping - and ſo all 
the time of Dinner the King ſat firiving and | 


debating thus within himſelf : Bat Dinner 
being ended, he willed the Knight that foath* jj 
with he would take up the table, he having 


ſome urgent occaſfons that moved him there⸗ 


bled in his mind. Whereupon the Knight ans |] 

ſwered, and ſaid, Py Lo3d, what is the reaſon 4 

you are ſo melancholy and ſad - what is it that 
wa 7 diſcon⸗ 
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diſcontenteth vou, be not much troubled in 


your mind: And if it plc aſc you, we ſhall make 
vou ſome pleaſant ſpoꝛt, and ſolac e. And the 


Gentlewoman ſaid, my beloved Lodd, it it 


Mall pleaſc you with us to abide, we ſhall make 
pou all the pleaſure and delight that this place 


can afford, in ſuch ſo2t that if your Queen her: . 


ſelf were here thee could not give pou moze 
content. Wherenpon the king began to be 


very angry and ſaid unto him, Take away the 


Table foz J may no longer here abide untill 
that J have reſolved my mind. Then the 
knight obeyed the commandement of the king, 


and iuſtantly took up the Table, giving thanks 


unto them all, but eſpectally unto the king his 
molt Sovberaign Lo2d and Maſter ; Now the 


king he departed from the knights houſe , and 


went with all haſt that might be, unto the 


Caſtls, intending to ſeewhether that his Queen 


were therein, oꝛ not: But in the mean time 
the Nucen went in at her p2ivy dosꝛ and al⸗ 
ſoon as ſhe came therein, tripped off her upper- 
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moſt Ueffure, and then put her ſelf into te 


ſame habit, which the king did leave her in. 
Now when the king had entred therein, he 
found the Queen in the ſame c lothing, that he 
had left her in befo2e; and ſecing all things 
fell out contrarp to his expcaation, he then did 
embꝛace her, and moſt lovingly kiſſed her, and 
{aid unto her, This day have J eaten with my 
4 kn ight, 
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night, and with bis beloved Lady, Who hath 
come out of her country, unto this mp Court 
to find him out, who being together met, and 
he overmuch joyed in the ſight of her, did pꝛe⸗ 
ſently ozdain a great Feaſt to be pꝛovided, 
and humbly did intreat me to do him ſo much 
Gꝛace, as that J would accompany him at his 
, Feaſt; Whercunto J anſwered , that fo? tbe 
love J did bear him, J would do him that ho⸗ 
noꝛ, and much moꝛe, it he would requeſt me, 
Whom JI having beheld, and ſhee ſeming un- 
to me ſo fair, that ſince J was bo2n, unto 
this day, mine eyes have not ſeen in all the 
 krozld, one ſo like as ſhe is to pou, inſomuch 
that al the dinner time J was fo much troubled 
with many matters, that J could hardly endure 
unto the end of the Feaſt, but that incontinent⸗ 
ly J muff come home to ſee whether pou were 
here or there. Then the Queen anſered, and 
laid unto him, O mighty king, wherefoze dog 
pou ſo much miſtruſt me, ha ving ſo oltentimes 
, found the contrary⸗ Do pou not know ( yea 
' right well) that this Tower is ſo faſt, ſtrong, 
and invincibic, as that no man can enter in, 


no2 out, without your knowizdge- foꝛ pon have - 
alwaies the keeping of the kepes, and will not 


truſt anp man therewith ; how were it then 
poſsible that J ſhould be ther? Sometimes 
you ſhall fiud one man to'be like another; pou 
remember of late how pou did miſtake the 
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e ſeven wiſe 

Knights Ring, imagined it to be the Ring | x 
which you ga ve me, and Have pou pet moe ax. | b: 
guments of ſuſpicion ap ainſt me - was it not fe 
ſufficient foꝛ pou to debarre me of my liberty g I 
fo2 theſe many pcars, but that you muſt needs o 
be jealous of me beſides e Itch thee, O noble f 7 
Kine, that if pou do not fo ſarc this pour jea⸗ 
louſie „and alſo reicaſe me out of this place of 
{mp2ffonment, that ys ſome few days be | ur 
expired, J will end my days herein: fo2 3 had | ar 
rather live as a ſcrvant at liberty; than now | th 
Fo2 to be a Queen, and to live herein as a Pꝛi- fl 
ſoner. Then the Bing anſwered, and ſaid unto | fir 
her, All this that you have related is true , (oz | gs 
which cauſe J acknowledge my ſelf to be guil-| ra 
ty of ail theſe accuſations ; where loze Have pa- c 
tience but fo2 ſome few dope, and as ſure as J| le: 
Taign Ring of this Country and Caſtle, J will! ap 
let you at liberty, and ſo he lobingly embꝛated the 

er with a kiſs, and then returned to his own da 

Lodoinns, Now he had not reſted in his Lod- Cl 
ging above tuo daps, befo2e the Knioht came, P 
unto the Court, and ſaid unto the King, O my! the 


. honourable Lord, I have of long time «ſerved ſha 


pour Hifthnefſe, and now it is time that J th 
return again into my own Country, and Z 
foꝛ ali the Service that J habe done unto your un 
honour, J deſire that you wauld doe but this 
one thing fo2 me, Tyat is, That pou my noble po 
£030 would doe me but this one favour beto2s — 


— 
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mp departure hence, Hitch ie, to cive to me 
beloze the Prſcſt wi th Four own band, in the 


face of the Church, my beloved Lat «hom 


| I int ended te wed, who Path lollowed me out 
| of ſar Countries ſoꝛ the: ove of mc, and whom 
J ſhalt being t icher again, as mp lawfull and 
truc wike, the which thing will be unto me 
creat wo: hip and honour, when J ſhall come 
unto np ov. n Countrp. The King anſwcred, 
and ſot3 unto him. That petition c much moꝛe 

than trat (it pon will deſire it of me) vin J 
gladly doe and ſulſiil. Then the Bnicht pꝛe⸗ 


god Bing came to the Church, being heno⸗ 
rably attended. The Pꝛieſt he was ready, and 


| lemntze th Patrimonie. The Knicht having 
{| £pparelicd the Nnccn in lis vim Moule, aſter 


d the manner ef his own Country, and had oz⸗ 


n dained te niehts fo2 to lcad ber unto the 
Church, end they belce ved that it had been his 
le Paramonr, And when they were come inte 
y the face of the Church, the Pꝛieſt fats , Who 
pd ſhall give this Woman to this Knight Then 
J thc King ſaid, J ſhall give her unto my own 
nd knight, and took th Lady by the hand, « ſaid 
ur unto her. O good Moman, you are much like 
his unto my Quern, and theretoꝛe my love is to 
ble you the greater and alfo becauſe you ſhall be 
Ns wedded unto this Unfgbt whom J affect above 


ny! all 
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ed the day of theirgarriagc, at which day the 


ſtood adozned wit his Ucſtments, foz to ſo⸗ 
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The ſeven wile 


all other men, and he ſhall be of mphouſe:aud ſo 


he put the Qucens hand into the knights hand; 
_ then the Pꝛieſt after the oꝛder of the cere⸗ 
montes of the Church bound them, and wedded 
them together in the true 4 faithfull wedlock, 
And when all theſe Rites were fintſhey and 
done, the Ani ght f pale _ = King, and ſaid 


— CES 


in towards my Country, is now furniſhed 


very fitting foꝛ my Journep, and nod ts ready | 


foz to ſail away; wherefoze J humbly beſech 


- pour molt noble G2ace, that it will pleaſe you 


fo2 to accompany my be loved Mite thereunto, 
and that pou will advertiſe and admoniſh her 
to love me, and that ſhe ſhould have me in fa- 
vour above all other creatures living, and ſg 
much the rather foz pour good exho2tation and 
counſell thereunto. Then the King with a 
great company of his followers ( beſides o⸗ 
thers) went with them, and did accompany 


them unto the Ship; fo2 whole departure to; 


es 
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the Ship, many of them were cxceeding o:: 


rowfull and heavy, Then the King began 
to ſap unto the Queen, Pp molt dear friend, 


hearken now well nnto my Counceil, and ſes 8 


* pou follow it, foy it ſhall be to pour p20- 
Mp much honoured and beloved Knight 
bath now wedded and done to pou all the w02- 


ſhip and honour that in him is wherefo2e look - 


that pou love, honour, andobey him above all 
carth- 


1 
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Sp tpake the 8 and Nad Mp Koꝛd 


tartbly Creatures, as God hath commanded] 
and that you be unto. him true and conſtant in 


| all pour dealings: And as (oon as this ſpeech 
was ended, he delivered her unto the Knight 


i 


all thoſe courteſies and kindnelles that he had 


ſaping, Mp blelsing go with vou both, and 
sur Koꝛd Keep and conduct pou in ſatetp unto 
pour own Country, Then the Kniaht and 
he 2 u bowed and inclined their Le ; 
down to the king, ant 


done foz them; and having ſo done they com⸗ 
mitted him to the Almighty, and cntred into 
the Ship, and the Marriners hoyffed up their 
ſaples, ane ſapyled fo2th befoze the Wind, ſo 
that within a ſhoꝛt ſpace the King had loſt the 
ſight of the Ship: and from thince He went 
baſtilp unto the Cattle, and being thither come, 
he preſentlp went to ſeek fo2 his Queen, and 
when he could not find her, he was then mo⸗ 
ved in all the parts of his Body, and ſought all 
about the Tower; he ſearched ſo long, untill 
at laſt he found out the hole of the ſecret way 
that the Knight had cauſed to be made, and ag 
he ſaw that, he wept bitterly crying out, and 
ſaid, Alas, alas, this Bniaht in v hom J had 
ſo areat confidence and truſt, hath robbed me 
and hath talen away mp mile! Was not J 
a fol, that J gave mo2e faith unto the woꝛde, 
of a Knight, than J did to mine ownepes⸗ 
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have vou underſtood what J have ſaid » TH; )ri 
Emperoꝛ ſaid, Wcll in the beft wiſe, tiat may | tt 
be. Then anſw2red the Empeſle , and laid t 
unto him, Remember how that he truſted the } 
Knigat, and pet the Knight deceived him: In 
the like manner you wiil put pour truſt and ' 
confidence in the Scven wil? Paſters, and 
they laboar foz to deſtrop me that am bout 
Wife, and vou give moꝛe credit to their woꝛd 47 c 
than pou do unto pour on eyes, foz pon hats 0 
well ſcen how pour ungracious Sonne hath | | 

{ 
| 
| 


rent and fcratch:d me, wiereof yet I bear 
and have bis tokens and marks about me, as 
pou may plainlp fcc and alſo pou know right 
wel, how that pour accurſed Son hath aſhamed 
me, and pou mari not haty thep defend him 
in th is their follp and extrcam faiſchood; thers- | 
foꝛe it is to be fcared, that it wil! happen un- 
to pou, woꝛrſe than it di ta a Ring of v hom 3 
have ſpo!:en unto pou altre adp. The — 
replied, J Lili belocbe mine own epes before 
that J Will give amp credence to their voz He | 
therkoze 3 ſap unte you. To moꝛro q J ſhall d 
vou juſtice upon my Sonne. The next — 
th: Emperour commanded that his Sonne 
mould be brought befoze him, which thing be⸗ 
UA done accoꝛdinug to his delire, he then com⸗ 
manded that his Sonne ſhouid be ico unto * 
place of execution, aud . to ſuff:r death ac- | 
ce2diiq to the Lay, Then there began to a- | 


— 
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rife a great noiſe, and much bewailing among 
| the common people, toz the death of the Empe⸗ 
toꝛs onely Sonne. At the laſt, when the Se⸗ 
e | venth Paſter heard and perceived that, he ran 
umme diatly unto the Dfficers which were leaqz 
0 ding him to the Gallow es, and ſaid unto them, 
d Pp dearly beloved friends, J pꝛap vou not to 
make over-much hafte, but ſtap pour hands vet 
„ | a while, fo J think this dap (with the graci⸗ 
2 | ous help and aſsiſtance of Almighty God) to 
ſave and deliver him from all perils and dan⸗ 
tigers: and from thence the Paſter haſted him 
- | towards the Emperoꝛs Pailace, and there he 
ft did him reverence acco2ding to bis accuſtomed 
> | duty: But the Cmperour with great wat 
and tadignation againſt him, made him this 
anſiver; Ne vermoꝛe Have pou any jop noꝛ com- 
fozt in this woꝛ lde, for that pou have lent mp 
Sonne home both untaught and dumb, whom 
delivered unto pou well ſpeaking, foꝛ which 
cauſe pou ſhall all be put to death with him. 
The Paſter anſwered, and ſaid unto him, O 
moſt noble Empe ſrour, the time is not long be⸗ 
twixt this and to moꝛ rot noon; then (by the 
grace of Gad) pon ſhali hear him ſpeak, and 
that both wiſeip and diſcrcctip, and unto pon 
be Ghali declare the truth of alt things, and that 
A2 vil poiſe pou he will perkoꝛm to the full, 
upon pain of imp life, if you will ſpare him (a 
long timo: if vou find it not lo, then take my 
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life, and the lives of us all. Then ſaid the Cy: 
p:ro2, If J might but hear my Son ſpeak, 
it would ofve me ſuffictent contentment, and 3 
would not deſire longer fo2 to live. Then an- 
fwered the Miſter and ſaid unto him again, 
All this, and moꝛe, you ſhall both he ar and ſee, 
and confeſs it to be true, if you will but abide | 
this little time, and then chall this diſention 
be onely kno on, and the #rife that hath been 
betwirt us and the Empꝛelle, will clearly be 
decided. And ik that you doe not call again 
that noble Mꝛince, pour Donne, but ſuffer him | 
to be put to dath throng) the Words of pout 
moſt ungodly and wicked wife, J tell you of a 
truth, that it ſhall happen woꝛſe to pon, than it | 
did to a Knight that died fo? a little blood that 
he ſay his Wife to bleed, to whom afterwards 
ſhc was moſt unnaturall. Then ſaid the Empe⸗ 
roz, That example would J fain hear. Then 


— — 


ſatd the Mifter let pour Don be called again, 


daring pour life pon may beware of the un⸗ 
truth and un. enfalinels of women. Then the 
Emperoꝛ ſaid, 2 chall go call my Sonne back 0 
again, upon condition that to mozrow I ſhall 
hear my San ſp2ak, as po 5392 pꝛomiſed me. 
The Mater ſaid, Do that, ny Lozd, ko it 
ſhail fo be; and bogan to toll . ashereafter fol- | 


fl 
n 
and J ſhall tell you ſo notable an example, that ; 
| 
| 


lowcth, 
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12 Here was a Knight that had a fair poung 
| Mike, whom he loved intirely, infomuch | ' 
that he could not be out of her ficht. It happe- 
ned on a time, that they plaped together at Cheſs 
| ECthe Knight by chance held a Knitc in his hand, 
, aubſhe playing foztuned to lmſte her hand on. oF 
the Knife, that a little blood began to appear. 
When the Knight ſaw that his Cite bled, he 
> ſozrewed much, and was ſo2e afratd of his 
Mile, that he fell to the ground in a ſound : 

bis Wife ſ@ſng that, caſt cold Mater upon his 
Fate, inſo much that he came a little again to 
himſelf, and ſaid lightly, Call the Curate with + 


| holp Sacrament ; fo J mul die, lo: the blood if 
ee Tat” S 
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that 3 have ſeen come out of pour Finghr, 
" ſmitten death to myhrart:then the Pzteſdes 


ver depart (rom thence, but as a Turtle Do 
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and comfo2ted him, and adminiſtred the 
ment unto him, and anon after he died without 

any tarrping ; . fo whole death, there was made 
great ſoꝛrow and bewaplings, and elpectally by 
his Wife : And after that the obſequiey - 
were finiſhed and done acco2dingly, ſhe went 
and lay upon the Gzave, and there made great 
ſozrow and lamentation, and ſaid, ſhe would ne- 


the would fo the love of her Yugband there 
bide, and die: then went her Friends an 
Neighbours unto her, and ſatd, What avai 
this fo2 his Soul, to live here weeping unttll 
pou die: It is better that pou goe home ty 
pour houſe, and there give almes to the poo; 
fo2 the love of God, and that ſhall moze avail 
your Son, than in this place to abide, fe 
© hom the anC:: {r2d, J pꝛaàp vou hold pour peace, 
you are evil Counſelloꝛs, conſider pe not how 3 
am from him parted and ſepaxated by death, fo; 
a ltttie hid that he ſaw come out of my Wan 
o Finger? and therefo2e J ſhall never from 
* Bepart, 

Jor Friends hearing that, made her a little 
Wo? 62 Levging nich unto the Grave, and put 
ih rein au things that to her were neceſſary. 
went their ways, thinking that within a whil 
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from all company, that thereby ſhe wbuld deſirg 


: 
de 
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acain the company of the People, 


Jn the City there was then a Law, that 11 


if a treſpaſlir o2 offender againſt the Law were 
hanged, the Sheriff all the night ſhould watch 
and keep the dead body, armed: and if it haps 


pened that the body of him hanged were ffolen 


away, the Sheriff ſhould loſe all his Lands 
and his life at the Kings pleaſure, It happened 
ſon after that the Knight was dead, a man 


" ſhould be hanged fo? treſpaſſe that he had done , 


fie 
— 


could not poſsibiy endure it, but was even rea- 


ſo that the Sheriff accozding to the Law of the 
Land, all that nicht watched by the Gallowes, 
that was not far from the City , and the 
Church-yard was not farre from the ſame+ - 
then began the Sheriff to be fo cold, that hs 


dy to dye with cold, except that he might ſpeedi⸗ 
ly warm him, it was fo extream cold, and 
ſo great a F rolt ; and by chance he pehelding 
krom thence about him, and ſpying a fire in the 
Church ⸗pard haſted im, and tame the reto. And 
when he was come near unto it, he called and f 
knocked at the little Youſe: Then the Womay 

ſpake and ſaid, Tho is that-who at thts time 
knocketh at the houſe of this kuren WMo⸗ 


man - He anſwered, 4 am. the Sheritf that 


hath endured much cold, that J am ready {8 
kreeze to death, unleſle without delay ye let ma 
in to warm my ſelf; She (ald unto b n, I 
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fear that it J let pou in, ve ſhould ſhew me ; 
ſuch woꝛds, that ſhall cauſe me to be moze 
heavy. Then he ſaid , J p2omiſe unto pou, that | 

A ſhall ſay no wso2ds to your diſpleaſure: then 

the let him in, and when he had ſitten a while 

by the Fire; and was well warmed, he ſaid unte 
her, O fair Woman, Vith pour licence would 
I fafn ſpcak but one wozd with peu: She 
anſwered him, Sir, ſap what it pleaſeth pou: 
then he ſaid, O Lady, you be a fair Gentle. 
woman, rich and poung, were it not better, and 

mo2e convenient for pou to dwell at home at 
your Youlſe, and to give Almes, then to walt 
and conſume your ſelf here with wecping and 
crying - She ſaid, Dir Knight , had J known 
this befoze, vou tad not come herein: foꝛ J ſap. 

to you, as J have ſaid to others oftentimes, 
Pou know well that my Þusband loved me to 
well, that fo2 a little blood that he ſaw me to 
bleed out of one of my fingers, he is dead, where- 
koze J vill here die foz the love of him: And 

as th Knight heard this, he took his leave, 
and went again unto the Gallowes. And 
when he was came thither, and ſaw that the 
Theet that he left there hanging, was ſtolen“ 
and carried away, he began to wax heavy, 
and fel! foꝛ ſozrow, and ſaid, wo is me, what 
Vall J do - fo2 J have loft my life, and all my 

; goods, and he going up and down thus full of 
 ſozrow, and knew not what wap to turn him 
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ſelf, at the laſt he bethought bhimſelf to gor 
to the deſolate Lady, and ſhe w unto her the 
heabineſle of his ;eart „to wit if ſhe could give 
him any good counſell And hen he was come 
thither , he called, and ſhe asked him tic cauſs 
of his knocking: then be ſaid, Padain, J am 
the @hcriff that was right now with vou, and 
J ould fain ſhe unto you the ſecrets of my 
heart, there foꝛe J pꝛay you foꝛ the love of God 
open the doo: And he went in, and ſaid to her, 
O molt virtuous Ladp, J am now come to 
have your Counſel! and advice, fo2 pou know 
well the Laws of the Land are, that whenſo- 
ever any man ts hanged and ſtolen from off the 
Gallows, then the Sheriffs Life and Goods be 
in the Bings hands. Now it happened in the 
time that J was here with you, and warmed 
me, the TTheef is ffsilen from the Gallowes ; 
fherefoze J p2ap fair Lady, fo2 the love of God, 
give me pour beft advice, what is beſt to doe; 
She anlwered, J have compalsion upon pou, 
foꝛ by the Law you have loſt pour life and goods 
to the King, Do now after my counſsl, an? 
ye ſhall neither loſe life noꝛ goods: he anſwes 5 
red, Therefoze J am to pou greatly bound, ho- 
ping to have good comfo2t : ſhe ſatd, Weil por 
then p2omilſe to take me to your Wife - The 
Knight anſwered, Mould God that you were 
indeed minded e but J fear left you ſhould 
diſdain ſo much to humble you unto me, tat 
| | — = Am 
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am ſo pooz a Knight : ſhe ſaid, J give pou mp 
will therzto, and he gave her again his will 


- and conſentedto be her Knight during all his | 


life, Then laid ſhe, You know well that ſuch 
A day mp Lo2d was buried, which foz the love 
ok m2 died: take him out of the Depulchre, and 


se and hang him up in ſtead of the Theke. 
Te'he Knight anſwered her, Lady, your Counſel 
is very god. Then went thep together, and 


opened the Sepulchre and dꝛew him out, The 
night ſaid unto the Lady, How ſhall we now 
doe, becauſe ere the Theke was taken and 
hanged, two of his upper teeth were ſmitten 
out of tis head and I greatly fear me, if that 
were perceived, J ſhould die the death, Then 


the Lady ſaid unto him, Take a Stonc and 
{} | | frikecut toro ot his teeth: and the Knight an- 
5 Cipered, P dam, that map J not doe; fo2 while 
he lived, he was my truſty and well beloved 


Frierd, and it ſhould be to me greater rebuke, 
if J ſhould conſent to do fo dillopal a deœd un⸗ 
to his body, being dead ; ſhe anſwerez, Foz 
pour love {hall J doc it; and pꝛeſentiy toon 
a Stone, and ſmote out two of bis teeth, and 
ſaid to the Sheriff, Take him and hang him 
upon the Gallowes like to the Theft, And 
whe Lnight ſaid, J fear me todoit; fo? the 
Theef in taking him, was wounded upon 
his head, and he lackcd both his Ears, O Ma- 
dam, God fozbid that I doe fo to the dead body 
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that J loved ſo well in his life, Then ſaid ſhe, 
Give me pour Swo2d, and J ſhall toꝛ the love 
of you doe it; and ſo took the Swoꝛd and ſmote 
a manly ſtroxk upon the dead mans fo2chycad , 
and cut off beth his Eares ; and when ſhe had 
thus done, ſhe ſaid, Now take and hang him, 
without company: and then the Enight anſwe⸗ 


red, Pet J fear to hang him, fo2 the Theef 


wanted both his Stones, and if that he were 
ſearched and found without, ail or labour wers 
in vain ; Then ſaid ſhe, J never lag a man ſa 
fearfull, ſ:eing the matter ſo clear and ſure : 


take a nike, and cut off his Stones. And he : 


anſwered. That map not J doe in any wiſe, and 
thorekoꝛe I pꝛay pou ſpare mc, fo2 pou know 


well what a man is without his Stones. She 
ſaid, Fo? the love ot pou J ſhall do it, and took {#2 
th: Unike in her hand, and cut off her Yuabands . 
Stones, and ſatd to him, Now take the Churl [$7 


thus dizfigurcd, z hang him up wilt out d2cad: 
and they v amt both together, and hung the bo- 


dy upon the Gallo'rs, and ſo was the Sherifk ; 


delivered of the Kings anger. Then ſaid the 
Lady, Now ye be quit of all your Dangere, and 


delivered from all Sozrows and Dancers by Yz 
my Counſel, therefoze J deſire pon (accozding 
to pour p2omiſe ) that vc wed me in the Face 
of the Church ; The Knight ſatd, J have made 
a vow that A will never wed other fo long as 
you live, which J ſhall perfozm, And ww” - is - 
— — 5 © _ LD.  :: 
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faid, O thou moſt Qhamefull and wozft Woman 


of all Women , wo would take thee to be his 


2L1ite - An honozablc and loving Knight was 
thp Pusband, who fo2 a little blood that he 
ſaw tfſue out of thy Finger, died. Now haſt 
thou {mitten out two of his Teeth, thou haft cut 


off his Cars, « his tones, and thou haſt made 


him a great wound in his Head; What De, 
pill would Marry thee - And thcrefo2e thou 
halt never ſhame good men moze, I will rid 
tz⸗hee ol thy lite; and ſo he dꝛew out his Swozd, 
t ulth one ſtroke he Imote off her Head. Then 
the Miſter ſaid unto the Empero: , mp Loꝛd, 

have you underſtood what J have ſaid - and he 
anſwered, Right well. Amongſt all women this 
was the wozſt, and the Knight rewarded her ac- 


ttoꝛdingly, fo that ſhe ſhould no moꝛe do men 


+ Game: an the Cmperour ſaid moꝛ eover, O mp 
good Matter, might J but once hear my Son 
flpeak, J ſhould have no care of my ſelf. Then 


11 laid the after, To moꝛrrow you ſhall hear him 


' ſpeak beto2e pou, and he ſhall ſhe w the troth of 
fall the variances betwirt us and the Emp2els, 


The ſeven wiſe = 7 


. 
| 


as J hop? ; and ſo took his leave of the Cm- | 


peroꝛ, and departed, 


How Dioc leſian the. Emperors Son complained | 


on the Empreſs; and how he excuſed 
himſelf of her complaint. 


A together,and took coynſel how and in what 
: manner 


Nd after that, all the Paſters aſſembled 
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| manner they ſhould bzing the Child ont of Pi- 

ſon; and lead him to the Palace: and ſo they 
| went to the Child whereas he lay in Pꝛiſon, be- 
| foze mid dap, his will and touncell foꝛ te hear: 
To whom the Child ſaid, What yon will, that 
f ſhall pd eaſe me; but in no wiſe buſie pour ſelves 
| how I ſhall anſwer, oz what J ſhall ſap; foz 
with joy I ſhall anſwer all things that ſhall be 
demanded of me, Mhen the ſeven wiſe Pa⸗ 
fters heard that, they were exceeding joyfull 
and glad, and thep cloathed him in Purple, and 
| in cloath of Gold, and two of the ſaid Paſters 
went beloꝛe him, and one upon his right hand; 

another upon his left hand, and the other three 
\ | followed after him; and bekoꝛe them all went 
twelve men with Fnflruments of Bulick, tho 
| bought him with great honour and melody ts 
[the Palace; and when the Emperoz heard all 
this Pelodp, he demanded vhat it was: Then 
it was told him by ftanders by, ſaying , Pigh- 
ty Emperour, it is your Son which commeth 
befo2e pou, and befo2e all pour Loꝛds, to ſpcak 
and extuſe himſelf of all that is laid unto his 
charge, The Emperour ſaid, That is good ti⸗ 
dings, if J might hear mp Son ſpeak, And 
| when the Child was come into the Pai:ace, he 
rode to his Father, and ſaid unto him, Nail my 
molt dear, and meft ropall Father, 
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his Sonne Diocleſian, he was ſo glad, that fo: 
joyhe fell down to the earth, but his Sonne 
haſted to take up the Emperoꝛz his Father a⸗ 
gain. and when he was come to himſelf, then 


began his Sonne to declare and open all the 


whale matter unto his Father: and then there 
came ſo great a Paualtitude of People into the 
Palace to hear the Chiid ſpeak, and the joy 
and noiſe of them were ſo great, that the Child 
could not poſstolp be heard. The ECmpcro2 


Jhould be buſied and avoided out of the Pal⸗ 
lace, that thereby they might the better hear 
the Child ſpeak ; but the Folk took ns regard 
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And when the Empero? heard the voice ok 
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Tonſidering that, cauſed Money to be thzown - 


% 


into the Streets, that the People therewith 
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| it all after the Poney which was caſt abꝛoad. 
And when the Emperoꝛ perceived that, pꝛe⸗ 
' ſentip he commanded ſilencs upon pain of their 
lives: And when they were all fill, then the 
Child began to ſpeak, as fo!loweth ; O moſt 

| vear Father, befoze that J ſpeak anp thing, 

\ | HF intreat and beſeech you, that the Empꝛels 
with all her Chamber⸗maidens may come and 

ve p2eſent ; and lo the Emperoꝛ commanded 
the Empꝛels, with all her Chamber⸗maidens 
to come without delay. The Empꝛeſſe hea- 

| ring that (be ing in great fear) came with all 
her Paidens, and the Chiid commanded them 

to ſtand b<fo2e all the Prople in a row, that he 

f | might ſee thym. Then laid the Child, Sir, litt 
, up your epes and behold the Chamber-matd 
that Candeth there in the green clothing, whom 
yon know the Empeſs lo veth beſt above ail o⸗ 
| ther ; Command her tobe unclothed unto her 

; | nakedbody, befo2e us all, and ſee what the is, 
The Emperoꝛ laid, Py dear Sonne, that 
would ſhame us all, to have a woman to ſtand 
naked betoꝛe us: Me ſaid, If it be a woman, it 
is my ſhame; and if not, let the ſhame abide in 
her, When that ſhe was unclothe d, they all ſaid 
it vas a man, and fo it appeared, wcreat thep | 
Creatly wondered. | 
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HR The Declaration of the Complaint of che Empe- u 


rors Son on the Empreſs. | 
Hen ſaid the Son unto his Father, Behold | þ 
| 


this Ribauid hath manp a night lain with 
= Wife in pour Chamber in adultery, and 
hath vefiled pour Bed, and him the Emp; cſs ] 
loveth above all others, the which thing pou did 
Rot know 
When that the Emperoꝛ had ſeen and beheld 
theſc things, he with great indignation and | 
wꝛath gave Com mandment that both the Em- 
zeſs and the Rtbauld ſhould be burnt ; but the | 
Sonne anſwered and ſatd, Py Kozd and Fa- 
ther, aue no hafte to give judocment betoze 
J have repꝛoved her of theſe grie vous flanders | 
that ſhe did thus falſilp accuſc me of, and that | 


J have declared, how unjuſtiy ſhe hath com- 

piatned of me, and ſought by all means how 

the might take my Life from me. Then 
ſaid * Emperoz, Mp dear Sonne, Jcom- | 
mit all the Judgement into pour hands. The | 
Sonnc anſwered and ſaid, If ſhe be found falſe | 
and a lier, then the Law wall give ſentence a- | 
gain her; Bat my Loyal Father, when you 
ſent after me, at her earneſt ſuit and requetl, f 
+ then J with my Paſters beheld the Stars in 


14 | the Firmament, by which J might perceive, 


ttt it J would have ſpoken any Wozds unto 


von, oꝛ any other living Creature, within the 
; | ſpace of ſeven dapes, J ſhould have — 
. wa 
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moſt chamekull death, and fo; that cauſe only | 
| F did forbear to ſpeak untill this pzefent. * | 

And woe te as the Empꝛeſs moſt unjuftip hath !/ 

accuſes me, that J ſhouls hav? oppꝛeſſed am 
d / raviſhed her, the rein J lap the licth faiflp; fox 
s | ſhe moſt adulte rouſly would have pꝛovoked me, 
3 | 'fo2 ts defile the Bed of my moſt gracious Lozd 
and Father the Emperoz. And when the 
in no wiſe could bzing me thereto, then ths 
| | tek a Pen, Ink, and Paper, and bad me 
| wꝛite the cauſe whcrefoze J would not yeeld 
- | unto that which ſhe ſo earneftlp deſired⸗ And 
when that J had written the cauſe wherefoze 
| JF would not commit ſuch a great and abomina⸗ 
ble fin, and how that J would not mp Fathers 
Orchard defile, Then began ſhe to tear her 
clothes, and ſcratcy her viſace , that it guſbed 
' fozth with biogd,, and cried with a loud voice, 
| and ſaid, Lyis my Son ( having a mind full 
| 


of luſt ) would have wronged your Princelp 


Bed, and J refifting his luſifull mind, moſt in⸗ 
\  humanelp hath he tozn my fleſh, When the 
| Emperoz heard this, he beheld her with a kull 
/ countenance, and ſaid unto het in this manner; 
+ DO thou wretched Woman, was it not ſufficient }! 

; to fu'fil thy foul and lecherous appetite , thou | | 
and thy Ribauld, but wouldſt alſo have made my 
Sonne ⸗ Then fell the Empꝛeſs to the Empe⸗ 
ro2s feet, and the cried unto him to2 mercy, if; 
The Emperoz ſaid, O thou curſed and moſ | jp. 
. anhappa if * 


— I ee 


———— 
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as thou halt deſerved, 
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tcip of God have delivered me. 


ſerved to die in thꝛee manner of wapes. The 
Firſt ts, that thou haſt committed Adulterp; 
The ſecond is, that thou moſt laſciviouſip hatt a 
pꝛovoked and Girred up my Sonne, untd mol 
wicked and abominable Sinne, and haſt im⸗ 
puted and laid the Crime faiſly « unjuſtly upon 
him: And the Third and laſt is, that thou heſt 
every day enticed and pꝛovoked me with thy 
faiſe tales to put my Son to Death: and * 
foze the Law ſhall have his courſe againſt thee, 
and ſhall condemn the unto death, acco2ding 


Then anf wered his Sonne » nd faid, ”w 


fings that ſh2 hath laid non me, J was dayiy 
led unto hanging; But my Pa alters with the 


unhappp Woman, thou askeſt foꝛgirenels am 
thou art woꝛthy none to habe, foz thou haft de⸗ 
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O mp moſt | 
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* Fono2avie Lo2dand Father, it was ſatd unto | 
vou by the Empyeſſe , that J would alſo by | 
the helpok my Paſters depoſe pou out of pour | 
Empire, and that J did labour bp all means 
polsible to deſtroy you, and to fit mp ſelf in 
pour Kingdom: would pou not then have much 
dbrie vod and ſoꝛrowed - have von not the wtole 
tommand and government of tlis pour Klz9- 
dom e Wherefoze then ſhould 3 not uſe all the 
knowledge and skill J have to help pou, my 
- molt honozed Father ; rather than any man- 
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| that my life and — hall never hint 


Maire 


ner of way fo2 to deſtroy you» An d now lee 


ing that from pou J have mp living, J will res 
pute you foꝛ my Soveratien Lozd and Father, 
during the Term of my Like, and J will not in⸗ 
any manner dep2tve pot ©f pour Yonour, but 
J will labour and bufte my ſelf about the go⸗ 
verning of the ſame, and all pour Commande⸗ 
ments J ſhall fulfill in everp tling: But it is 
in the ſame manner as the Father that gaſt his 
Sonne into the Sea fog to d2own him, becauſe 
he ſaid that he ſhould live to ſee him foz to be i 
greater Lo2d than his Father was, and yet the 
Sonne by the Pꝛovidence sf God was ſaved ; 
and he became a greater Lozd than his Father, 


and pet was no r to him, but rather wa 


22-kim much ; alſo yon fre and remember 


but it ſhall be to pour jop and comfoꝛt. Then 
ſaid the Emperour, Bleſſed be the Almighty 
God and the hour that ever J begat thee, and 
deſtred to have ſuch a Son, that J find ſo wiſe 
and expert in all gd things: tell me an Exam- 
ple, by the which we may perfectly unde rſtand 
thy wiſdom, and that my heart may the better 
enjoy thee, 

Then ſaid the Sonne , Pp honourable Fa- 
ther, Command firſt ſilence to be made of pour 
People, that 2 be not letted in my woꝛds till 


that 3 have done: And when that is ended. 


give Sentence with Richteouſnelle of the Law 


— 


upon 
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Lhe leven Wiſe. | 
upon me, and upon the Empꝛels. Then com, | 
manded the Emperour ſilence , and the Chusd 
began to tell in ample manner, as herzattc, 
followeth, 


The example of Diccleſian, the Am- 4 
perours Son 


* Here was a King which had but one Son, 

that he loved right dear in the beginning, 
as ye now all only have loved me: whom he de⸗ 
itvered unto a Paſter that dwelt in a far can. 

trp, foz to be bzought up in learning and 

knowledge. This Child as he waxed in pears, 

ſo he encreaſed in wildome and knowlevge , | 
and p2ofted }imſelf very much therein. And | 
when he had been with his Paſter ſeven pears, ; | 
his Father defired to ſe him, and ſent Letters 
unto him, that he ſhould come again into his 
Country, and villt his Friends, in like ſozt as 
pou have ſent foz me. The Child was obeK- 
ent to bis Father, and came at his Command: 
ment: fe2 whoſe comming, he did £xceedingly | 
jop, foz that he was grown as well in comelt- |; 
neſs of bodp, as alſo in doctrine and learning, ö 
and to every man he appeared pleaſant and 
gentle. 


| 


H 


i 


| 
| 


| | 

p * 

X 1 
410 


Ian 


— 


D8 
2 


, 
ml 


1 I— 


Zu 
"4 o 
"if 


TOONS 8 r I S 
tD T * 


| It happened upon a dap, that the Father 
z | the Pother fitting at the Table, and the Child 
. ſerved them, a Nightingale came flying be⸗ 
* foze the Window, whereas they ſat, and be- 
| gan to ling fwweetly, that they mat vailed: 
is And the Knight ſaiv, D how ſweetly this Bird 
. |ſingeth ' well were he that could underſtand 
„ bis Dong, and could ſhewthe interpretation 
hs there of, Then ſaid the Son, Pp wo2lthipfull 
. Father, the Song of this Nightingale J could 
well declare, but J fear your diſpleaſure, The 
Father ſaid, Hay boldly my Bonne the inter⸗ 
pꝛetation of the Bird, and then ye ſhall pꝛove 
hether J ſhall be angry oꝛ not; but J ſhall 
ark well the reaſon of mine anger: And 


zen the Son heard that, he ſato, The Nigh- 
x | n, "  tingale 


b, 
| 
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The ſeven wiſe FT 
tingal hath ſaid in his ſons, that J ſhall become 
a great Loꝛd, and J ſhall be wo2thipped and ho. 
noꝛed of all Men, and namely of my Father: | 
the which ſhall b2zing me water ts waſh mp | 
hands, and my Mother ſhall hold the Towell, | 
The Father ſatd, Thou ſhalt never ſe the day « 
ſuch ſervice of us to have,noz none ſuch dignity | 
(hail follow thee; and in great madneſs t wood: 
neſshe took his Son upon his ſhoulder.and ran 
to the Sea, and calf him in z ſatd, Ly there the 
interpꝛeter of the Birds ſong, The Child could © - 
ſwim, and ſwimmed to a Land, where he was | 
four days without Peat oz Dꝛink : the fifth! - 
day there came a Ship ſapling, a as the Child 
ſaw that, he called to the Ship-men, and ſaid, | 
Foz the love of God deliver me from the peril 
of death. Tbe Ship-men law that it was a fair 
poung man, and they had compaſsion on him! 
went with the Boat to fetch him aboard, and) , 
carried him into a fair Country, and ſold him 
there to a Dake, The Child grew very pꝛopet þ 
and fair, and t he Duke loved him much, ht 
him greatly in kavour. Nt 
And upon a time the King of that Realm u , 
call a generall aflembly of all the great Lo. 1 
and Nobie-mcn, within the Realm together, 3 
fo to fit in Councell. This Duke then pꝛepa f 
red and oꝛdained him to go to the ſaid Colt. c 
cell, and gave great regard unto the will am þ 
wiſcdome of the Child, and therefoze wy u 


| 


| 
| 
| 
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7 | Maſters. 
Child with him, « when the 
red and aſembled beto2e > _ * = 
| cell; my well beloved Loꝛds and Frens; f id 
the Bing, will you know the cauſe wherefo " I 
have afſembled you together? T 
. Len! 2 They anſwered 
© and ſaid, We all are(Doveraian Lo2d)at pour 
4 to mmandment. Then ſaid the ion St is 6 ths 
tret matter that J ſhall ſhew vou: Ift , 
man can o i i t fi = * 
| pen it, 4 declare what it ſi 
| ſwear & pꝛ 1 
4 C > pꝛomiſe unto him by myCroyn.,that 
; J vill give unto him mine onclp Daughter in 
| garriage , and he ſhall be my Feliowi 
Realm, ſo long as life d 2 
6 . ng as life dothlaſt; and after my 
* death, he ſhall have « poſſes all mp whole King- 
dome: the myſtery of the Cou is thi 
ni k p nſell ts this. 
* Thꝛee Ravens follow me ſtill whereſoe ver 
a hat J go, they leave me not, but cry out with 
nd) fuch hozrible voyces; that the pain is grie 
a | grie vous 
im ariſome fo2 me to hear them, and mi 
Wm mone to behold thei : Nei — 
A. þ heir looks: vhcrefoze if ther? 
— any man, which knowcth the cauſe of this 
oy earneſt following of me, and can teledz 
1 _— wbat they mean by their crying, and a- 
1 d them awap from me, without donbt I 
>. _ fulifil this pꝛomiſe thatJ have made. And 
= _ the Eing had thus ſaid, there was none 
5. ound in all the Councell that underſfood the 
an outs oz could remove oz put away the Ra- 
* _ * anſwered the Child, and ſaid 
, e Duke, Pp Lo2d, Think you that the 


The ſeven wife 


7 


Vuing vill perfozm what he hath pꝛomited 5 
and will you that J give the King knowledge 
\ / of pou, What you can do - then the Child 
ſaid, J will my life ſet in pledge, and J ſhall 
perfo2zm and make it good what J have ſaid, 
When the Duke heard that, he went to the 
King, and ſatd, Py Lo2d and King, here is 
a young man right cunning and wiſe , and he 
doth pꝛomiſe fo2 to kullfill and ſatisfie in all 
things what you ſhall ask and deſire touching 
theſe Ravens,if you will fullfil what pou have 
pꝛomiſed. The King \wo2e by the Crown of 
bis Ringdome, That which J have pꝛomiled, 
all things ſhall be fulfilled, Then he b2ought 
the Thild bekoze the King, and when the Ring 
had beheld him, he ſpake unto him after this 
manner: O fair Child, can you give anſwer 
to this my Queſtion + The Child anſwered, : 
and ſaid, Yea my Lo2d, x that in the beſt man 
ner. Vo ir Queſtion ts, Wherfozs that the Ra 
vens follow you , and hozrtbly call upon pou? 
to which J anſwer : Upon a time it happened, 
that there were two Ravens, a Pale anda 
115 Female, thet bad bꝛought out between then 
18 bt a ti ird Raven, and in that place there was ſuch 
1 a great Famiat and Scarcity of all manner al 
oon fo2 the pꝛeſervation of their lives, in ſuc) 
— BL n, Beaſte, and Fowls died, 
periched fo2 want, Now the third Raven w# 
at that time very young, and not able to flye# 


* 


Tram to get her living: the Female ſhe left it, 
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' ſeeking whereby ſhe might beft get her own 
| living, and to ſhew that ſhe did nothing regard 
her young one, ſhe came no moꝛe to the Neſt : 
The Pale Raven, ſeeing that, with great pe⸗ 
nury and labour fed the young Raven till he 
was able to flye. And now when this great 


Dearth was paſt and gone, then the Female 


Raven returned home again to the young Ra- 


ven, and would hold fellowſhip and company 
with him; But the Bale Raven ſeeing that. he 


would have d2iven her away, ſa ing thus, That 
ſhe in his great miſery and neccſsity left him 
and his company, and therefoꝛe now he would 
have no company no? fellowſhip with her. She 
alleadged and ſaid, that ſhe had in his hatching 
great labour and ſozrow,and ſuffered much pe- 
nury, and foꝛ that cauſe ſhe would rather enjoy 
his company than the Pale Raven, Fo? this 
cauſe mySoveraign IL oꝛd they follow por,ask- 
ing true judgement which ok them both thall 
have company with the young Raven? and this 
is the cauſe of this ho2riblc clamoꝛ and noiſe 
that they make dayly unto you. 

But mp honoured Loꝛd, had ydu thereupon 
a right wiſe ſentence niven , you ſhall never 
mote ſee them, oꝛ be troubled with thetr cry- 
ing, „Then anſwered the Kine, and ſaid, Be⸗ 

> Femalc hath left and fo2iaken 
the young Raven in his moſt neceſsity,it van- 
K 3 deth F 
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deth with reaſon and juſtice, that ſhe ſhould Al 
- follow him, but be without his tellowſhip : and | 
where the ſaith, that in the hatching and bꝛing⸗ 
ing foꝛth ol him ſhe had great pain and travel: 
that helpeth not, fo2 her pain was turned into 
jop, as ſoon as ſhe ſaw the young Raven in the 
woꝛld But in regard that the Pale is the cauſe \ 
of p2oduction and generation of every Beaſt of 
the Earth, « every Fowl of the Aire, a alſo be. 
cauſe the poung Raven in his neceſsity was 
ſuſtainedꝛ fed unto the recovery i nouriſhing of 
his body by the Male:therefoze J conclude both 
foꝛ judgement and ſentence difinitive, that the | 
poung Raven -ſhall abide , and keep company 
with the Male, andnot with the Female- f 
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| And when the Ravens heard that lenken 
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P's Maiters, 
: with great noiſe and cry, they flew up into the 


Atre , and were no moꝛe ſeen noꝛ found in all 
that Regton. 


When this was done, the King demanded 


of the poung Pan, whal his name was He 


; anſwered, and laid, J am called Alexander. 


Then ſafd the Ring, J will that von ſhall grant 
me one requeſt, which is, that from henckozth 

youſhall name and take me, 2 none other, fo 
your Father : fo2 pou ſhall have my Daughter 
to Wife, and pon ſhall have the whole Go⸗ 
vernment and poſſeſsion of this mp Realm. 
This young Alexander abode, and dwelled till 


there with the Ring, and every man did exteed⸗ 


ingly love and favoz him, foꝛ he began to haunt 
Juſts and Tourneps, wherein at all times he 
did win the Prize befoze all other that were 
in Egypt, fo that his peer o2 like was not to be 
found ; neither was there ſo hard o2 obſcure 
a queſtion put to him, but that he could make 
known the true Sence, and meaning thercof. 
At that time there was an Emperour whoſe 
name was Tytus, that excelled tn gentleneſs, 

courteſie, and curioſity, all other Empcro2s, 

Kings and P2incefs, in the whole woꝛld, inſo- 
much that ſuch fame and noiſe flew and rau 
over the Woz 1d of it, that whatſoever he was 
that would learn and p2ofit in cunning, mans 
ers, oz behaviour, he ſhould — to that Em⸗ 
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therloꝛe he ſaid to the Ring, Py moſt hono2able | 
* Lozds Father, you know well that the wozly 
ts full of the fame of the Empero?,that it is ve: 
ry delectable and pleaſant to abide and dwell in 
his coust:wherfo2e it it pleaſe you, my renown; | 
ed Lo2d andFather,J would very gladly go to 
his court, tothe intent thatJ may obtain moe | _ 
wiſdome, and grow pꝛompter in manners and 
behaviour then now J am. Whercapon anſwe: 
res the. Ring, It pleaſeth me right well; but J 
would that pou take with pou plenty of Gold 
Silver, and other necefſaries,ſo much that pon 
mine honour there may ſave,and that you may | 
have alſo that which is to yon molt requiſite, | 
neceſſary. And alſo it ſeemeth unto me very ex: 
pedient, that befo2e pour departing, you ſhould 
Marry my Daughter. 
Then anſwered Alexander, Will it pleaſe pon 
my Lo2d to ſpare me at this time , and at my 
tom ming home again J ſhall Wed her with 
all honour,as unto her appertaineth. The King | 
anſwered, Since that it is your will to go unto 
the Empero2s Court. J licence it, and there: 
unto J give my conſent , Then Alexander did 
take his leave of the King, and took withhim | 
aboundance of Treaſure, «then he went to the 
Emperours Court: and when he tvas com? 
with many Followers he went befoze the Em: 
perour, and fell upon his knees, and {ainuted him 
und did him reverence. 
| The 
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| riall, and kiſſed him, and asked of him 4— 


A CS 


Maſters? 
The Emperoꝛ roſe up from his Seat Impe 


and what he was, and wherefoze he was come: 
he anſwered, and ſaid, J am Son and Meir of 
the King of Egypt, and am come to doe ſervice 
to pour molt high Majeſty, if it pleaſe pou to 


-accept of me. The Emperoꝛ ſaid that he was 


fight heartily welcome, and committed him to 
his Steward and made him his Carver, The 
Steward oꝛdained him a fair Chamber, + pꝛo⸗ 
vided koꝛ him all things that were necefary to 
the ſame; « Alexander behaved Himſelf ſo well, 
that in aſhoꝛt time he was beloved of al people. 

Not long after that, came the Kings Son 
of France to doe Serbice unto the Emperour , 
and to learn good qualities, and fair and come- 
ly behaviour , him the Emperour received ho- 
nourably, and demanded his name, and of 
what Rindꝛed he was come - He anſwered, J 


am Sonne to the King of France, and J have to 


name Lodowick your Servant: Then ſaid the 
Emperoz, J have made Alexander my Caryer, 
and pon ſhall be my Cup⸗bearer, that alwaies 
ye ſhall do ſervice at mp Table, £ command⸗ 
ed the Steward to aſsic: him aLodgtro, hom 
he placed with Alexander in his Chamber, 

Thele twe Gentlemen were fo 11:0 ir Stature, 

and Aiſage, and Condition, that hard the one 
might be difcerned oꝛ known fron the other, 

but that Alex: oder was moze tunning in all 


his 
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The ſeven wiſe 

his deeds than was Lodowick , foz he wag a 
Feminine man, and ſhame face-fac'd:and theſe 
poung men well loved together, 

The Emperour had one only Daughter na: 
med Florentine, ſhe was right fatr and g2aci- 
ous, and ſhould be his Heir; whom he loved 
intirely : hc had a Court by her ſeit, ard Ser. 
vants to her aſsianed; to her the Emperoze⸗ 
very dap was actuſtomed to ſend from his Ta: | 
ble of his Daintiee, in token of love , by Alex- 
ander: inſomuch tbat the Daughter began 


to have him marvailouſip in her favour, be- , 


cauſe of his wildome and comely behaviour. 
Jt happened upon a dap, Alexander at meat- 
time had ſuch buſineſs, that he ſervednot at 
the Table, no2 none other gave attendance fo; 


dim in his room: Lodowick pcreeiving that, 


ſer ved in his room: and as ſoon as he had ler- 
ved the Emperour, in his laſt ſer vice upon his 


Knee, The Empero z commanded him to beat 
a Diſh to his Daughter, as he was wont to do: 


thinking that he was Alexander, Then took 
Lodowick the Diſh, and wen to the Pallace of 
the Emperours Daughter, and ſaluted her 
with great reverence , and ſet the meat befoz? 
her: untill that time he had not ſeon her. 
She perceivad anon that it was not Alexander, 
and ſaid to him on this manner, What is you 
uame, and whoſe Son are pou? Me anſwered 
fo her, and ſaid, Padam, J am the Kings * 


| 
[ 
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rr 


* Malters. 
1 . , and my name is Lodowick: ſhe ſaid, 
thank you foꝛ pour laboz;ethen took his leave 
and departed : inthe mean time came Alex: 
a: | ander to the Table, they fulfilled their ſer vite. 
< | The Dinner being done, anon Lodowick | 
ed | went to the Bed ſo2eſick, and Alexander per- 
er. ceiving that, went to his chamber and ſaid unto 
ec: him, O mp molt be ſt beloved Friend and Fel⸗ 
As 4 low Lodowick , how is it with pou, and what 
er: | is the cauſe of pour irfirmity- Me anſwered 
an him and ſaid, The cauſe J know not, but J feel 
ze- me ſo2e ſick, but J fear me 4 cannot eſcape 
ir, | the death. Alexander ſaid, the cauſe of your in- 
at. | firmity and deceaſe J know well, fo2 to dap 
at ds pe did bear the meat tothe Emperozs 
702 | Daughter ye held hercountenance 4 beau ty fo 
at, | fervently, that your heart was taken and ravi- 
er⸗ ſhed with her love. Mhereunto he anſwered, 
vis G Alexander, all the Phyſitians in the woꝛld 
ar could not moꝛe truely judge my Sicuneſs: but 
o: I fear tt will be mp death. Then ſaid Alexan- 
ok | ander ,Be of good tomfoꝛt, and J will help you 
of into my power; and ſo foꝛthwith went to the 
zer Perchant, and bonght with his own money 
ae Afair Cloth, ſet with p:ectous Stones, un- 
er. known to Lodowick, and pefented it in his 
behalf unto the Pzinceſs. As ſoon as ſhe be⸗ 
held that, ſhe asked him where he had that coſt- 
ed I and{p2ecious Cloth » And he ſaid, P Adam, 


of ol the Sonne ok the molt Chziſtian r 
of France 


. — ol 


he having but once beheld pour pzincely faces 
grown ſo ſick , that he lieth upon his bed even 
unto his death;therfo2e if you ſuffer him to pe. 
riſh, you ſhall never recover again pour honoz. 

Then ſatd ſhe , Good Alexander, would you 
thus counſell me that J ſhould loſe my Uirgt. 


nity? God defend that, and be pou ſure Alexan; | 


der, that fo2 ſuch meſſages, vou ſhail nevermoze 
win thanks of me, therefoze go you out of my 


France, who ſcrveth it unto pon foꝛ you i 


fight, and ſpeak no moꝛe thereof to me, When 
Alexander heard that, he did obeyſance, and de- 


parted, f 


The next dap Alexander went again to the 
City, æ bought a Chaplet that was twice moꝛe 
in value than the Cloth, and therewith he went 
to the P2inceſs Chamber, and gave it to her on 


the behalf of Lodowick. And when ſhe ſay 
that coſtly gift, ſhe ſaid unto him in this maner, 


J marvell of vou, that fo often vou have ſeen | 


and ſpoken with me, that you have not ſo done 
pour own errand in ſpeaking fo2 your ſelf, 
but fo2 another, Then anſwered he, O Madam, 
J have not been ſo diſpoſed, becauſe my Birth 
is not to be compared with yours ; and allo | 
it happened me never ſuch a cafe as my heart | 
was fo wounded ; # he that hath a good Fellow. 
ts bound fo2 to do him good and true Fellow 
ſhip. And thzrefoze now, excellent Pzincels, 
ot your most ahn dant pitty have co un, 
0 


ES 


T Maſters. 
is on him, and make him whole, that vou have lo 
en loze Wounded to Death, that it be not foz 
e: | ever laid unto pour cruelty « hardneſs ofheart, 
2, | She anſwered him, Go „ur way, fo2 at this 
on | time J will give pou no anſwer thercof;and as 
xf-| he heard that, he took leave and departed, 
And the third day he went to the City , and 
ze | bought a Girdle, that was mo2e value, and 
py | coſtlier than the Chaplet was, and preſented 
en it to her on the behalf of Lodowick: and when 
e-, ſhe ſaw and beheld that gift ſo pꝛecious, ſhe ſaid 
f unto Alexander, Sap to Lodowick that he come 
to mp Chamber about the third hour, in the 
22 Night: and he ſhall find the doo? open: 4 Alex- 
at ander hearing that, was glad, « went to his fel- 
1 | low, 4 laid, Mp beſt beloved fellow, be of good 
w| comfozt, foꝛ J have conqu 3red the P2incoſs to 
r, ; pou, and this night J ſhall b2ing thee to her 
1 | chamber, And when that was laid, he ffarted up 
ef as though he had wakened out of his ficep, and 
„was well revived, and fo2 great joy he became # : 
1, well:the next Night following, Alexander took 
h' Lodowick and bꝛought him unto the Chamber 
o Ofthe Lady, with whom he was in ſolace and 
t joy all night, 4 from that time fo2th all her 7 
heart was upon him, ſo that there was but one 
5 
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onely lobe between them both. | 
: And after that, Lodowick uſcd oftentimes to 
viſit her, ſo that by pꝛoceſs of time it came to 


1 
a tht Cars s of the Knights and Gentlemen of the 
——= duk. 
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Court, how that the Emperoꝛs Daughter was 
known by Lodowick,and thep conſpired among 
themſelves how they might find him, xintray 
him therewith, and ſo foꝛ to take him. As Alex: 
ander had knowledge thereof, he armed him 
to withſtand tbem; 4 wben the Knights under: 
{food that, they fearing Alexander, ſuffered his 
fcllowfo2to go in peace: Alexander many times 
put himſelf in jeopardy fo2 him, he not know: 
ing thercof; but the Pꝛincels knew it well. 
In ſhoꝛt time after that, there came Letters 
to Alexander, of the death of the Ring ol E- 
gypt, that he ſhould haftily come and receive 
his Bingdome with honour and joy: and that 
ſhe wed he even unto the P2inceſs and toLodo- 
wick, and alſo of his departing : wherefoꝛe they 
were ſozrowful and heavy. He ſatd alſo unto 
the Emperour, mp honourable Lo2d, plea- 
ſeth it you to underſtand, that J have recet- 
ved letters of thedeath of my Father, wherfo2e 
it behooveth me to go receive the Kingdome, 
and that pon vill be pleaſed to give me leare 
to depart, z fo2 all the benefits to me done, J ol⸗ 
fer my ſeil and all mp goods: and rather then 
JI chould by my going, any way ofend oꝛ dil 
pleaſe vou my Kezd, J will fozſake all mp 


Realm, and all that J {ave in the world, and 
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Kyow pon fo2 certain, it fo2 pour departure 


A am right heavy and {1 oy full, (53 you were 
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the beſt Servant that was in all my Court: but 
ng lt becometh not an Emperoꝛ to hinder his Ser⸗ 
ap vants from their pzomotions oz advancements, 
. but rather pꝛouiote them to higher oꝛ meater 
m honour, Therefoze go vou unto our Treaſurer, 
-r,| he ſhall deliver you as much gold as pou will 
ig have, and in the name ofGod(and my bleſsing) 
eg| go into pour Country, And thus Alexander 
b. | had leave of the Emperour, and bad hm fare- 
well : and they were all ſo2rowfull {02 his de⸗ 
c ture, fo2 he was beloved of all. 

: | Lodowick with the Pzinceſs bꝛougbt him 
e on his way ſeven Piles at the leaſt; after 
It 


that, Alexander would not ſuffer them to go 
. | any further. Then fell they both to the ground 
5 with great ſozrow and heavineſs. And Alex- 
| ander took and lifted him up again from the 
[s 
| 
e 
. 


' Gzound and comfo2ted him with fair wo2ds, 
. and (aid, O Lodowick, my molt be ſt beloved 

Fellow, J warn vou that the ſecrets be ing 
betwixt yon and my Lady, pou hide and keep 
them as pꝛivily as you map, and take good herd 


do all things, to2 J wot another ſhall come 
and be in mp ſtead, tbat ſhall envy you of the 
. » favour and grace that you ftand in with the 
, Cmperour, and day and night ſhall lap in wait 
do fake pon with a fault, and to put you unto 
rebuke aud ſchame. Then anſwered Lodowick 

and ſatd, D Alexander, hätt ber * AB MIICT 

as to me is poſgtbic ; Bat how ſhall J doe 
When 
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when J ſhall want pour company e Therefs1, 
dne thing J ſhall deſire of you, that pou take * « 
this Ring of me foꝛ a remembꝛance. Zhen ſad 1 
he, Jſhal foꝛ the love of you gladly receive pour | 1 
Ring, and pet J ſhall never without the Ring « 
fo2get pou:and ſo hecommitted them both unto 
God. Then they emb2aced each other about the 
Neck, and kiſſed, ſo thep departed, ö 

Not long after, the Kings Son of Spain, na- 
med Guido, was received of the Emperoꝛ in | 
the Rom and place of Alexander, to whom the 
Steward aſsigned Alexanders place aq chamber; 
the which was very ſo2e againſt the will of Lo⸗ 
dowick; but he could not help it. | 

Guido ſeeing that Lodowick againſt his will | 
had him in his fellowſhip, and he grew envious * 
againſt him:ſoLodowick of a long time fo? fear 
of th: ſaid Guido, kept him out of the company 
of the Lady. Nevertheleſs afterwards, being 
overcome with her love, ſomettmes he haunted 
and went again mito her as he be foꝛe had done; 
Guido quickip verceiving the lane: waited lo | 
long thereon, that he knew the truth, and was 
therefoze certain that the P2incoſs was by Lo-  * 
dowick known, and had acco:apanied with her. 4 

Uvon a time it happened that the Empern - 
food in the Mall, and pꝛaiſed Alexander (02 bis 
gentieneſz and wiſdome, Guido hearing that, 5 
ſaid, Bp 2.02, he is not ſo much wozthy to w 
commendes as vou imagine, ko; he hatha lenz 
time been a Traptoꝛ in pour Honſe. Then 
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1 Then the Emperoꝛ ſaid, Tell me lou Guido 
wall be pour Meir, and her Lodowick hath defi⸗ 
r | led and licn by, th2ough the help of Alexander, 
ehe goeth to her every night as it pleaſeth him. 
And as ſoon as the Empe roꝛ Heard therot᷑ he 
e | was loꝛe moved, and began to be angry, and it 

+ hapenedLodowick upon the ſame time to come 
„though the Mall, and as the Cmpero2faw him 
n| he ſaid, what hear J of thee, thou ell 
£ | and untrue body - Ik it be found and proved 


true, thou ſhait dye the moſt ſhamefull death 
that can be deviſed, Lodowick ſaid; Pp Loꝛd 
the Emporoꝛ, vhat is the cauſe - Guido an- 
t | ſwered,J ſap, and deſpoſe here befoze mp Lo2d 
s | againſt thee, that tiou haſt defiled his one! p 
r | Daughter, and ererp nicht thou geeſt to her 
p | f voeſt Foznication with her, and with Baite; 
g | 3 hallp2ove and make it good upon thy Body 
d | with mp Body. Then fatd Lodowick, J am! in⸗ 
e: nocent, and not infected with that crime, and 
o | faiſcip thou doſt bely me, 4 ther: upon J bold 
g tbe Battell and truſt to God thy fa:thood ſail 
2: tome upon thine own head. Tren the Em⸗ 
1. ( beroꝛ aſgianed unto them the day of comlate. 
7 Tiat done, Lodowick went unto the Lady, and 
is . 1h-wed her the caufc and the day ol Battel, 
t, by the Empercur aſsigned, and in what man⸗ 
ner Guido had accuſed him, and ſaid ute her, 
Now it brhobeth me to have pour counſel 
"8 | L 01 
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oꝛ elle Imuſt die, foꝛ as you know it hath not a, | | 
vailed me to have gainſatd the Battell, with | 
ont 3 ſhould have pielded my ſelf gnilty : Gui. 
do is ffrong and hardy , that his like is none 
but Alexander, and J am feeble, and therefoze 
if J fight the battle againff him J were but 
dead man; and ſo pou ſhall abive, rebuke am 
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_— thame, When ſaid ſhe, follow my tountell in 
that pou miſtruſt pour ſelf, go haffily uten 
Father, and ſay unto him that ye have received | | 
Letters, wherbp pou are aſſured that the King 
vonr Father is ſoꝛe ſick, and lyeth upon his 
death bed and deſircth to ſee you, and to ſpeak | 
with pou in perſon, and to diſpole of his King: 
dome befo2e he depart out of his life: ſo deſire}. | 
him to give pou leave foz the love of your Fa4. 
ther, to go viſit him; and that he will pzotong]? | 
and lengthen the day of battle, that in the] 
mean ſcaſon pou map go and come. And when 
pou have gotten leave, as haſtily as you can, 
ſecretlp go to King Alexander, and being thi 
ther come, take him apart and ſhew him the| | 
cauſe of pour comming.and require him in this 
pour great extremity, that he will help a w 
ſave us, i 
And when Lodowick hadheard that counſtl; | 
it pleaſed him well, and he did atccoꝛ ding): 
And having obtained leave, and a long dap, am 
reſpite of the Batte p2efixed and aſſigned, x 
then departed 4 took his journey toe W { 
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l. | Realm of Egypt, e ne ver ſtaped day oz nicht, 
þ | till he came into Bing Alexanders Cadtie. 
. And when that King Alexander hav nnder- 
ie | ſtanding ok his comming, He was very glad x 
e went to meet him, and received him honou⸗ 
af rably, & he did wonder much at his comming. 
Then raid Lodowick, O mp moſt dear Lo:dx 
in| mp beſt — friend ,my lite and my veath is 
ia pour | 15 pci: 8 
d that 3 ſhould babe another F ellow, the which Fi 
ig thould lpe in wait to eſpie me, and to deftrop {| j 
1 
&l 


js; me, without J did look moꝛe wilely unto my 
ak | ſelf ; Do, as long as J could J did abſtain 
g= from hcr "till J miaht no longer abide, but af- 
rej. terwards the Rings Bonne of Spain made 
Faj. watch ſo long over me, untiil he perckived the x | 
m truth: iu the end he accuſcd me unto the em- 
the). pero2 , ſo that in the eighth dap yereo det from 1! 
this day, J maſt be ready and p20 &refozto |» 
fight with him, body againſt bod; : and 2s ye i 
know well, he is a very Urong and hardy man, 1 
and J am weak and fe eble, and therekoze hath : 
Florentine counfclied me, that J ſhould not 4 
ide this matter from pou, fo ſhe tnoweth you 
. fo? a faithfull Friend, and that you would not } 
ſc; leave usin this great neceſsitp. } 
y: Then ſaid Alexander, Is there any body that 
m knoweth of por comming unta me fo? this ; 


, matter, moꝛe tban Florentine:he anſwered him 
;th &* ſaid, No creatare living, (oz J took leave 0 
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row out of meaſure, ſaying, Soꝛrolvand hea: 


The ſeven wiſe * 
the Emperoꝛ to go viſit my Father, lying grie⸗ 
voullp ſick. Then Alexander agked of him, 
What counſel hath Florentine giben pou nom, 
and in what wiſe might J help pou : He ſaid, 
O my molt conſtant and faithfull Friend, in 
this wiſe ſhe hath counſeled me, conſidering 4 
that we be like each other, that you ſhould come 
and perkozm the battle with him, and no man 
ſhould know you but ſhe; and the battle done, 
I ſho:id come again to the Court, and you re: | 
turn back to your own Country, Then he 
asked him, when the dap ſhould be of the Bat. 
tell: and he laid Eight days hence. 

Then laid Alexz inder, If J ſhould this one 
dap tarry vefo:e FJ depart hence, then J can⸗ 
not come by the day p2cfixed, Wherenpon uit: 
derſtand what J ſhall doe; J have bidden all 
my Su iects, that to moꝛ row they ſhould come 
to my r Wing: and if J ſhould go, then is the 
day lof. , 1f J go not and do the Battle, then 
Florentine and poi ate undone, : what think 
vou is beſt to be done hen Lodowick did! 
hear that, he fell to the earth, and began ts ſoz 


vineſs come ſuddenly to me on all ſides. Then , 
ſajd Alexander mito him, Be of good comfoth, 
fo2 I ſhjall not foꝛ ſake pou in this ſo2t, thouęh 
J ſhould oſe my life, and Kingdome: but hear 
kon what 3 haue thought upon: in ſomuch that 
we are both line one another, ſo that the = 
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of us cannot be known from the other, and 
as fo2 me J am not right known here, but 
that all my Barons & all other mySubjecs will 
take pou fo2 me, thereſoꝛe you ſhall here abide 
and tarry, and marry my wike in my ſtead:and 
hold the Feaſts and Nuptials,and do all t:ingg 
as if I my ſelf were there pꝛeſent, except vhen 
as you come to bed with my vite, (ook that you 
be there true and ſaithtult; and J ſhail withont 
any tarrping, go and takt my Moꝛſe and ride 
. | thither whereas! the Wattt2i! tha!l be;atid'tf God 
give me the victoꝛy, that may overcomes van- 
|. qguiſh your Enemp, J will come again ſecretlp, 
£ and you ſhall co again unto pour beſt beloved, 
„ This done, Alexander bad Lodowick--Fare- 
„ Well, and then he took his journey towards 
1] the Emperours Court, fo2 to fight and do the 
e Battell with Guido, and Lodowick tarried i m 
£ Egypt in ſtead of Ring Alexander. 
And upon the next moming came Lodowick, 
k as though he had been King Alexander, and 
| there lolemnly in the Face of the Church, he 
„ eſpouſed King Alexanders Wife, and ſolemni⸗ 
a zed the Parriage Feaſt with great royalty gf 
n, delicates and dainty mcats, plenty of all man- 
t, ner of Wines, und divers malodies of Inſtru⸗ 
ah ments of Malick, and great joy and cheer, foz 
1: the Noble-men and all other people that were 
at there aſſembled, And when the night was 


e dome, he went to bed with the Queen «laid be- 
gi ÞL 3 tween 
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teen him and her naked ſwo2d, whereof the 
d great wonder, but nothing ſhe laid, and fo 


ge lap with her every night lo long as Alexan- 


der was Bir, 

Now King Alexander at the day that was 
y2cfxed and ſit, came unto the Emperoꝛ, and 
ſaid, ©,moft Soveraign L.02d, it is fo, that 
A have left mp Father very ſick, and in areat 
hazard of death, yet ne bertheleſs J am come t 
perfozm my pꝛomiſe, and with a full telolu⸗ ö 
tion to defend my honour. The Empe ront 
ſaid, ou vo honqurebly, and accoꝛ ding to the 
valout of a noble man, and foꝛ tune ſhall favour | 

pou (J hope) in pour juſt x righteous quarrell. 


And when the Emperoꝛs Daughter anne 
ſtood that Alexander was tome, anon ſhe l 
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., | {02 him, and when he was come to her, the ve- 
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ty conrteonflp and kindly embzaced him, and 
vith great joy and glavneſs, ſhe ziſed him, and 
bleſſed the time that ſhe might ſee him agatn, 
4demanved ot him where he had left her faith⸗ 
full friend and lover, Lodowick Then he de» || 
+ Clared unto her thewhole diſcourſe and cirtumn- 
| ftance, how be hadleft him King in his Realm {'þ 
and ſo he took his leave of het, and went to Lo 
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dowicktꝭ Chamber, and there was no Creature 
* | thought otherwiſe bat that he was Lodowick/, 
except Florentine onely: The next day fols?ꝰ?⸗- 
e loving, befoze Alexander went unto the Bat» 4 
| | tel he ſaid unto the @mperoz, in the pꝛeſente \ 
* | of Guido. ꝙy molt renowned ſoveraign Lo2d, 
| Guidohath faluy and unjuſtip accuſed me unto 
| pour molt noble G2ace, in ſaying that I ſhould 
be ol ſuch acquaintance with the P2inceſs,yoar 
moſt vertuous and onely Daughter, which is ts 
| the great diſhonour of pour moſt noble Perſon, 
aud hers ; whercunto J\wear and affirm by 
the holy Evangeliſts, that ſhe was never in 
ſuch manner of wife known by me as he hath | 
alleaged and infozmed unto pou, which J ſhall \ 
pꝛove and make good this day upon his Body, g 
with the aid and help of God, ] 
Then anſwered Guido, Vet once I ſapagain, 1 


and [wear by the holp Evangelifts, and bp ali 
that God hath made, that thou haſt had know⸗ 
ledge, and hatt defiled the Empcrozs Dangh- | 
24 s 
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ter, and that J vill make good upon thy hean, 


Whcerenpon they leapt upon their 5 
and ran ſo fiercety one at another, with 


Spears, that they both'bzake and f | 


pieces: aud then they d2ew thefr Swoꝛds, and 


fonght fo long together, untill at laſt Alexan: | 


der with creat might and ſtrength, at one 


Croke, ſmote off Guidoes head, and ſent it unto 


thc Empero:sDanahtcr,trhc reof ſhe was right | 


glad and bear it no yet Father, and ſaid, Fa: | 
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delamed you and m6. | 
* When the Entpero2 perceived the vicoay, | 
anon he ſent fo2 Alexander, whom he though 
to have bren TLodowick, and ſaid unto him, © 
Ladowick, this day pour honoꝛ and my Daugh- 
ters von hab e ſaved, pon thall ſtand and be to 
moꝛtow in my grace and fabour, and what!oee, 
ver that de be that hereafter ſhal again defame 
yon; he ſhall fo2 ever ſtand in my indignation. 
Then anſwered Alexander and ſaid, God al- 
waps helpeth and laveth them that put their 
truſt in him and revengcth the wꝛong dane ul 
to the innocent. 4 
But no moft renowned Lo2d, ene thing J, 
do intreat at pon hands; At tmp departure from 
my father, J left: hm ſoꝛe ſick, that it 1 
Fin pon to pit qe lt ave ta go tee how |! 
andcth with him, and if that he be any thin 
mended, 3 ſhall fncontinent come again. Lr 
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tune hath fa voꝛed pou in this p — 
buſineſs, and to what end you have bought it? 


Walters. 


| the Emperour ſaid That pleaſeth me, but pon 


may in no manncr of vile leave me; fo} from 
hencefo2th J cannot be without pour pꝛc ſente. 
Now A lexaxnder having taken leave of the 
Emperour , bad him farewell, and withall the 
ſpeed that he could make, rid back again unto 
his Realm. Now Lodowick having heard of his 
return, with much joy he did ride to meet him; 
and having met together, with great gladne ſs 
and cheer he friendly received him, and ſaid, O 
true friend of all friends tell me how fo2- 


Then ſaid he, Go to the Emperoꝛ a ſcrve him 
as pou ha be done befo2e,to2 J have gotten pou 
mo2e, grace and favour at his hands than ever 
vou had in fozmer time: and J have alſo cut off 
the bead of pour greateft enemy 4 adverſarp. 

Then ſaid Lodowick , You habe not only at 
this time ſaved my like, but in like manner you 
have pꝛeſerbad me heretoloꝛe, the which kind: 
neſs J ſhall never foꝛget, neither as yet J can-« 
not requite it: but God reward pon, and ſo he 
departed, and went again to the Emperozs 
Court, and there was no man that bad any 
knowledge of the abſcnce of King Alexan- 
der, except Lodowick onely. 

And wen that night was come, he went to 
Bed to the Nucen, and as ſon as he was laid 
in Bed, he * [ peetly to embꝛace her, and 

with 
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with friendly woꝛds he kifſed her. Then 


Deen — — a — that ſhe befoze in 
begamt 


-- - 
'p | n ' 
we, Poa 545: made this time too long, in that | ; 
pon have 2 w2d not;ing of kriendſhip oz love, 
how: map this be, Then ſatd he,wherefoge ſay 
pou that? che ſaid, Toery night that J was in f 
| 

| 

| 


my Bed, pou have put betwirt vou and me a 

naked ſwo2d, and you have never turned yon 
towards me "untill now. And when he heard 
that, he thought on the truth dt his fellow, am 
laid, O my dear Lady, it was not done (02 any 
A will, but foz a good pꝛobation of love, Wut 
he ſaid to her ſelf, that love pon ſhall have no 
moꝛe, but deſpight, and J will be revenged up 
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little lobe and favour unto , and ſhe 
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n foꝛ to love him moꝛe and moꝛe, ſo long till at 
at tze laſt they ſought ad tmagined how they 
e, | might de trop and day the Bing, and theretoze 
IP they got poyſon and poyſoned the Bing, ſo that 
if he had not been right ſtrong of complextion, 
1 he had died thereof , fog it tought in him ſo 
ſoze, that it cauſed him to be a moſt fowle and 
| hozrible Leapcr, as evcr was ſeen upon the 
earth. The Lo2ds and Noblemen of his ſafd 
Realm, and the Queen alſo ſeeing this, deſpi⸗ 
ſed him, and ſaid, That it behoovcth not a Le- 
per to raign over us, fo2 he ſhould not pzocure 
noꝛ ingender any fair oꝛ clean Moirs, and ſo he 
was depoſed of his dignity Ropall, and d2iven 
out of his Realm. 
In the mean time dyed the Emperoꝛ of 
Rome, and Lodowick marricd his Daughter, 
and alter that, Lodowicks Father died, ſo that 
Lodowick raignes both Emperour of Rome , 
and Bing of France at once. 
|| When King Alexander heard that, he thought 
in himſelf, Pow mp fellow raigneth and ru⸗ 
| ieth both the Empire of Rowe, and Realm ot 
France; to whom map 7 go better than unto 
him, fo2 whom J have many times ventured 
mp life And upon a night hc rofe up and made 
him ready, ⁊ took with him bis Caff xclapper, 
and went towards tie Emperozs Country, 
1 — And when he was come rich unto the ; 
pe fat down among other peoz Lazers, ex: 
_ om 
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117.108 p:tting the giving of Almes:and upon a udn ; 
4183 as the Cmperour went out of the Pallace , 1 

. the poo2 Lazers began to ring their Clapper, 
1 And the good King A'<xander did as the | 
| did, but there was no Almes given him: K ; 
tarried fo long untill the time that the Em. 
rour was let and ſer bed at the Table, | 
Then went King Alexander unto the Gate, | \ 
and knocked therc at, the Pozter asked, Wh | | 
was there 2 Alexander anſwered him, J ama 
pooꝛ deſpiſed man, 6 Þ p2ay voii foꝛ tie love of | | 
God turn not away pour fight from my tiſage, | 
but that you will foꝛ the reward of God, do n 
meſſage unto the Emperour: he asked What | | 
is the matter. Alexander ſaid, Go and tell“ 
Him here is a Lazer that is right hoꝛ rible ugly 
to ſe, the which p2apcth him koꝛ the love of 
1 God, 4 Bing Alexander, that he vill giant him 
11 this dap to eat his Almes befoze him upon 
[i | the earth in his Hall. The Pozter anſwered 
2 wonder that pon dare deſire that ot my oꝛdꝰ 
1 | 4 fo2 ſuhy⸗ all the Hall is ſtiil full of Lo- im 
5 Noble-mey, and it they ſhould behold pon, the⸗ 
auould all abhoꝛ and foꝛſake their meats; But 
1 foꝛaſmuch as vou have required of me ſo la. 
14195 mentably foꝛ the love of God, J ſhall go and 
do pour errand, whatſoever hapneth thereof! 
and ſo he went fo2ward and dtd his meſlage 
unto the Emp2rour, When the Emperout 
heard the Potter name Alexander the King 
7-11, 


* Maſters. 


Egypt, he ſaid to the Poꝛter, Go thy rapes 
and bing him befoze me, how hozrible and 
| uglp ſoever that his tiiage be, and o2dain 


him a place betoze me, ti at hemap eat and feed 
in my p2eſence, Th Poꝛter bzoucht him in 
immediately, and oꝛzdained him a place, and 


ſet him to meat befo2e the Emperour: and 


= Pe . 


X Ss 


| when he had well refreſhedhimſelf, he ſafd 


unto one of the Emperozs Servants, Mp dear 
Friend, doe me this errand unto the Empe⸗ 
rour, ſap unto him, that I pꝛay him foꝛ the love 
of God and King Alexander, that he will ſeud 
me his Cup of Minc: The Servant ſaid. Fo? 
the love of God, Jill do it. but J belere it 
uill not bo, fo2 if pou fhould but touch mp 
Lo2ds Cup, he will not by any means dꝛink 
of the ſame cup again: nevertheleſs he did 
the errand. | 

And when that the Emperonr heard him to 
name King alexander, he commanded that bis 
Cup ſhouid be filled of the beſt wine. F carry it 
to him, the wich wine hen he tad received. 
ke put into lis Bottle: and took his Ring trat 
Lodowick had civen unto him, and put it into 


the Cap, x ſent it again unto the Emperour. 


And when the Emperour ſaw the Ring, he 
inſtantly knew that it was the ſame Ring that 
he had given unto King Alexander in ſriend- 
chip when he de parted from him, and thought 
in his heart that Bing Alexander had been 


—— 


* 


The ſeven wiſe — 


dend, dz eite that this man is derp trangely | 
come to the Bing: and commanded p2eſently | 
that the Lazer ſhould not depart thence, — 2 
the time that he had ſpoken with them; fo) in | t 
no wiſe conld ye have any knowledge ol him 
noꝛ pet repute him fo2 Alexander. 
Alter that Dinner was done and ended the 
Emperour took the ſick man apart, anda: 
ked him how he came by that Ring ⸗ King A. 
lexander demanded if that he knew well tie 
Ring - The Emperour ſaid , J know it richt 
weli, Alexander ſaid. Wot pou alſo to whon | 
pou gave ite The Emperour ſaid, J wet 
right weil. Hob is it then, ſaid Alexander, that 
vou know not me, foꝛ J am Alexander, unts| | 
whom vou cave tie ſame Ring: When the 
Emperoz hear that, he bell to the ground fo: | 
ſoz tos, 4 toꝛe his Kobes and Clothes, « with! | 
| 


| 


many arcat ſighinos and bewailings ſatd, © 
Alexander, pou are ke e one half of mp ſoul, 
Wh? ere is vont goon ly I delicste body, now ſo 


uleged, that was fo fairt 
pleaſant to behold⸗ he 1: 2h ercd, This haf 
pened mito me, foꝛ the creat fid:lity tyat you 
Have done unto me in the bed with my Mile, 
when you laid a nak⁊d ſ Hod bet irt you am 
her: wherefoze ſhe become warh, 4 hated me, 
that ſhe and a Knight that in foꝛ:ner time hf 
had loved, hath poyſoned me as you map {ts, 
and now they have dziven me out of = 
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And when the Emperoꝛ heard that, he foz 
love took him abont the neck and niled him, 0 
ſaid, O my moſt dear and intirely beloded Bo 


in ther, J ſozrow to ſe poi in this great perplexity 


But my molt dear friend, ſuffer pa 


manner of things that were both rcqulite and 
| necefſary fot his caſe t health. hen in all haſts 


4 miſery, J would to God J might dye foz pou. 


ntly a lit. 
tle time; till that we have ſent foz all the Phy- 


. fians « wiſe Paſters in Phyſick to have their 


counſell and advice, if there be any remedy to 


be had, 02 hope of recovering of pour health, ff 
tt be poſsible to help pon, we ſhall neither ſpare 
; Lo2dſhip, Cmptre,no2 any other goods tempo⸗ 


tall, to make pou whole and ſound, 
In the mean time he was bought info a 
fatr chamber richly hanged, t appointed of all 


he ſent his Meſſe neers thꝛeugh all parts of the 
Mo ꝛld, foꝛ the mo expert and beſt Phyſitians 
that might be fennd : of which within a mon⸗ 
eth after were came and alembled befoze” 
the Emperonr, tyirtye , that work right- 

ence ; 


to whom tie Emperor os: Py well belo⸗ 
ved Paſters, J have a rie nd that is very 
grie voully infected with a ſal Lep:cite , 

whom J would very gladly were healed , 
and made as found and ivhole as ever 
he was, ſparing neither fo: Gold noz 
Dilver, oz any other goods | 
n e 


* 
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The ſeven wiſe 


that J have in this whole world, but that J | 
would gladly give to recover his health again, 
Then anſwered the Paſters, All that ever ig | 
poſsible to be done in Phyſick, pou ſhall ſoon | 
underftand,after that we have ſeen the perſon; ö 


And when they ſaw him; they knew the cauſe 
of his inſirmit p, and they f aid, It was incurable 
fo2 all Phyſitians living. 
And when the Emperour had hcard that, he 
vas right lozrp in his heaxt, and committed it 
unto the helping hand of Almighty God, calling 
unto him molt of the religious men that du elt 
near unto the Court, and a number of poo? peo⸗ 
ple, beſides many other devout perſons, de- 
fired of them carneſtly to make their papers 
unto Atmighty God, that he would vouchſafe 
of his infinite goodness and mercy, to make 
whole his dear friend King Alexander, andthe | 
ſconer foꝛ their cood dzeds and pꝛapers. And 
he himſelt (wit j many others) faſfed and pꝛay⸗ 
ed himſelf to Almighty God, foz the ſpeedy te · 
tobi ry and htalth ol his friend, 

Pain upon a time as King Alexander vast 
his p2apers there came unto him a voyce from 
Heaven ſaping, Tell Ladowick the Emperor i 
iat ik he with his own hands, will take thole 
two little Childꝛen which his Empress hadal || 
+ dre burthen, «flap them, 4 thit with the blood 

LS them he will waſh and bath his body, hen 
his fie thai become as (air , and as clear 8 
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4 Maſter, 

: | the bodies of thoſe little Child2en; if not, thou 

, | muſt never look to be cured whiift bꝛeath is in 

Y thy body, and fo farewell, 

f When Bing Alexander had heard this moſt 

„ france voice, he then began to think within 

- bhimlelt, what voice it was, and from whence it 
came; then he replyed to himſelf,and ſaid, This 


ry to human nature, that any man ſhould flap 


» | viſion is not to be ſhe med, foꝛ it is much contra- 
. | his own Sons fo2 the recover of the health of 
+ flrange man. 

The Emperoꝛ continued both night and day 
ein Pꝛaper, with great devotion, ftiil earneſtiy 
7: | paying to God foz remedy foz Ring Alexander, 
fe | never ceaſino,untii ſuch time, that a voice came 
be | unto him, ſaid, Bod long will you thus call 
he | Ecryupon me - When it was openly ſhewed 
nd { unto King Alexander by what means he might 


yp: | 7ecover his health, and his body to become clear 
e: | without either ſpot oꝛ blemiſh. 

Now the Emyerour hating heard that 
at boite, he aroſe.and went unto King Alexan- 
an der, and ſaid unto him, Of ali Friends the 
-0} bcft and molt true, bleſſed be the moſt high and 
ole 5 everlaſting God, the which ne ver kaileth them 
t that put their vhole truſt in him: of Khom 
od have knowledge, that it is Gewed unto vou 
hen how and in what manner pou may be recove- 
ag redok pour lepꝛoſie, wherefo2e J intreat and 
thi desire vou, that pou will plainly lay open un- 


— 
The ſeven wiſe | 


to me how this may be don fo2 the reſto2ing 
of pour foꝛmer health, that we may have joy 10 
gether; e it you ſhould need any thing that may 
do you any god, J ſhall fuifil it unto my poywe; 
pea, æ fo2 pour health give all that J have to, | 
Alexander ſaid,Sir,J dare not ſhew it to pon 
how that J may becured x healed of my lepꝛo 
ſte, fo2 if cxceedeth, and it is a thing againſt nz, 
ture fo2 to be done, therefoze J will not as pet 
ſhew it pou, howbeit J have great truſt am 
confidence in pou, | 
The Cmpero2 ſaid, Alexander, put pour ny 


in me ſtill, fo2 whatſoever is polsible foꝛ to 
done foz recovering reſtoꝛing of pour heal 
J ſhall do it, and therefore conceal nothin 
from me J pꝛay you, | 
Then laid Alexander, J have of God know 
ledge, that it vou will flap pour two Sons wil | 
pour own hands: and wach me in their blod, ; 
ſhall be whole, and there foꝛe J have not ſheiwd, | 
f 
1 


it unto pou, foꝛ me thinketh it is againſt natur 
that the Father ſhould flap his own Child © 
f92 the health of a ſtranger. The Emperoꝛ (alt, 
Sap not that pou are a ſtranger, foꝛ J lobe iu. . 
as mp ſeif,aad threfo2e if J had tea Child - 
I Hould not ſpare one foy pour Health.  - 
Afterwards the Cmpero2 eſpied his tin 
when the Empꝛels was out ob the wap, and} A 
went into the chamber where the ta 8 


l 


and dꝛew out his kizite, 4 cut both their tj 
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| 7 
and gathered the blood in a veſſell and then he 6 
bathed and waſhed Alexander therewith ; and 
it}. when he was bathed, his body and fleſh was as 
13 fair and clean, as though it had ben a young 
dee Child. Then the Emperour had perfec know- 
— ledge of his viſage, 4 kiſſed him, ſaping, O good 
20 Alexander, now A ſec pou in the ſame fozna 
aſt which J have often times delighted in. 
yu. Bleſſed *- *he Almighty God, that ever J had 
oy theſe children by whom pour health is reſto2en, 
A and yorr body made pure and clean. And as pet 
in there was none that had knowlev of the death 
dr n, lave only the Emperoꝛ and . 
| nd er. | Az 
5 And when the Emperoz ſaw that god King | 


e lead laageontediaen 
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company, & pou ſhall go from hence about ter 


| 


_ fo2 the recovery of your Realm again. 
This councell pleaſed King Alexander right| 
wel, and accoꝛding to the Emperours will, t! 


The ſeven wiſe 
him, and will oꝛdain unto pou an honourable 


miles, and the next day ſend me a meſſenger, 
let me know the day of pour comming back a. 


= 


2 


gain, « I ſhall then with great ſolemnity come; | 
and meet vou, and pou ſhal remain with me un. 


till ſuch time as J may conveniently p2ovide 
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was perfo2med ; foꝛ on the next dap following 
there came a meſſenger unto the Emperour, 
certifying him of the comming back again of 
ing Alexander. | 
And yen the Empꝛels heard theſe tydin 
ſhe reioyced, and ſaid unto the Emperoꝛ, Dm 
molt beſt b. loved Loꝛd and Empero2,have you 
not juſt cauſe to rejoyce and be glad, ſesing tha 
Alexander the Bing of Egypt, is now commm 
toſee you, whom of along time pou havendl 
ie:n-Anditf it pleaſe pou to go t meet him, ail 
pour Lozus and Gentlemen, J ſhall folowy® 
with ny Ladies and Gentleuwomen;and as pe 
the kne not of the death of her two Child 
Then rode tze E:nperour and Empeels 7 
a great co:npanp of Lozds and Ladies to mel 
with good Ring Alexander: and when they w. 
together, wit) great reverence and hon? 


reteived din. and with great joy and gla — 


- 
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thy hꝛauaht him into the Palace $ And 
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the time of dinner was neer at hand,Alexander 
was placed at the table between the Cmpers2 
and the Emp2eſſe; and all the mirth and cheer 
that ſhe could make the ſhewed unto him. 


d- 
4 


And when the Cmp:rour perceived that, he 


ne; was right jopfull and glad, and he was fo ex- 


m. 
de 


teeding well pleaſed, that he ſaid, Omtac own 
Florentine, it glads me above ail things, that 
| you make unto King Alexander {o good cher: 


kt 
ng 


Then anſwe red th: Empꝛeſs ⁊ ſaid. Where- 

| foze ſhould J not - ts not his company unto us 
mo2e pzecious than Gold, o2 Silber But un⸗ 
to pou my renouned Lo2d much mote, fo? by 
tis means; it vas that you attained unto ſo 
„great honour and dignity, and by him many 
times you have been ſaved fron death. The 
Emperoꝛ anlwered z laid Thenz pay you my 


only beloved Florentine, that pou uil fake heed 


to my woꝛds that ſhall ſay unto vou: Dawycu 


not that ugly and detoꝛ med lazer, v hich yeſter⸗ 
nul day lat befoꝛe our table, and pꝛayed me foz tle 


love of God and good King Alexander, that I 


ru would give him dzinke dhe ſaid, My honourable - 


L 02d, J ſaw him well. a moꝛe hozrible man 2 


1 did never behold, Then ſaid the Emperoꝛ, J de⸗ 
mand this one queſtion of pou, Put caſe that he 


were King Alexander, and that he could not by 
any means be made whole but with the bl oo 


ok pour two Sonnes,both which you in one day 
bought into the wozld, you would not that 


1b 


2 | — 


their blood ſhould be ſhed, that he might bath 
himſelf therein, to the intent that thereby he 
might have pertec health and comly favour, ag 
pou now ſee him have, 

She anſwcred, and ſaid unto him, ꝙy re. |, 
nowned Lo2d « Husband, wherefoze demand , 
pon of me that queſtion - I ſap, ⁊ tell pon of a | 
troth, that if J had ten Sons, J ſhould gladly | 
flap them with my own hands, fo2 to pꝛepare 
and oꝛdain fo2 him a Bath, and would wiſh | 


him therein my own ſelf, rather than I ſhould | 


leave him in ſuch a loathſome and miſerable 
caſe, ſo hozrible fo2 to behold, and ſuch danger 
of death withall: God might well ſend us moꝛe 
Childꝛen, but ſuch a Friend were a thing 
were tmpoſsible fo2 us ever hereafter to find 
thꝛoughont the whole Wozld, 

When the Emperoꝛ heard this from her, he 
was well pleaſed in his mind, and ſaid, © my 
loving Empꝛels, had pou rather have your chil- 
dꝛen dead, then Alexander ſhould languiſh in 
this Lep2ofte - then ſhall J open and ſhew pon 
now the truth of the matter: that foul Lazer. 


which you ſaw, was Alexander that ſitteth hete 


by us, and by that means is made whole with 
the blod of our two Sons, and they are dead. 
As ſoon as the Empꝛels did hear that, he 
began with extremity of ſozrow mournfully 
to cry out, as nature would ſhe ſhould do 
Although ſhe had ſafo befoze,that ſhe had rol 


9 Maſters. 


h | rec her Childꝛen dead, then Alexander ſhould re- 
main in ſuch pain and miſery, 
s | The Nouriſhers of the Childzen underſtan⸗ 
ding this, they p2eſently with great crying and 
- | weeping, ran to the Nurſery' and Chamber 
d ok them, and great ſozrow and bewailing was 
a | made thzough the Emperours Court fo2 his | 
two Sons; and when the Nouriſhers of the: N 
e | came to the Chamber, they found the Childꝛen | 
h | playing, and ſinging a ſong of pꝛaiſe 4 thanks- 

d | giving to the Father, Son, and the holy Ghoſt; 

le | fo2 reſtoꝛ ing again of their lives, and then they 


returned again in all haſt unto the Emperour 
e and the Empꝛels, and ſhelved unto them how 
ig that the Child2cn were tiving, and that about 
ld their thꝛoats where they were cut, they had cir- 
| cles of thzeed of gold; whereof was great joy 
he and gladnels in all the Court, with Thankſot- 
ly : ving to Almichy God, fo2 that excceding great ; 
i miracle and vvonderfull wo2k, 5 
m: Atter that, the Emperour with a great mul⸗ f 
du titude and company of people, gathered and aſ- ö | 
er ſembled together, went with King Alexander | 
ir into Fgypr, and ſet him again in his Royalty 
th e poſſefsion of his Realm. And the Queen with | 
- | the Knight, who had lived long together tn avul- |} 
be tery, he cauſ'd them both to be burnt. And wen 
ue | this was done; the Empero2 had one only Si: {| 
dd, flier, whom he married unto King alexander: | 
fm And when King Alexander had obtained all 
228 - 


+ © COT CR 


„ i ine AGILE LOI PPAR As 


— 1 p 


— _- 
x — 
— — _- 2 
, 
— 
* 
1 
— 

— — 


| 
* = 4 _ 
= ä —— —AB„ ——— — 


— — a 
—_ — -” aw. wt mn 


0 . 
—_ * 
— - 
2 3 == >< - w — — — — 
— 7 
. "y - A 
n 
* 


8 0 
—— 
— bs 
mn ” 
2 - — ” 
- — 1 * 
a . 
* 1 * 
9 6 a +” 0 TIC | 
* 


= 
70 
2 


given, and ſent him back ag ain, ſaping, That! 


The ſeven wiſe 2 
his Realm again, and ras ſet in good reſt and 5 
peace, The Emperoꝛ rc turned again unto tis 
Empire: and then King Alexander right u iſely⸗ 
and pol itickly governed himſelf in his affairs. 
that he overcame his robellious Encmies, : 

And when that he was ſeated in all his glo⸗ 
xp, reate, and might, be had thong! t and mind 
upon his Father and Pother, ty whom he was 
taſt into the Sea, wo dwelled in farr parts, 
And from thence he ſent unto them a Meſlen: 
ger, to let them have knowledge ho that the 
King ol Egypt upon ſuch a day would be with 
them, to view thole parts of tie Country, and 
to ſpo2t limſelf, and to make a ropall F-aft! 
with them. And when the Peſſenger was thi: 
ther tome, they received him jopfully, with} 
bountifu:] entertainment, r large cifts totim 


t heir ſervices thall be rcadp at all times to do 
the Kings picaſure, but that could they nevcr; 
by power diſcern, that he should vouchale to 
ſhew them that Hhonoz wherc of the y wert net 
wo2tip, as fo2 to come to viſit them to tloſe 
parts, and to ſpoꝛt himſelt there a while. 

The Peſlenger returned back towards the 
Kings Court, and there ſhey ed the King how 
viitagly they would recti be him, and in wia 
manner they did reward him, and how trut am 
faithkull they were, g ready to do him ſerbit 
at his tommandment, wherewith the Kin | 
: 5 * 
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Vell pleaſed. And when the day was come that 


was ſet, ti e Bing with a fair company rode to⸗ 
wards bis Fathers bouſe. the wi ich vas to the 
Bnight his Father, and Pother, unknoven that 
ve was their Son. | 

When the King was come ncar to his Fa- 
thcrsCaſtle,the Kitght rode joyfully to meet x 
rete ive him. v hen he eYne nigh totheKinghe 
qlight. d from bis hoꝛſe, © did his rr verence up- 
on his knees, but th Bing took i im uppzeſent- 
ly, and command. deim to tak hoe again, g 
ſo they rod! together unto the Caſtle, 

And when that they were come thither, the 
other came unto him, and f Il upon har knecs 
and welcomed him alaviy, a the Eing took her 
up as lovingliy, and kiſſed her right friend p: 
ſhe ſaid unto him. My moſt ton ourable Loꝛd: 
you do to us (unwoꝛthy) great gonour with the 
p2clſence of pour moſt henograble p:rfonagr, 
tze which jvc hail be never able to deſerve. 

Alter that the meat was all ready, and that 
time of dap was come fo go to dinner, the 
Father came witba Baſon and Ewer, and the 
Pother with a Towell, ſaping, Sir, all things 
are ready, pieaſeth,you to Bai -And when the 
Bing law that, he ſmiled, ſaid to hin lf, Now 
is the Song of the Pightingale true, that my 

Father « my Mother ſho'1:D Madip fulfill as J 
have ſoid, if that my ſelf ſhon'd thereunts con: 
ſent and ſuffer them to do it, But he would not 
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e ſeven wiſe 


ſuffer them to do him any ſuch ſervice, ſaping, | 
Pour age is to be honoured and won ſhipped, q | 
therefoze J will none of it; « then he talled one 
of his Servants unto him, whom he comman- 
ded to do that let vice: then ſaid the Knight yon 
will not ſuffer us to do it foꝛ our honour, be- 
cauſe we are not woꝛthy thereof:the King ſaid, 
Have J not ſaid, that ez pour age J fo2bear | 
; pou? when the King was ſet at the Table, he | 
, ſet his Pother on the right hand of him, and his 
Father on the left ſide, « thep, as much as they 
| might oꝛ durſt, did behold his favour and coun⸗ 
tenance, 
43 After dinner, the Ring pꝛeſently entred into 
| p a fair Chamber, and made the Knight with his 
f 
| 
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Lady to follow him in, z commanded all others 
to avoid their pꝛeſence. | 

And when they were all alone, the King ſaid, , 
Have you no chiid2en; they anſwered, we have | 
neither Son noz Daughter. And the King laid, 
Jad you never any - The Knight ank wered, 
We have had one Son, but he is long ago dead. 
Then the King agked of what death he died, | 
«the Knight ſaid, A natural death. Then the 
King ſaid, if J may otherwiſe know oꝛ find thc | 
| are pon found with a moſt hozrible fault: then 
asked the Knight, Þy moſt honoꝛable 4 renow- | 
| nedLo2d,wherfoze enquire pou ſoearneſily al 
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ter our Son? the King anſwered,and laid, That 
do J not without juſt cauſe, q therefozo A mf 
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and will know of what death he died;if pou will 
not tel me, J Gall cauſe you both to die a moſt 
ſthametul and wicked death. 


When they heard that, thep fell upon the 


| ground on their knees befoꝛc him, asked him 


pardon and fo2otvencls fo2 their lives, But the 
king would not ſuffer them to kneel, but took 
them up, « laid, To that intent came J not un⸗ 
to pour houle, to cat your bꝛead, and to hetray 
pon : but ſap to me the very truth, and pou ſhall 
be pardoned; fo? it is giben me to undorſtand, 


that vou have put him to death, and if that pou 


be found culpable therein, t coꝛne to judgement, 
you muſt die a moſt ſhametul death. 

Then fatd the night, Py moſt Honourable 
Lozd pardon me mp life, and J ſhall ſhew 
pou the very truth, The Kiag ſaid, Fear not, 
foꝛ J ſhall dounto you no harm. 

Then anſwered the night + faid, Py mot 


dyead ſoveraign Loꝛd, we Had a Don that was 


wiſe, and learned, and right well unverſtood, 
and upon a time as he ſtood betoze us, x ler ved 
us at the Table, there tame unto the window a 


Nightingale that ſung exccding lweertly, whole 
ſong he begun to inrerp2et, 4 to tell us what it 


meant, and ſaid, This Bird ſingeth that J ſhall 


become ſo great x miahty a Lo2d, that it ſhall 


be to pour honour & advance ment, in ſach wile, 
that you my Father ſhal be glad to hold a baſin 
with water to waſh my hands, z my Px a 

| /DVLVE 


D. 


The ſeven wiſe T 
Towel, if that J would ſuffer it, 

And when J did bear that, J was ſoꝛe moved 
and bexed in my mind, and fo J took him upon 

my ſhoulder and caſt {im into the Sea for to 
dꝛoſon him. 

Then faid the Ling, what evil might have 
tome to pou. if he had been made ſo great and 
mtghty-ne thinketh it ſhould have bin fo? pour | 
honour, comfo2t, + pꝛofit. The night ſaid, y 
renowned Lord it was no rzaſo but a woodnes. 

LheKing anſwered that tizas a creat fooliſh- 


. nets of pou, that you would do againft the o2di- | 


> .. ncfſehath ſaved me, by his grate hath brought 
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nance and will of God. And now ye ſhall know 
fo2 froth J am your Son that pou did caſt into 
the Sea, and God of his great mercy and good⸗ 


* — 
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and p:eſerved me ko this eftate and dignity. 
And the Father and Pother hearing that, 
vith fear and jop repleniſhed and amazed, did 
fall flat to the ground; uhom he lovingly and 
friendly took up, ſaying, Fear not, but rather | 
- Le: joyce ⁊ be glad, foꝛ pou ſhall ſuffer no harm? | 
but mp cxpianation ſhall be to your glo2y,10P | 
p2ofit; and ſo he kiſt both his Father « Pather 
with great joy and gladneſſe. Then began the 
Mother to weep and lament greatly, and the 
Ving ſaid unto her, Leave off pour ſozrowing 
and weeping, and be of good cheer, £02 u 
my Realm pou ſhall be honoured above me, 
During my life ; and ſo he took them 0 | 
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with him into his Kingdome, where the? 
dwelled a long time together in honour , & joy 


and ended their days with comfozt and love of 


all the people. 


Here followeth the application of the Example 


to the pur poſe. 


T Men ſaid Diocleſian the Emperqurs Son, 
Lo ꝛd have y cu ũderſtood whatJhave ſaid, 
the Emperour ſaid, Right well: then laid the 
Sor, Py moſt hono2avle and redonbted Fa- 
ther, although that God hath given and indued 
me with wildem, and underſtanding above o⸗ 
there, that hail not be an impayring of pour ho⸗ 
nour and might, but ma2e fo2 thepzeſervation_ 


x maintenance of the ſame : ſo in like manner 


the Kings excellent Majeſty, which tas no- 
thing to the hinderance of the Father, but this 
rather fo2 his wo2 ſhip, pꝛofit, a grcater comfozt. 
Fo? as long as they lived, it was in very great 
joy and mirth, that they were loved of the peo⸗ 
ple, and honoured of his Bingdome. Then laid 
the Emperour, my beloved Don, J wül wholly 
reſica ail the Empire unto you to Govern and 
rule, foꝛ X percetve well by pour Parratiõ that 


yon have to me declared, that it is be ſt foꝛ me, 
and moſt fo2 mine eaſe, that J nom leave tig 
noꝛldly and tedious buſineſs, and the labour ß 
care of a Bing, and betake me to my teſt and 4 
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The feven wiſe 


taſe is: I am old 4 feeble. Then anſwered 

Sonne and ſaid unto his Father, Pp moſt he. 
nourable Loꝛd and Father, ſo ſhall it not be, but 
as long as vou live, vou ſhall ha ve the anthozity 
government of the Empire, to do pour com: 
mand, as it appertaineth unto an Emperour; 
but in all the buſineſſes that are labozious am 
troubleſom, I will al ways be ready to miniſtet 
any ſervice that poſſibly I can, act oꝛding to my 


bounden ducty, 3 


How ludgement was given vpon the Em- 
preſſe, and how ſhe and her Lover were put 
to death. 


Men the Emporoꝛ commanded the judges | 
and juſtices to fit in indgement, 4 to b2ing? 
again the Empꝛ cfle befo2e them with the La- 
dies, £ alfo the Ribauld her beſt beloved, cloth: 
ed in the veſture z habit of a woman, whom he 
did cauſe to ſtand next unto the Emp2eſs:Then 
the Emperours Son asked ſentence and juſt 


judgement upon them, ſaping, 


Mp moſt honourable Loꝛd and Father, eten 
as you arc Emperour of all the world, and that 
pour Paieſip and power requireth to do tut 
juſtice unto ali pour ſubjeas that deſire it:. 
row J demand, that pou this day do give rt 


ſentence, and true judgement upon the untrath, | 


' 


_ * _— — an Add. -—" IN — — 


kalchood and hame. which were nut and allen 
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ged unto me by the Empzeſs,fo2 the which ac- 
cuſations I have been ſeven times led unto the 
Gallows, and have ſtod in great jeopardy and 
peril of my life, al ſo that ſhe hath been to por 
" untrue of her bodp, as pou have ſen by good 
| p2oof made befoze pou; on the which J ask 
| judgement; and there oꝛe command pour Jud- 
ges and Aufftces to give ſentence thereupon,ac- 
co2ding tg Right, Cquity, and Law. 

As ſon as the Empreſs heard this, ſhe fell 
| flat to the Earth betoze the Emperor, and ask⸗ 

ed mercy & foꝛgibenels foꝛ her juſt offence and 
miſdoing;but it helped noz p2ofited her nothing, 
fo2 the Son would have right, 4 deſired judge- 
ment. Then ſp:ak the Judges and Juſtices. 
Her own miſ-deeds condemn her, x the repoꝛt 
of her Lemman by her kept and found, there- 
foe we give ſentence againft the Empreſs , 
that ſhe ſhall be bound to a Yorſe-tail, x dzawn 
though all the ftrets of the City to the place 
of Execution, and there to be burnt, We judge 
and gtve ſentence againſt the Ribauld, that he 
ſhall be quartered and ſmitten in pieces, and 
his fleſh caſt to the Pounds, 1 Birds of the air, 
| fo? to devour him: and this ſeatence was ap⸗ 
pꝛobated and allowed of all people. 

Hereatter in ſhoꝛt time dyed the Cmpero? , 
and Diocleſian his Son governed and ruled the 
Empire with great wildom, and al ways held 
and kept his Paſters with hem in great honour 
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The fever wiſe Maſters ; , 


| wn glo2y: By whoſe counſel and wiſdom he 
| verned the Empire, and he excelled. all hi 
ll - . P2edecefſo2s in riches, and doing right and ju- 
ice; and his Piſtcrs ſo loved him above all o⸗ 
. thers in the 021d, that many times they put 
themſelves in great peril and jeopardy 4 | 
hue lives fo2 him, and fo ended their 
- days in great joy and honour, | 
to the pꝛaiſe of * x 
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